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Property Management Chair - Eric Nelso
ericnelson2520@sbcglobal.ne
Bookstore Manager - Bobbi Monsu
bobbi_monsue@att.ne
Golf Classic Chair - Fred Milki
milkief@aol.co
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The Forefeast and Sunday before the Exaltation of the
Holy Cross and The Consecration of the Church
of the Holy Resurrection
Sunday, September 12, 2021

Tone 3; Eothinon 1

Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Tone 3)
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a
mighty act with His own arm. He hath trampled down death by death,
and become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from the
depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.

Apolytikion of the Forefeast of the Holy Cross (Tone 2)
We offer thee in mediation the life-giving Cross which, of Thy goodness,
Thou hast given unto us, the unworthy, O Lord. Save Thy hierarchs and
Thy flock, and grant Thou peace through the Theotokos, O only Lover of
mankind.

Apolytikion for our Patron, Michael the Archangel (Tone 2)
O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts, we beseech thee, though we are
unworthy, pray that we may be encompassed with a shadow of thine
unearthly glory; preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly: Deliver us
from oppression since ye are the prince of the highest powers.

Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Tone 4)
By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from
the reproach of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered from the
corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having been saved from
the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the
Theotokos, who nourisheth our life.

Daily Readings
THE EPISTLE (for the Sunday before the Elevation of the Cross)
O Lord, save Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.
To Thee, O Lord, I have cried, O my God.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians
(6:11-18)
Brethren, see with what large letters I am writing to you with my
own hand. It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh that
would compel you to be circumcised and only in order that they may not
be persecuted for the cross of Christ.
For even those who receive
circumcision do not themselves keep the Law, but they desire to have you
circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. But far be it from me to
glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has
been crucified to me and I to the world. For neither circumcision counts
for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. Peace and mercy
be upon all, who walk by this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth let
no man trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. The grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brethren. Amen.

THE GOSPEL (for the Sunday before the Elevation of the Cross)
The Reading of the Holy Gospel is according to St. John
(3:13-17)
The Lord said, “No one has ascended into heaven but He who
descended from heaven, the Son of man. And as Moses lifted up the
serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted up, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God
so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God sent His Son into
the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might be saved
through Him.”

The Synaxarion
On September 12 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we take leave of
the celebration of the Nativity of the Most-holy Theotokos, and we
commemorate the precious staves and contest of the holy Hieromartyr
Autonomos, Bishop from Italy, who was slain in Bithynia.
Verses
As a sacrifice set upon Thine altar, O Savior,
is Autonomos Thy sacrificer, slain by stoning.
On the twelfth Autonomos was beaten to death

with staves (sticks) and stones.
In Soreoi, Autonomos brought many to the Christian faith and built them
a church dedicated to the Archangel Michael. Not far away was a place
called Limnae, entirely inhabited by pagans. Autonomos went to this
place and quickly brought many of them to the light by the Gospel of
Christ. This roused the other pagans, and they hurried to Archangel
Michael Church and, during divine service, slew Autonomos on the altar,
killing also many other Christians in the church. Two hundred years
after his death, Autonomos appeared to a soldier called John. This
soldier dug up the saint’s relics and found them to be completely
uncorrupt, and many of the sick received healing from them.
On this day, we also commemorate the Hieromartyr Coronatos of
Iconium; and Venerable Daniel of Thasios. By the intercessions of Thy
Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
NOTE: Wednesdays and Fridays are observed as days of fasting

Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross – Tuesday, Sept. 14th
[observed as a day of strict fasting]
Tuesday, September 13 - Reader’s Vespers, 5 p.m.
Tuesday, September 14 - Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m.

The Sunday after the Elevation of the Holy Cross
Great Vespers – Saturday, September 18th, 5 p.m.
Orthros – Sunday, September 19th, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m.
with the Procession of the Holy Cross
[Next Sunday, the Procession of the Holy Cross will precede the reading of the Holy
Gospel. It is important that we gather for Liturgy on time at the start of the Divine Liturgy]

OFFERINGS
Holy Bread is being offered with prayers for Fred Milkie, Jr., on the
occasion of his birthday offered by his loving family, Tanya, Dominick
Alek and Elisa. May God grant him many years!

