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The Beheading of the Forerunner and Baptist John

Venerable Theodora of Thessalonica; Theopistis and Joseph the Sanctified of Samaka

Sunday, August 29, 2021

Tone 1; Eothinon 10

Apolytikion of the Resurrection (Tone 1)
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding
Thy most pure body, Thou didst arise on the third day, O Savior,
granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly powers cried
aloud unto Thee, O giver of life. Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ,
glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the
lover of mankind.

Apolytikion of the Baptist’s Beheading (Tone 2)
The memory of the righteous is celebrated with songs of praise, but the
Lord’s testimony is sufficient for thee, O Forerunner. Thou wast shown
indeed to be the most honorable of the prophets, for in the waters thou
didst baptize Him Whom they had proclaimed. After suffering with joy in
behalf of the truth, thou didst proclaim even to those in Hades the God
Who appeared in the flesh, Who taketh away the sin of the world, and
granteth us Great Mercy.

Apolytikion of our Patron, Michael the Archangel (Tone 2)
O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts, we beseech thee, though we are
unworthy, pray that we may be encompassed with a shadow of thine
unearthly glory; preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly: Deliver us
from oppression since ye are the prince of the highest powers.

Kontakion of the Theotokos (Tone 4)
By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from
the reproach of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered from the
corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having been saved from
the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the
Theotokos, who nourisheth our life.

Daily Readings
THE EPISTLE (for the Baptist)

The righteous shall rejoice in the Lord. Hearken unto my voice, O God.

The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (13:23-33)
In those days, as John was fulfilling his course, he said, “Who do
you suppose that I am? I am not He. But behold, there comes One after
me the shoes of whose feet I am not worthy to unloose.” Men, brethren,
children of the stock of Abraham, and those among you who fear God, to
you is the word of this salvation sent forth. For those who dwell in
Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they did not know Him, nor yet the
voices of the prophets which are read on every Sabbath, fulfilled these by
condemning Him. And though they found no cause of death in Him, yet
they asked Pilate that He should be slain. And when they had fulfilled all
the things that were written of Him, they took Him down from the tree,
and laid him in a tomb. But God raised Him from the dead; and for many
days He was seen by those who came up with Him from Galilee to
Jerusalem, who are now His witnesses to the people. And we bring you
the good news of the promise made to the fathers, that God has fulfilled
the same to us their children, in that He raised up Jesus again.

THE GOSPEL (for the Baptist)
The Reading of the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark (6:14-30)
At that time, Jesus’ Name had become known, and King Herod
heard of it. Some said, “John the Baptizer has been raised from the
dead; that is why these powers are at work in Him.” But others said, “It
is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet, like one of the prophets of
old.” But when Herod heard of it he said, “John, whom I beheaded, has
been raised.” For Herod had sent and seized John, and bound him in
prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he had
married her. For John said to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have
your brother’s wife.”
And Herodias had a grudge against him, and
wanted to kill him. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing
that he was a righteous and holy man, and kept him safe. When he
heard him, he was much perplexed; and yet he heard him gladly. But an
opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his
courtiers and officers and the leading men of Galilee. For when Herodias’
daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests; and
the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, and I will grant

it.” And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, even half
of my kingdom.” And she went out, and said to her mother, “What shall I
ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptizer.” And she came in
immediately with haste to the king, and asked, saying, “I want you to
give me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And the king
was exceedingly sorry; but because of his oaths and his guests he did not
want to break his word to her. And immediately the king sent a soldier
of the guard and gave orders to bring his head. He went and beheaded
him in the prison, and brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the
girl; and the girl gave it to her mother. When his disciples heard of it,
they came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb. The Apostles
returned to Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught.

The Synaxarion
On August 29 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate the
beheading of the holy, honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and
Baptist John.
Verses
A defiled and blood-stained hand now cutteth off with the sword
The head of him who placed his hand on the head of the Lord.
On the twenty-ninth a bronze edge cut the neck of the Forerunner.
Herod Antipas, son of the Herod who slew the young children in
Bethlehem at the time of the Savior’s birth, ruled of Galilee when John
the Baptist preached. The evil Herod put away his lawful wife, the
daughter of Prince Aretas, and took Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, to
live with him while Philip was still alive. John the Baptist stood up
against this lawlessness and strongly denounced Herod, at which Herod
threw him into prison and ordered him beheaded. The event is recalled
in today’s Orthros and Liturgy Gospel lections. John’s disciples took the
body of their teacher by night and buried it, but Herod tore out John’s
tongue with a needle and then buried his head in an unclean place. God
quickly punished the evildoers. Prince Aretas, to avenge his daughter’s
honor, attacked Herod with his army and brought him to his knees. As
exiles, Herod and Herodias lived in need and debasement until the earth
opened and swallowed them up. Salome, Herodias’ daughter, came to a
bad end in the river Sikaris. The Church commemorates the beheading