Prayers are also offered for the good health of Fred & Leila Milkie,
Raymond & Georgianna Rishwain and in memory of Nick & Helen Nicola,
Joe & Rose Rishwain, Carl & Emma Milkie and Nahkle & Afifi Chammas.
Holy Bread is also being offered with prayers by Ramez & Rima Hage
mourning the passing of Ramez’s brother-in-law, Dr. Sameer AbuRustum of Tripoli, Lebanon (+5 September, 2021). May God grant his
wife Lina and daughters, Dr. Reem, Mira, and their families peace and
strength during these difficult days. Memory eternal.
Holy Bread is being offered with prayers for the one-year memorial of
Maria Juganu (+15 September, 2020), the mother of Nicholas Juganu,
beloved mother, mother-in-law and grandmother. Memory eternal.
Special offerings and requests for prayers are being made . . .
for the good health of Samir & Amira Boutari, celebrating their
wedding anniversary today. May God grant them many years!
for the recovery and good health of John Guertz, retired firefighter
and the faith and strength of his family.
by Father Timothy and the Baclig family for the recovery and
continued health of Michael Baclig.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Live-streaming Sunday Orthros and Liturgy
If you are unable to be with us at church on Sunday, are on vacation or
out-of-town, plan to view all of our scheduled church services on-line by
logging on to: either FaceBook or YouTube via our parish website:
<www.stmichaelvannuys.org> Your church offering may be made on-line
via our website “Donation” tab or by mailing your check to the church at:
16643 Vanowen Street; Van Nuys, California; 91406. Mailing your check to
the church will save our church a 3% service charge. Other options for
your contributions include:
a) automatic bill pay and b) recurring
automatic withdrawal, both of which may be arranged with your bank.
You may contact us for assistance with any of these options; especially

when information of our bank routing and account numbers are needed.
E-mail your questions to: frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org

His Eminence
The Most Reverend
Metropolitan JOSEPH

Archbishop of New York and
Metropolitan of
All North America
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ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE
OF NORTH AMERICA

September 7, 2021
Dear Reverend Clergy and Esteemed Members of our Parish Councils,
Grace and peace to you in the Name of Christ Jesus our Lord!
We have all watched with concern and sadness as Hurricane Ida cut a path of destruction
across our land. From the pounding winds and rain of its landfall in Louisiana to the recent
flooding in New York and New Jersey, this storm has led to much suffering. Homes and
businesses have been damaged, and lives have been tragically cut short. Let us all pray
fervently to our good and saving God for the affected families and communities, that they
might “find hope under His wings” (Ps. 90:4).
The Apostle John, the beloved disciple, exhorts us: “If anyone has the world’s goods and
sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?
Little children, let us not love in word or speech but in deed and in truth” (1 John 3:17–18).
It is incumbent upon us as servants of God, who “is love” (1 John 4:8), to demonstrate love
in a practical way to those who are suffering.
This duty is all the more pressing when those suffering are part of our spiritual family, our
brothers and sisters in the Orthodox faith, members of our Archdiocese. We have received
word that our parish in Metairie (New Orleans) has sustained some damage and that some of
its parishioners have even lost their homes. Therefore, I call upon all our parishes to take a
special collection for those who have suffered losses from this storm. Once you have had a
chance to collect all donations, please forward one check from your parish to the
Archdiocese (memo: “Hurricane Relief”)—in any event, no later than end of this month.
All donations will go directly to those in need.
Asking God’s blessings upon your generosity and His preservation of you and your families,
I remain prayerfully,
Your Father in Christ,

+JOSEPH
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of all North America
“The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch” (Acts 11: 26)
358 Mountain Road, P.O. Box 5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
(201) 871-1355 T Archdiocese@antiochian.org (201) 871-7954 F
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ALTAR BOY TRAINING
@ SAINT MICHAEL
2:30-7:00 pm
We will have training from 2:30 - 4:45pm
Vespers from 5:00- 6:00pm
Dinner from 6:05 to 7:00
Please come to the training to be able to serve CHRIST’S church in
the proper way.
Please email sub-deacon Richard Ajalat
rajalat@stmichaelvannuys.org

Church Attendance
We are currently requesting that everyone attending our church services
to again wear face coverings due to the City policy regarding the rapid
rise in the Delta COVID Variant. Questions will also be answered by Father
Timothy by e-mail at: frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org The Sacraments
are also available on weekdays by appointment.

Weekly Bible Study Tuesday (September 14)
Our next Bible Study will be held on Tuesday evening, September 14th, at
7 p.m.
We will be continuing our study of St. Paul’s Epistle to the
Corinthians (Chapters 8 and 9). A link to the Zoom meeting will be sent
out in an e-mail. Sessions are recorded for those unable to attend who
may also request the link to the study. Plan to join us.
Note to Coffee Hour hosts: coffee and paper goods will be provided each week.
Holy Bread Offering List

Coffee Hour Hosts Calendar

Sep 14 - (Feast of the Holy Cross)
Sep 19 - Dr. Samir & Amira Boutari
Sep 26 - open
Oct 03 - open
Oct 10 - open
Please contact Fr. Timothy (818/219-3761; frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org) to sign-up to offer Holy Bread.

Our 2021 Pledge Form Provided with this Bulletin
As a committed member of St. Michael Church, please complete a new
2021 form. Everyone’s financial situation is subject to changes from year
to year. In the same way, our parish depends upon the financial pledge
commitments of its members in order to meet its monthly expenses. We
thank everyone for their faithful financial support of our parish and all who
have made additional contributions to our Building Fund. Please note the
four options available for your offerings listed on the form:
1) hardcopy
check mailed or brought to church, 2) automatic bill pay, 3) on-line credit
card contribution, and 4) recurring automatic bank withdrawal.

St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church
16643 Vanowen Street, Van Nuys, CA 91406 Phone: 818-994-2313
Website: www.stmichaelvannuys.org

2021 CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT FORM

1. All enrolled members must first fulfill a fair share contribution that is paid 100% by St. Michael Church
to the Archdiocese annually (this does not include your family pledge obligation BELOW).

Total number of baptized Orthodox persons (age 18 & above) in your household_____$50 each______
Total number of baptized Orthodox persons (age 17 & under) in your household_____$35 each______
(Please print all names with information in the section below)

2. In gratitude of God’s blessings, I / we pledge to contribute St. Michael Church expenses.
A total annual amount of:
$______weekly

$______monthly

___ (see Treasure self-assessment chart)

$______quarterly

Name ___________________________________

$______semi-annually

$______annually

Spouse Name _______________________________

Phone number ___________________________ E-mail Address ______________________________
Address ________________________________

3. How do you wish to pay?

City________________ State______ Zip_________

We accept personal checks or credit card payments. (See below)

a. You may write a check to “St. Michael Church” and mail it to the Church Office.
(see address above)
b. You may process an “automatic bill pay” with your bank that will mail a recurring monthly hardcopy earmarked check to St. Michael Church.
c. You may pay by credit card using our website donation page (a 3% processing fee will apply)
at: https://www.stmichaelvannuys.org/donate/ and we will be immediately notified.
d. You may arrange for a recurring monthly automatic withdrawal from your bank account using
our church bank routing number and bank account.
Note: Each donation to St. Michael Church should be earmarked, i.e., “Building Fund,” “Pledge,” etc.
Print names of baptized Orthodox persons in your household.
_________________________________________________________________
Name

________________
Age

_________________________________________________________________
Name

________________
Age

_________________________________________________________________
Name

________________
Age

_________________________________________________________________
Name

________________
Age

_________________________________________________________________
Name

________________
Age

Upcoming Events
First Day of Church School Classes - September 19
(following Holy Communion)
5th Annual Orthodox Advanced Leadership Conference
September 17-19, 2021
Register at: https://www.orthodoxservantleaders.com/events.html
Altar Boy Training - Saturday, September 18; 2:30 to 7 p.m.
Teen Family Potluck and Pool Party - Saturday, October 2nd
Sign-up for potluck here: https://www.perfectpotluck.com/ETMD7954
Diocesan Fall Gathering - October 8-10, 2021
Host: St. John Church; Orinda, California
To register on-line go to: https://fallgathering2021.eventbrite.com/
St. Michael Feast Day Lunch (outdoors) - Sunday, November 7

Bookstore Orders Available on Parish Website
You may place an order through our parish website or e-mail Bobbi
Monsue (Manager) for special orders at: bobbi_monsue@att.net.
Your
credit card will also be accepted for payment. Please come in and
browse through our expanding selection of books, icons and gift ideas.
Special orders may also be made by request.