today because a church that had been built over his grave in Sebastia by
Emperor Constantine and Empress Helena was consecrated on this day.
On this day, we also commemorate the Venerable Theodora of
Thessalonica; and Theopistis and Joseph the Sanctified of Samaka. By
their intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
A Note Regarding Holy Communion
Since we understand Communion to mean that we have all things in common, sharing an identical Faith, only those
who are members of the Orthodox Church and who have prepared themselves through prayer, fasting and recent
Confession may participate in Holy Communion. (We invite all, however, to partake of the blessed bread which is
distributed at the dismissal.) Please see the Pastor for inquiries on how to become a member.

OFFERINGS
Memorial wheat is being offered by Carolyn Sadd, the Sadd Khouri and
Lewin families for the ten year memorial of the servant of God, Adeeb G.
Sadd (+31 August, 2011). Memory eternal.
Holy Bread is also being offered by Robert & Amal Makhoul in loving
memory of Diab Makhoul (+25 August, 1999), beloved father, grandfather
and great grandfather. Prayers are also offered in memory of Khazma
Makhoul, Georges & Saade Mebarkah, Deacon Fadel Mebarkah, Aziz
Mebarkah, Badria Ablahad; and for the continued health of Rita Makhoul
& Stephen, Christian and Nicholas Ablahad; Andrew & Jenna Makhoul
and Charles Makhoul.
Holy Bread is being offered with the passing of our beloved and dear
uncle Emile Skaff, always with us throughout our lives. He will be
forever missed. And our sincerest condolences to our cousins Frank and
Jocelyn; love, Jeanice, Gina and Edward Deeb and family.
Special offerings and requests for prayer are being made . . .
by the Deeb family in loving memory of Rose Ghattas Deeb
(+31 August, 2002). Memory eternal.
for Katherine Leilani Baclig, celebrating her tenth birthday (August 25th)
by her grandfather, Father Timothy Baclig. May God protect her and
grant her many years!

for the repose of the newly-departed Khouriye Helen Oscar-Ashie
(+25 August, 2021) Memory eternal.
in loving memory of Emile Skaff and for the comfort and
peace of all his family, offered by Samia Habib.
for God’s peace for Mae Tortolano during her time of the loss of
her brother, Emile Skaff; offered by her secret sister.
for the safe travels in Syria of Mary Minassian,
she and Troy’s daughter, Sophia.
NOTICE: The private services for Emile Skaff (+24 August, 2021) will
include an interment at St. Nicholas Memorial Gardens (Valhalla
Cemetery in North Hollywood) on Wednesday, September 8, 2021 at 2:30
p.m. open to everyone. Wearing an appropriate face covering and safe
distancing is requested. Spiritual Bouquets may be made to St. Michael
Church Building Fund (16643 Vanowen Street; Van Nuys, CA; 91406) or
through the parish website at: www.stmichaelvannuys.org
Please
earmark your memorial gift: “Skaff Spiritual Bouquet.”
Blessed be the
memory of our father, grandfather, brother, uncle, and fellow parishioner,
Emile. Memory eternal.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
The Indiction [Beginning of the New Church Year] - September 1st
The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost and the 11th Sunday of Matthew
The Prophet Zachariah, Father of the Forerunner
Saturday, September 4th, Great Vespers, 5 p.m.
Sunday, September 5th, Orthros, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m.
Feast of the Nativity of the Holy Theotokos - Thursday, September 8
Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Live-streaming Sunday Orthros and Liturgy

If you are unable to be with us at church on Sunday, are on vacation or
out-of-town, plan to view all of our scheduled church services on-line by
logging on to: either FaceBook or YouTube via our parish website:
<www.stmichaelvannuys.org> Your church offering may be made on-line
via our website “Donation” tab or by mailing your check to the church at:
16643 Vanowen Street; Van Nuys, California; 91406. Mailing your check to
the church will save our church a 3% service charge. Other options for
your contributions include:
a) automatic bill pay and b) recurring
automatic withdrawal, both of which may be arranged with your bank.
You may contact us for assistance with any of these options; especially
when information of our bank routing and account numbers are needed.
E-mail your questions to: frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org

Church Attendance
We are currently requesting that everyone attending our church services
to again wear face coverings due to the City policy regarding the rapid
rise in the Delta COVID Variant. Questions will also be answered by Father
Timothy by e-mail at: frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org The Sacraments
are also available on weekdays by appointment.