A Prayer for September 11th
O Thou who didst pray for them that crucified Thee and who didst commend Thy
servants to pray for their enemies, forgive, O Lord, those who hate and maltreat us,
and turn our lives, and the lives of all those who suffered at the hands of our
enemies, from all harm and evil to brotherly love and good works. For this we
humbly bring our prayer, that with one accord and one heart we may glorify Thee
who alone art the Lover of mankind. And as Thy first martyr Stephen prayed to Thee
for those who slew him, so we fall down before Thee and pray: Forgive, O Lord, all
those who hate us and maltreat us, and let not one of them perish because of us,
but be saved by Thy grace. Set our hearts on fire with love for Thee, O Christ our
God, that in its flame we may love Thee with all our heart, with all our mind, with all
our soul and with all our strength, and our neighbors as ourselves, so that, keeping
Thy commandments, we may glorify Thee together with Thine unoriginate Father and
Thine all-holy and good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.

Parish Council Zoom Meeting - Monday, September 20, 5 p.m.
Parish Council Nominations
On Sunday, November 21, 2021 we will be holding a brief virtual and inperson Special Meeting of the Voting Membership solely for the purpose
of receiving and accepting nominations for Parish Council members to be
elected for there (3), three-year terms (January, 2021 to December, 2023).
At this meeting the Nominations Committee will present their report and
additional nominations will be open from the floor.
It is important that persons being considered be able to fulfill the
commitment to serve. Therefore it is necessary that all nominees first be
personally asked if they would accept nomination, and second be
approved by the Pastor as someone who is qualified.
The Parish
Constitution prescribes that all nominees must be at least twenty-five years
of age or older, have been a pledging members of the parish for at least
one year and have fulfilled the canonical requirements of the Faith
[Article VI, Sec. 2]. The nominees must also be committed in attending
monthly Parish Council meetings held on the third (3rd) Sunday of each
month.
We sincerely thank Regan Hines [ending his first (1st) term; able to be
nominated]; Subdeacon Richard Ajalat [ending his first (1st) term; able to
be nominated]; and Kris Thabit [completing his first (1st) term; able to be
nominated]. Our one-year appointed members whose terms are expiring
are: Adam Lamar [completing his first year appointed and a three-year
term], and Michael Mitchell [completing a maximum of eight consecutive
elected and appointed years].
The Parish Council election will be held on two (2) consecutive Sundays:
November 28 and December 5. Council members whose terms are
unexpired are: Joe Ayoub, Connie Abdun-Nur Barilla, Julie Bitar, John
Khouri, Deacon Andrew Monsue and Dan Raju. Charmaine Darmour is
also completing her eleventh (11th) consecutive year as President of the
Antiochian Women. All interested in serving on the Parish Council should
contact: Connie Barilla, Nominations Chair at: cmatthews46@yahoo.com
or speak with Father Timothy.

Bookstore Sales Continue With Delivery
Contact Bobbi Monsue at: bobbi_monsue@att.net for your special order
of books, icons, jewelry, cards, lamps, censers, incense, and much more;
especially for that special occasion or personal gift.

Lecture on the Holy Land Monotheistic Faiths
For the past three years, Father Timothy has been providing seasonal
lectures to pre-college and college students on the subject: “The Three
Monotheistic Faiths of the Holy Land: Judaism, Christianity and Islam.” You
are welcome to receive the recorded links to the lecture by request.
Simply e-mail Father Timothy at: frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org
EOTHINON 1
1 اﻻﯾﻮﺛﯿﻨﺎ

TONE 3
3 اﻟﻠﺤﻦ

The Sunday before The Elevation of the Holy Cross
Leave-taking of the Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos
Hieromartyrs Autonomos of Italy and Coronatos of Iconium; Venerable Daniel of Thasios