Weekly Bible Study Resumes This Tuesday (August 31)
Our next Bible Study will be held on Tuesday evening, August 31st, at 7
p.m. We will be continuing our study of St. Paul’s Epistle to the Corinthians.
A link to the Zoom meeting will be sent out in an e-mail. Sessions are
recorded for those unable to attend who may also request the link to the
study. Plan to join us.

Upcoming Events
5th Annual Orthodox Advanced Leadership Conference
September 21-19, 2021
Register at: https://www.orthodoxservantleaders.com/events.html
30th Annual St. Michael Annual Golf Classic (TBA)
Diocesan Fall Gathering - October 8-10, 2021
Host: St. John Church; Orinda, California

Come meet your Teachers

SPECIAL DATES
Church School Registration

Come meet your teachers
Sunday, September 12th
First Day of Church School

Sunday, September 19th

Youth Month = October

Teens to participate
in the reading of the Epistles and ushering

Church School Christmas Program

Sunday, December 12th

Church School Christmas Program Rehearsal
to be announced

Orthodox Easter (Agape) Service
Followed by an Easter egg hunt for children
Sunday, April 24th

Note to Coffee Hour hosts: coffee and paper goods will be provided each week.
Holy Bread Offering List

Coffee Hour Hosts Calendar

Sep 05 - open
Sep 08 - open (Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos)
Sep 12 - open
Sep 19 - open
Please contact Fr. Timothy (818/219-3761; frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org) to sign-up to offer Holy Bread.

Bookstore Orders Available on Parish Website
You may place an order through our parish website or e-mail Bobbi
Monsue (Manager) for special orders at: bobbi_monsue@att.net.
Your
credit card will also be accepted for payment. Please come in and
browse through our expanding selection of books, icons and gift ideas.
Special orders may also be made by request.

Lecture on the Holy Land Monotheistic Faiths
For the past three years, Father Timothy has been providing seasonal
lectures to pre-college and college students on the subject: “The Three
Monotheistic Faiths of the Holy Land: Judaism, Christianity and Islam.” You
are welcome to receive the recorded links to the lecture by request.
Simply e-mail Father Timothy at: frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org

Our 2021 Pledge Form Provided with this Bulletin
As a committed member of St. Michael Church, please complete a new
2021 form. Everyone’s financial situation is subject to changes from year
to year. In the same way, our parish depends upon the financial pledge
commitments of its members in order to meet its monthly expenses. We
thank everyone for their faithful financial support of our parish and all who
have made additional contributions to our Building Fund. Please note the
four options available for your offerings listed on the form:
1) hardcopy
check mailed or brought to church, 2) automatic bill pay, 3) on-line credit
card contribution, and 4) recurring automatic bank withdrawal.

St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church
16643 Vanowen Street, Van Nuys, CA 91406 Phone: 818-994-2313
Website: www.stmichaelvannuys.org

2021 CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT FORM

1. All enrolled members must first fulfill a fair share contribution that is paid 100% by St. Michael Church
to the Archdiocese annually (this does not include your family pledge obligation BELOW).

Total number of baptized Orthodox persons (age 18 & above) in your household_____$50 each______
Total number of baptized Orthodox persons (age 17 & under) in your household_____$35 each______
(Please print all names with information in the section below)

2. In gratitude of God’s blessings, I / we pledge to contribute St. Michael Church expenses.
A total annual amount of:
$______weekly

$______monthly

___ (see Treasure self-assessment chart)

$______quarterly

Name ___________________________________

$______semi-annually

$______annually

Spouse Name _______________________________

Phone number ___________________________ E-mail Address ______________________________
Address ________________________________

3. How do you wish to pay?

City________________ State______ Zip_________

We accept personal checks or credit card payments. (See below)

a. You may write a check to “St. Michael Church” and mail it to the Church Office.
(see address above)
b. You may process an “automatic bill pay” with your bank that will mail a recurring monthly hardcopy earmarked check to St. Michael Church.
c. You may pay by credit card using our website donation page (a 3% processing fee will apply)
at: https://www.stmichaelvannuys.org/donate/ and we will be immediately notified.
d. You may arrange for a recurring monthly automatic withdrawal from your bank account using
our church bank routing number and bank account.
Note: Each donation to St. Michael Church should be earmarked, i.e., “Building Fund,” “Pledge,” etc.
Print names of baptized Orthodox persons in your household.
_________________________________________________________________
Name

________________
Age

_________________________________________________________________
Name

________________
Age

_________________________________________________________________
Name

________________
Age

_________________________________________________________________
Name

________________
Age

_________________________________________________________________
Name

________________
Age

New Church Building Fund
As we approach the completion of our new church building project it has
been determined that we are $400,000.00 dollars short in order to obtain a
Certificate of Occupancy from the City of Los Angeles. We still have
many items to comply with, that include codes set by the City and State
in order to be able to worship in our new church as a “public use building."
We are very thankful for the many who have generously supported our
Project, however, several households of our parish who have not donated
to our project.
We have now developed a parishioner loan program that will enable you
to help us reach our goal of occupancy ($50,000.00 dollar minimum),
whereby you will be paid interest on the loan plus a five-year payback.
This will be backed by a Promissory Note. There are other details that will
be discussed should you express a willingness to lend the money to the
church.
We are also exploring a Line of Credit with a lending institution. In the
case of a Line of Credit you only pay interest on the money you draw,
and not the established amount of credit. Ideally, we would like to avoid
any type of loans and remain debt free. Should you have any questions
please contact Ron Zraick by e-mail ronaldzraick@gmail.com or by phone
at 310-897-1571.
EOTHINON 9
9اﻻﯾﻮﺛﯿﻨﺎ

TONE 8
8 اﻟﻠﺤﻦ

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost and
The Ninth Sunday of Matthew

The After-Feast of the Holy Dormition of the Theotokos
Martyrs Floros and Lauros of Illyria;
Venerable Sophronios of St. Anne Skete on Athos

طﺮوﺑﺎرﯾﺔ اﻟﻘﯿﺎﻣﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻠﺤﻦ اﻟﺜﺎﻣﻦ
َ
َ
 ﻓﯿﺎ ﺣﯿﺎﺗَﻨﺎ,اﻵﻻم
 ﻟﻜﻲ ﺗُ ْﻌﺘِﻘَﻨﺎ ﻣﻦ,اﻷﯾﺎم
وﻗﺒﻠﺖ
,اﻧﺤﺪرت ﻣﻦ اﻟﻌﻠ ّﻮ ﯾﺎ ﻣﺘﺤﻨﻦ
اﻟﺪﻓﻦ ذا اﻟﺜﻼﺛ ِﺔ
َ
ِ
ِ
.وﻗﯿﺎ َﻣﺘَﻨﺎ ﯾﺎ ربّ اﻟﻤﺠ ُﺪ ﻟﻚ