طﺮوﺑﺎرﯾﺔ اﻟﻘﯿﺎﻣﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻠﺤﻦ اﻟﺜﺎﻟﺚ
ّ ,ﻟﺘﻔﺮح اﻟﺴﻤﺎوﯾﺎت وﺗﺒﺘﮭﺞ اﻻرﺿﯿﺎت
َ
,اﻟﻤﻮت ﺑﺎﻟﻤﻮت
 ووطﺊ,ﻻن اﻟﺮبّ ﺻﻨ َﻊ ﻋﺰاً ﺑﺴﺎﻋ ِﺪه
ِ
 وﻣﻨﺢ اﻟﻌﺎﻟ َﻢ اﻟﺮﺣﻤﺔَ اﻟﻌﻈﻤﻰ,اﻟﺠﺤﯿﻢ
ﺟﻮف
 وأﻧﻘﺬﻧﺎ ﻣﻦ,وﺻﺎ َر ﺑﻜ َﺮ اﻻﻣﻮات.
ِ
ِ
ِ ص
ْ إلس ِت
 الذي َو َهبْت َ ُه َلنا نَ ْح ُن َغ ْي َر،الح َك امل ُ ْحيي
َ ِ شفاع
َ ليب
ْ ِ إنَّنا نُ َق ِّد ُم َل َك ل،ب
َ ص
ُّ الر
َّ أيُّها
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ
ِ  يا ُم، م ْن أ َ ْج ِل وال َدة اإل َله،سال ًما
ِ َ ست
ِ خ ِّل
َ ُ ص امل
َ َ ف.ح ِّقني
ب
َ  جاعالً َل ُه ْم،لوك و َمدينَت َ َك
ْ ُ امل
َّ ح
َ َالب
.ش ِر َو ْح َدك
طروﺑﺎرﯾﺔ رؤﺳﺎء اﻟﻣﻼﺋﻛﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻠﺣن اﻟراﺑﻊ
َ
 ﺣـ ّﺗﻰ أ ّﻧـﻛم،ﻏـﯾر اﻟﻣﺳـﺗﺣ ّﻘﯾن
ﻧـﺗوﺳـل ُ إﻟـﯾﻛم ﻧـﺣن
،أ ّﯾـﮭﺎ اﻟـﻣﺗﻘدّ ﻣـونَ ﻋـﻠﻰ اﻷﺟـﻧﺎد اﻟـﺳﻣﺎوﯾـﯾن
َ
ّ
 ﺣـﺎﻓـظﯾنَ إ ّﯾـﺎﻧـﺎ ﻧـﺣنُ اﻟـﺟﺎﺛـﯾن،ﻏـﯾر اﻟﮭـﯾوﻟـﻲ
ﺑـطﻠﺑﺎﺗِـﻛم ﺗـﻛﺗﻧوﻓـوﻧـﻧﺎ ﺑـظل ﱢ أﺟـﻧﺣ ِﺔ ﻣﺟـدِﻛـم
ِ
ّ
ِ اﻟﻘوا
ِ  ﺑﻣﺎ أﻧﻛم رؤﺳﺎ ُء ﻣراﺗ، أﻧﻘذوﻧﺎ ﻣنَ اﻟﺷداﺋد،ﺑﻐﯾر ﻓﺗور
.ت اﻟﻌﻠوﯾﺔ
ََواﻟﺻﺎرﺧﯾن
ّ ب
ِ

ﻗﻨﺪاق ﻣﯿﻼد اﻟﻌﺬراء ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻠﺤﻦ اﻟﺮاﺑﻊ
ُ
اﻟﻌﻘﺮ وآد ُم وﺣﻮاء ﻣﻦ ﻓﺴﺎ ِد اﻟﻤﻮت .ﻓﻠﮫ
ﺑﻤﯿﻼ ِدك
ﻋﺎر
ِ
ِ
اﻟﻄﺎھﺮ أطﻠِﻖ ﯾﻮاﻛﯿﻢ وﺣﻨﺔ ﻣﻦ ِ
ت ھﺎﺗﻔﺎ ً ﻧﺤﻮك :اﻟﻌﺎﻗ ُﺮ ﺗﻠِ ُﺪ واﻟﺪةَ اﻹﻟ ِﮫ اﻟﻤﻐﺬﯾﺔَ
ﯾُﻌﯿﱢ ُﺪ ﺷﻌﺒُﻚ إذ ﺗﺨﻠﱠ َ
ﺺ ﻣﻦ وﺻﻤ ِﺔ اﻟﺰﻻ ِ
.ﺣﯿﺎﺗَﻨﺎ

اﻟﺮﺳﺎﻟﺔ
رب شعبَ َك وبا ِر ْك ميراثَ َك
خ ِّل ْ
ص يا ُّ
َ
خ الهي
رب أصر ُ
إليك يا ُّ
غ ِ
القد ِ
ص ٌل ِم ْن ِرسا َل ِة ِ
ه ِل َ
ِ
سول إلى أ َ ْ
الطيَة
س ال َّر
*فَ ْ
ّيس بو ُل َ
خـ َوةُ ،انْـظُروا مــا أ َ ْعـ ظَ َم الــكتابـ ِ
يــا إ ْ
ض وا
ـات الــتي َـك تَبْتُها إلــي ُكم ِبـ يَدي* إ َّن كـ َّـل الــذيـ َن يُــريــدو َن أ َ ْن يُـ ْـر ُـ
ص ِ
ض َ
س ِ
س ِدُ ،ي ـ ْل ِز ُـمـو َن ـ ُك ْم أ َ ْن َت ـ ْ
ال ُي ْ
خت َ ِتنُوا ،وإ َّنــما ذلِـ َـك لِ ـئ َ َّ
ليب امل َــسيحِ* ألنَّ
ط َـهـدوا ِ ـم ْن أج ـ ِل َ ـ
الج َ ـ
ِب َح َ ـ
ب َ
خ ـ روا
ـوس ،بَـ ـ ْـل إنَّـ ــما يُـ ــريـ ــدو َن أ ْن تَـ ــخت َ ِتنُوا لِيَفْت َ ِ ـ
س ُهم ال يَـ ــحفَظُو َن الـ ــنامـ ـ َ
الـ ــذي ـ ـ َن يَـ ــخت َ ِتنو َن ُهـ ـ ْم أن ـ ـفُ ُ
ِ
ساد ُكـ ْم* أ َّمــا أن ــا ،فَ ــحاش ــى ل ــي أ َ ْن أفْت َ ِ
ـص ِ
خـ َر ّ
ص لِبَ
ع امل ــسيحِ ،ال ــذي ِبـ ِـه ُ ـ
ج
ِبأ َ ْ ـ
ليب َربِّ ـنَا ي ــسو َ
إال ِبـ َ
س ال ِ
ـختا ُن ِب َ
ف ،بَ ْـل ال َ
خـلي َقةُ
الـعا َلـ ُم لـي وأنـا ُـ
ص لِبْ ُ
ت لِـ ْلعا َلـم ِ* ألنَّـ ُه فـي املـسيحِ يَـسو َ
ع َلـيْ َ
ـشي ٍْء وال الـ َق َل ُ
ب هــذا الــقانـ ِ
ح َم ٌة وعــلى إســرائـ َ
س ِ
ـيل اهللُ*
ور ْ ـ
ـون ،فَ ـ َعلي ِه ْم َ ـ
س ُل ُكو َن ِب َح َ ـ
الجــدي ـ َدةُ* و ُـك ُّـل الــذي ـ َن َي ْ ـ
س ال ٌم َ
س ِ
ب يَــسوع* ِنـ ْع َم ُة َربِّــنا
س دي ِ ـ
ـام ٌـل فــي َج َ ـ
ح ٌد أتْــعاب ـا ً فــيما بَ ـ ْع ُد ،فــإنّــي حـ ِـ
ب َعـ َليَّ أ َ َ ـ
فَــال يَ ْ ـ
مات الـ َّـر ِّ
ج لِ ْ

ع
يسو َ
املَسيحِ َمعَ ِ
روح ُكم أيُّها اإل ْ
خ َوةُ .آمني.