طﺮوﺑﺎرﯾﺔ رﻗﺎد واﻟﺪة اﻹﻟﮫ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻠﺤﻦ اﻷول
ﻓﻲ ﻣﯿﻼدك ﺣﻔﻈﺖ اﻟﺒﺘﻮﻟﯿﺔَ وﺻﻨﺘِﮭﺎ ,وﻓﻲ رﻗﺎ ِدك ﻣﺎ أھﻤﻠﺖ اﻟﻌﺎﻟ َﻢ ,ﯾﺎ واﻟﺪةَ اﻹﻟﮫ ,ﻷﻧﻚ
اﻧﺘﻘﻠﺖ إﻟﻰ اﻟﺤﯿﺎ ِة ﺑﻤﺎ أﻧﻚ أ ﱡم اﻟﺤﯿﺎة .ﻓﺒﺸﻔﺎﻋﺎﺗِﻚ أﻧﻘﺬي ﻣﻦ اﻟﻤﻮت ﻧﻔﻮ َﺳﻨﺎ.
طروﺑﺎرﯾﺔ رؤﺳﺎء اﻟﻣﻼﺋﻛﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻠﺣن اﻟراﺑﻊ
َ
ـﯾر اﻟﻣﺳـﺗﺣ ّﻘﯾن ،ﺣـ ّﺗﻰ أ ّﻧـﻛم
ـﺗوﺳـل ُ إﻟـﯾﻛم ﻧـﺣن ﻏ َ
أ ّﯾـﮭﺎ اﻟـﻣﺗﻘدّ ﻣـونَ ﻋـﻠﻰ اﻷﺟـﻧﺎد اﻟـﺳﻣﺎوﯾـﯾن ،ﻧ ّ
ـﯾر اﻟﮭـﯾوﻟـﻲ ،ﺣـﺎﻓـظﯾنَ إ ّﯾـﺎﻧـﺎ ﻧـﺣنُ اﻟـﺟﺎﺛـﯾن
ﺑـطﻠﺑﺎ ِﺗـﻛم ﺗـﻛﺗﻧوﻓـوﻧـﻧﺎ ﺑـظل ﱢ أﺟـﻧﺣ ِﺔ ﻣﺟـ ِدﻛـم ﻏ ِ
اﻟﻘوا ِ
ﺑﻐﯾر ﻓﺗور ،أﻧﻘذوﻧﺎ ﻣنَ اﻟﺷداﺋد ،ﺑﻣﺎ أ ّﻧﻛم رؤﺳﺎ ُء ﻣراﺗ ِ
ت اﻟﻌﻠوﯾﺔ.
َواﻟﺻﺎرﺧﯾنَ
ب ّ
ِ
ﻗﻨﺪاق رﻗﺎد واﻟﺪة اﻹﻟﮫ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻠﺤﻦ اﻟﺜﺎﻧﻲ
ﱠ
ﱡ
ﺗﻜﻒ ﻋﻦ اﻟﺸﻔﺎﻋ ِﺔ ,واﻟﺮﺟﺎ ِء اﻟﻮطﯿ ِﺪ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻨﺠﺪات ,ﻟﻢ ﯾَﻀْ ﺒُﻄﮭﺎ ﻗﺒ ٌﺮ
إن واﻟﺪةَ اﻹﻟ ِﮫ اﻟﺘﻲ ﻻ
ٌ
اﻟﺪاﺋﻢ اﻟﺒﺘﻮﻟﯿﺔ.
ﻣﻮت .ﻟﻜﻦ ﺑﻤﺎ أﻧﱠﮭﺎ أ ُم اﻟﺤﯿﺎ ِة ﻧَﻘَﻠﮭﺎ إﻟﻰ اﻟﺤﯿﺎ ِة اﻟﺬي َﺣ ﱠﻞ ﻓﻲ ﻣﺴﺘﻮد ِﻋﮭﺎ
وﻻ
ِ