اﻹﻧﺠﯿﻞ اﻟﻤﻘﺪس

ِ
ِ
القد ِ
شريفٌ ِم ْن ِبشا َر ِة ِ
ص ٌل َ
الطاهر
ِّلميذ
ّيس يوحَ نّا اإلنْجيلِيِّ البَشي ِر والت
فَ ْ
ـس ِ
ـس ِ
قـ َ
ماء إ َّ
ه ـ َو ف ــي
ش ِر ال ــذي ُـ
ماء ،ابـ ـ ُن البَ َـ ـ
ـص َع ْد أ َ َـ
ال ال ــذي َنـ ـز ََل ِـم ـ َن ال ـ َّ
حـ ٌد إل ــى ال ـ َّ
بَ :لـ ـ ْم َي ـ ْ
ـال ال ـ َّـر ُّ
ـس ِ
ش ِر* لِـ َكيْ ال يَهـلِ َك ُـكلُّ
ـحيَّ َة فـي الـبَ ِّريَّ ِـةَ ،ـه َكذا يَـنْبَغي أ َ ْن يُـرفَـعَ ابْـ ُن البَ َـ
ماء* وكـما َرفَـعَ مـوسـى ال َ
ال َّ
حتَّى بَـذَ َل ابْـن َ ُه الـ َوحـي َد لِـ َكي
ب اهللُ الـعا َلـ َمَ ،ـ
ـؤم ُن ِب ِـه ،بَ ْـل تَـ ُكو ُن لـ ُه الـحياةُ األبَ ِـديَّـ ُة* ألنَّـ ُه َـه َكذا أ َ َـ
َـم ْن يُ ِـ
ح َّ

ِس ِل اهللُ ابـن َ ُه الــوحــي َد إلــى الــعا َلـم
 بَـ ْـل تــكو ُن َلـ ُه الــحياةُ األبــديَّـ ُة* فــإنَّـ ُه َلـ ْم يُـ ْـر ِـ،ـؤم ُن بـ ِـه
ال يَهــلِ َك ُـك ُّـل َمـ ْن يُـ ِـ
َ  َب ْل لِ ُي،ل َيد ِي َن العا َل َم
.ص ِب ِه العا َل ُم
َ خ َّل
ﻣﻼﺣظﺔ ﺑﺧﺻوص ﺗﻧﺎول اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن اﻟﻣﻘدس
 اﻻ إن اﻟﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﻲ،إن ﻣﻔﮭوﻣﻧﺎ ﻟﺗﻧﺎول اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن ﯾﻌﻧﻰ ﻋﻣوﻣﯾﺔ اﻟﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﯾﮫ ﻟذوى اﻟﻌﻘﯾدة اﻟواﺣدة
ﺳر اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن اﻟﻣﻘدس ھﻧﺎ ﻣﻘﺗﺻر ﻓﻘط ﻋﻠﻰ أﻋﺿﺎء اﻟﻛﻧﺎﺋس اﻻرﺛوذﻛﺳﯾﺔ واﻟذﯾن ﯾﺣﺿرون أﻧﻔﺳﮭم
 ﻓﺈﻧﻧﺎ ﻧدﻋو اﻟﺟﻣﯾﻊ ﻟﻠﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﻰ اﻟﺧﺑز،ﺑﺎﻟﺻﻼة واﻟﺻوم واﻻﻋﺗراف ﻣﻧذ ﻓﺗرة ﻗرﯾﺑﺔ )وﻋﻠﻰ ﻛل ﺣﺎل
إذا رﻏﺑت أن ﺗﺻﺑﺢ ﻋﺿوا. ( رﺟﺎء ﻣراﺟﻌﺔ اﻟﻛﺎھن.اﻟﻣﻘدس اﻟذى ﯾوزع ﻋﻧد إﻧﺗﮭﺎء ﻣراﺳﯾم اﻟﻘداس
ﻓﻰ اﻟﻛﻧﯾﺳﺔ اﻻرﺛوذﻛﺳﯾﺔ.

Pastor’s Sermon
The Sunday before the Elevation of the Cross
By V. Rev. Timothy Baclig
September 12, 2021
The Feast and message of the Holy Cross speak to us as parents,
grandparents, godparents and teachers. The Church places great emphasis
on the meaning of the Cross this week that it includes three (3) gospel
lessons, beginning today: The Sunday before the Feast, September 14, the
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross, and The Sunday after the Feast
(next Sunday).
The lesson points to the many choices we face as children, young
people, young adults, husbands, wives, parents, godparents; choices that
always begin with parenting and the challenge to love with the sacrificial
love of God. It is the same lesson heard in the Sacrament of Holy Baptism
when Godparents are reminded of their commitment to Christ and their
responsibility to teach their Godchildren by example (word and deed). It is
the same lesson heard in the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony when a couple is
challenged to love as Christ loved the church, “submitting to one another out
of reverence of Christ.” It is the same lesson heard at the time of an

ordination when one responds to God’s call to service. It is also the lesson
leaned in the Sacrament of Healing, and includes the Sacrament of
Confession and reconciliation.
With each Sacrament, the lesson remains the same: Love is never
mastered. It is always tested. It is grounded in commitment and devotion.
It always begins in humility. It is selfless and (as we hear St. Paul say) is not
proud, not rude or boastful, does not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. It is full of mercy. It protects, trusts, hopes, perseveres. It grows with
patience and is never practiced in a vacuum. It is greater than faith and hope
[see I Corinthians 13]. Love is eternal.
In today’s gospel we clearly hear that love took the initiative: God so
loved the world that He gave… It is sacrificial but not presumptuous; not
without consideration or thoughtfulness. God’s love is also not conditional.
He did not say: “Get your act together and I’ll love you.” His love is not,
“I’ll love you if…” or “I’ll love you when…” It’s not even something He
needed to explain: “I love you because…” His love is grounded in His
relationship with His creation. And as the Author of Life, however, His love
is also not permissive. It cares. It speaks the truth, but lovingly. It extends
itself. It reaches out. Consequently, as Christians: Love works with others
for a greater good and considers a team effort more important that one’s
personal agenda or interest.
The Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is always on the 14th of
September. While it is a day with historical significance tied to the Holy
City of Jerusalem and specifically the Church of the Holy Resurrection—
that we today, celebrate its dedication; the Feast of the Cross is observed as a
day of strict fasting because (like the fast on Wednesday of each weekday),
we are reminded of our Lord’s passion; and like the fast of the Friday of
each weekday, we are reminded of our Lord’s Death.

Tuesday’s Divine Liturgy will take place at 10 a.m. The Gospel
reading for the Feast is of our Lord’s judgment and crucifixion, reminding us
of his passion; his saving work. It is the most important Feast of the fall
season, celebrating the redeeming love of God and renewing our lives and
equipping us with virtue of spiritual power.
We are reminded that the Holy Cross is called the “life-giving” Cross:
A sign of hope, as Christ is seen not as a victim but victor: He who
trampled down death by Death. It is a symbol of God’s unconditional love
as we hear in today’s Gospel. The Feast of the Holy Cross is among several
days in the Church calendar devoted to the theme of God’s boundless love,
His supreme sacrifice and what it means to committed to Christ. Finally, the
Holy Cross is for us an ironic emblem. It called a “weapon of peace” and
and “trophy invincible.” It is the symbol of deliverance and healing. For St.
Paul the Cross is our boast. It is the cause of joy because its end is God’s
victory over sin and death: His triumph in the Holy Resurrection!
These very facts are heard in the content of today’s short and very
concise Gospel lesson: “No one has ascended into heaven but He who
descended from heaven, the Son of man. And as Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, so must the Son of man be lifted up, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so loved the world
that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have eternal life. For God sent His Son into the world, not to condemn
the world, but that the world might be saved through Him.”
God’s prophetic word is complete and there is no need for any new
prophet. Most importantly, as Christians we must now be vigilant in
knowing how to respond and not react to all that we see and hear around us.
In every circumstance our response is in love. That love, however, is
grounded in the truth. And our actions cannot be anything other than what is
based upon that Christ has fulfilled and accomplished for us.

Prayer
O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance, granting victory
over the adversary and by the power of your life-giving Cross, guard and
protect all who follow Thee!