اﻟﺮﺳﺎﻟﺔ
ض ﯾﮭﻮذا.
اﻧﺬروا وأوﻓﻮا ﻟﻠﺮب إﻟ ِﮭﻜﻢ ,ﷲُ ﻣﻌﺮوفٌ ﻓﻲ أر ِ
اﻟﺮﺳﻮل اﻷوﻟﻰ إﻟﻰ أھﻞ ﻛﻮرﻧﺜﺲ.
ﺲ ﺑﻮﻟﺲ
ِ
ﻓﺼ ٌﻞ ﻣﻦ رﺳﺎﻟ ِﺔ اﻟﻘﺪﯾ ِ
ُ
ﯾﺎ إﺧﻮةُ ,ﻧﺤﻦ ﺷﺮﻛﺎء ﻓﻲ
أوﺗﯿﺖ ﻣﻦ
اﻟﻌﻤﻞ ﻣﻊ ﷲِ ,وأﻧﺘﻢ ﺣﻘ ُﻞ ﷲِ وﺑﻨﺎ ُء ﷲِ .وﺑﻘﺪر ﻣﺎ
ِ
ُ
اﻷﺳﺎس وآﺧﺮ ﯾﺒﻨﻲ ﻋﻠﯿﮫ .ﻓﻠﯿ ْﻨﺘﺒﮫ ﻛ ّﻞ واﺣ ٍﺪ ﻛﯿﻒ
وﺿﻌﺖ
ﻧﻌﻤ ِﺔ ﷲِ ,ﻛﺒﺎﻧﻲ ﻣﺎھﺮ,
َ
اﻷﺳﺎس اﻟﺬي وﺿﻌﮫ ﷲ ,أي ﯾﺴﻮع
ﯾﺒﻨﻲ .ﻓﻤﺎ ﻣﻦ أﺣ ٍﺪ ﯾﺴﺘﻄﯿ ُﻊ أن ﯾﻀ َﻊ أﺳﺎﺳﺎ ً ﻏﯿ َﺮ
ِ
اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ .ﻓﻜ ّﻞ ﻣﻦ ﺑﻨﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ ھﺬا
ﺐ أو ﻓﻀ ٍﺔ أو ﺣﺠﺎر ٍة ﻛﺮﯾﻤ ٍﺔ أو
اﻷﺳﺎس ﺑﻨﺎ ًء ﻣﻦ ذھ ٍ
ِ
ﺗﺒﻦ ,ﻓﺴﯿﻜﻮن ﻋﻤﻠﮫ ﺑﯿّﻨﺎ ,وﯾﻮ ُم اﻟﺮبّ ﯾﻌﻠﻨُﮫّ ,
ﻻن اﻟﻨﺎ َر ﻓﻲ ذﻟﻚ اﻟﯿﻮم
ﺧﺸ ٍ
ﺶ أو ٍ
ﺐ أو ﻗ ٍ
وﺗﻤﺘﺤﻦ ﻗﯿﻤﺔَ
ُ
ﺗﻜﺸﻔُﮫ
ق
ﻋﻤﻞ ﻛ ّﻞ واﺣﺪ .ﻓﻤﻦ ﺑﻘﻲ ﻋﻤﻠُﮫ اﻟﺬي ﺑﻨﺎه ﻧﺎ َل أﺟ َﺮه ,وﻣﻦ اﺣﺘﺮ َ
ِ
ﻋﻤﻠُﮫ ﺧﺴ َﺮ أﺟ َﺮه .أﻣﺎ ھﻮ ﻓﺴﯿﺨﻠﺺ ,وﻟﻜﻦ ﻛﻤﻦ ﯾﻨﺠﻮ ﻣﻦ
ﺧﻼل اﻟﻨﺎر .أَ َﻣﺎ ﺗﻌﻠﻤﻮن
ِ
ﯾﺴﻜﻦ ﻓﯿﻜﻢ؟ ﻓﻤﻦ أﻓﺴ َﺪ ھﯿﻜ َﻞ ﷲِ أھﻠﻜﮫ ﷲّ ,
أﻧّﻜﻢ ھﯿﻜ ُﻞ ﷲّ ,
ُ
ﻻن ھﯿﻜ َﻞ
وأن رو َح ﷲِ
.ﷲِ ﻣﻘﺪسٌ  ,وھﺬا اﻟﮭﯿﻜ ُﻞ ھﻮ أﻧﺘﻢ

اﻹﻧﺠﯿﻞ

ﺲ ﻣﺘﻰ
ﻓﺼ ٌﻞ ﺷﺮﯾﻒٌ ﻣﻦ ﺑﺸﺎر ِة اﻟﻘﺪﯾ ِ
ﻓﻲ ذﻟﻚ اﻟﺰﻣﺎن:أﻣﺮ ﯾﺴﻮع ﺗﻼﻣﯿﺬه أن ﯾﺮﻛﺒﻮا اﻟﻘﺎرب وﯾﺴﺒﻘﻮه إﻟﻰ اﻟﺸﺎطﺊ اﻟﻤﻘﺎﺑﻞ
ﺣﺘﻰ ﯾﺼﺮف اﻟﺠﻤﻮع .وﻟﻤﺎ ﺻﺮﻓﮭﻢ ﺻﻌﺪ إﻟﻰ اﻟﺠﺒﻞ ﻟﯿﺼﻠﻲ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻌﺰﻟﺔ .وﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ
ﺟﺎء اﻟﻤﺴﺎء ﻛﺎن ھﻨﺎك وﺣﺪه .أﻣﺎ اﻟﻘﺎرب ﻓﻜﺎن ﻓﻲ وﺳﻂ اﻟﺒﺤﺮ وﻛﺎﻧﺖ اﻷﻣﻮاج
ﺗﻠﻄﻤﮫ ,ﻻن اﻟﺮﯾﺢ ﻛﺎﻧﺖ ﻣﺨﺎﻟﻔﺔ ﻟﮫ .وﻋﻨﺪ آﺧﺮ اﻟﻠﯿﻞ ,ﺟﺎء ﯾﺴﻮع إﻟﻰ ﺗﻼﻣﯿﺬه ﻣﺎﺷﯿﺎ
ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺒﺤﺮ .ﻓﻠﻤﺎ رآه ﺗﻼﻣﯿﺬه ﻣﺎﺷﯿﺎ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﺒﺤﺮ ارﺗﻌﺒﻮا وﻗﺎﻟﻮا" :ھﺬا ﺷﺒﺢ!"
وﺻﺮﺧﻮا ﻣﻦ ﺷﺪة اﻟﺨﻮف .ﻓﻘﺎل ﻟﮭﻢ ﯾﺴﻮع ﻓﻲ اﻟﺤﺎل" :ﺛﻘﻮا أﻧﺎ ھﻮ ,ﻻ ﺗﺨﺎﻓﻮا!" ﻓﻘﺎل
ﻟﮫ ﺑﻄﺮس" :إن ﻛﻨﺖ أﻧﺖ ھﻮ ,ﯾﺎ ﺳﯿﺪ ,ﻓﻤﺮﻧﻲ أن أﺟﻲء إﻟﯿﻚ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻤﺎء ".ﻓﺄﺟﺎﺑﮫ
ﯾﺴﻮع" :ﺗﻌﺎل ".ﻓﻨﺰل ﺑﻄﺮس ﻣﻦ اﻟﻘﺎرب وﻣﺸﻰ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻤﺎء آﺗﯿﺎ إﻟﻰ ﯾﺴﻮع .وﻟﻜﻨﮫ
ﺧﺎف ﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ رأى ﺷﺪة اﻟﺮﯾﺢ ﻓﺄﺧﺬ ﯾﻐﺮق ,ﻓﺼﺮخ" :ﻧﺠﻨﻲ ,ﯾﺎ ﺳﯿﺪ!" ﻓﻤﺪ ﯾﺴﻮع ﯾﺪه
ﻓﻲ اﻟﺤﺎل وأﻣﺴﻜﮫ وﻗﺎل ﻟﮫ" :ﯾﺎ ﻗﻠﯿﻞ اﻹﯾﻤﺎن ,ﻟﻤﺎذا ﺷﻜﻜﺖ؟" وﻟﻤﺎ ﺻﻌﺪا إﻟﻰ اﻟﻘﺎرب
ھﺪأت اﻟﺮﯾﺢ .ﻓﺴﺠﺪ ﻟﮫ اﻟﺬﯾﻦ ﻛﺎﻧﻮا ﻓﻲ اﻟﻘﺎرب وﻗﺎﻟﻮا :ﺑﺎﻟﺤﻘﯿﻘﺔ أﻧﺖ اﺑﻦ اﻟﻠﮫ!"
وﻋﺒﺮوا إﻟﻰ ﺑﺮ ﺟﻨﯿﺴﺎرت.
ﻣﻼﺣظﺔ ﺑﺧﺻوص ﺗﻧﺎول اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن اﻟﻣﻘدس
إن ﻣﻔﮭوﻣﻧﺎ ﻟﺗﻧﺎول اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن ﯾﻌﻧﻰ ﻋﻣوﻣﯾﺔ اﻟﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﯾﮫ ﻟذوى اﻟﻌﻘﯾدة اﻟواﺣدة ،اﻻ إن اﻟﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺳر اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن
اﻟﻣﻘدس ھﻧﺎ ﻣﻘﺗﺻر ﻓﻘط ﻋﻠﻰ أﻋﺿﺎء اﻟﻛﻧﺎﺋس اﻻرﺛوذﻛﺳﯾﺔ واﻟذﯾن ﯾﺣﺿرون أﻧﻔﺳﮭم ﺑﺎﻟﺻﻼة واﻟﺻوم
واﻻﻋﺗراف ﻣﻧذ ﻓﺗرة ﻗرﯾﺑﺔ )وﻋﻠﻰ ﻛل ﺣﺎل ،ﻓﺈﻧﻧﺎ ﻧدﻋو اﻟﺟﻣﯾﻊ ﻟﻠﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﻰ اﻟﺧﺑز اﻟﻣﻘدس اﻟذى ﯾوزع ﻋﻧد
إﻧﺗﮭﺎء ﻣراﺳﯾم اﻟﻘداس (.رﺟﺎء ﻣراﺟﻌﺔ اﻟﻛﺎھن .إذا رﻏﺑت أن ﺗﺻﺑﺢ ﻋﺿوا .ﻓﻰ اﻟﻛﻧﯾﺳﺔ اﻻرﺛوذﻛﺳﯾﺔ

