The Sixth Sunday of Pascha

Commemoration of the Blind Man

Venerable Stylites Simeon the Younger of the Mountain of Wonders and
Nikitas of Pereyaslavl-Zalesski; Martyr Meletios the General of Galatia;
Venerable Vincent of Lerins

Sunday, May 24, 2020 Tone 5; Eothinon 8
Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Tone 5)

Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father
and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation. For He took pleasure
in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead
by His glorious Resurrection.

Apolytikion for our Patron, Michael the Archangel (Tone 2)

O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts, we beseech thee, though we are
unworthy, pray that we may be encompassed with a shadow of thine
unearthly glory; preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly: Deliver us
from oppression since ye are the prince of the highest powers.

Kontakion of Pascha (Tone 8)

Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst
Thou destroy the power of Hades, and didst arise as victor, O Christ God,
calling to the myrrh-bearing women, Rejoice, and giving peace unto
Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost grant resurrection to the fallen.

Daily Readings
THE EPISTLE (for the Sixth Sunday of Pascha)

Thou, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve us.
Save me, O Lord, for the godly man hath disappeared.

The Reading from the Acts of the Apostles (16:16-34)

In those days, as we Apostles were going to the place of prayer, we
were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of divination and brought her
owners much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying,
“These men are servants of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the
way of salvation.” And this she did for many days. But Paul was



annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, “I charge you in the Name of
Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came out that very hour. But
when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul
and Silas and dragged them into the market place before the rulers; and
when they had brought them to the magistrates they said, “These men
are Jews and they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs which
it is not lawful for us Romans to accept or practice.” The crowd joined in
attacking them; and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave
orders to beat them with rods. And when they had inflicted many blows
upon them, they threw them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them
safely. Having received this charge, he put them into the inner prison
and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening
to them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the
foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors
were opened and every one’s fetters were unfastened. When the jailer
woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and
was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But
Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.”
And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell
down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out and said, “Men, what
must I do to be saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and
you will be saved, you and your household.” And they spoke the word of
the Lord to him and to all that were in his house. And he took them the
same hour of the night, and washed their wounds, and he was baptized
at once, with all his family. Then he brought them up into his house,
and set food before them; and he rejoiced with all his household that he
had believed in God.

THE GOSPEL (for the Sixth Sunday of Pascha)

The Reading of the Holy Gospel is according to St. John
(9:1-38)

At that time, when Jesus was passing, He saw a man blind from
his birth. And His Disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or
his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “It was not that
this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be
made manifest in him. I must work the works of Him Who sent me,



while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in
the world, I am the light of the world.” As He said this, he spat on the
ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man’s eyes with the
clay, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” [which means Sent].
So he went and washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those
who had seen him before as a beggar, said, “Is not this the man who
used to sit and beg?” Some said, “It is he”; others said, “No, but he is
like him.” He said, “I am the man.” They said to him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus made clay and
anointed my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash’; so I went and
washed and received my sight.” They said to him, “Where is He?” He
said, “I do not know.” They brought to the Pharisees the man who had
formerly been blind. Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the
clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had
received his sight. And he said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I
washed, and I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from
God, for He does not keep the Sabbath.” But others said, “How can a
man who is a sinner do such signs?” There was a division among them.
So they again said to the blind man, “What do you say about Him, since
He has opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.” The Jews did not
believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they
called the parents of the man who had received his sight, and asked
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he
now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and
that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we
know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for
himself.” His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the
Jews had already agreed that if any one should confess Him to be Christ,
he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is
of age, ask him.” So for the second time they called the man who had
been blind, and said to him, “Give God the praise; we know that this man
is a sinner.” He answered, “Whether He is a sinner, I do not know; one
thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said to him,
“What did He do to you? How did He open your eyes?” He answered
them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you
want to hear it again? Do you too want to become His disciples?” And
they reviled him, saying, “You are His disciple, but we are disciples of
Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we



»

do not know where He comes from.” The man answered, “Why, this is a
marvel! You do not know where He comes from, and yet He opened my
eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a
worshiper of God and does His will, God listens to him. Never since the
world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man
born blind. If this man were not from God, He could do nothing.” They
answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?”
And they cast him out. Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and
having found him He said, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” He
answered, “And Who is He, Sir, that I may believe in Him?” Jesus said to
him, “You have seen Him, and it is He who speaks to you.” He said,
“Lord, I believe”; and he worshiped Him.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR

NOTE: There is no fasting for the forty-day period:
from Easter to the Feast of the Ascension (May 28th)

[Memorial Day* (USA) — Memorial Trisagion, 10 a.m.]

Great Feast of the Ascension — Vesperal Liturgy, April 27, 6:30 p.m.

Sunday of the After-Feast of the Ascension
Commemoration of the Holy Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council
Great Vespers — Saturday, May 30, 5 p.m.

Orthros — Sunday, May 31st, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m.

The Great Feast of Pentecost
Great Vespers, Saturday, June 6, 5 p.m.
Orthros — Sunday, June 7h, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m.

[Note: The week of June 8-12is a fast tree week]

Apostles’ Fast - June 15-28

*Memorial Day is a United States federal holiday observed on the last Monday of May.
Formerly known as Decoration Day, it commemorates U.S. men and women who died
while in the military service. First enacted to honor Union soldiers of the American Civil
War, the holiday was expanded after World War I and II and declared “Memorial Day”
by federal law in 1967.



Memorial Day* Trisagion - Monday, May 25

St. Michael Church Live-streaming, 10 a.m.
Forest Lawn (No. Hollywood), “Douma Plots” and Mausoleum 11:30 a.m.

For Planning Ahead

The Great Feast of Pentecost (fifty days after the Feast of the Resurrection) is
celebrated this year on Sunday, June 7th. There is no fasting during the week
following Pentecost. The Sunday of All Saints is celebrated on the Sunday
following Pentecost (June 14). From Monday, June 15 to Sunday, June 28, we observe
The Fast of the Holy Apostles. The period of this fast varies from year to year,
depending on the date of Easter. The traditional fasting discipline includes: no meat,
poultry, eggs, cheese, milk or other dairy products, fish, wine and olive oil on
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, with catalysis (allowance) for wine and olive oil
on Tuesdays and Thursdays (some also permit fish on Tuesdays and Thursdays),
and fish, wine and oil on Saturdays and Sundays. The Fast prepares us for the
celebration of the Feast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul (June 29), Patrons of the
Patriarchate of Antioch. Having rejoiced for the fifty days following Pascha (Easter),
the Apostles began to prepare for their departure from Jerusalem to spread Christ’s
message. According to Holy Tradition, as part of their preparation, they began to
fast with prayer to ask God to strengthen their resolve and to be with them in their
missionary undertakings.

OFFERINGS

Holy Bread is also being offered by Natali Kneizeh and family for the one-
year memorial of the servant of God, Mikhail Kneizeh (+28 May, 2019),
beloved husband, father and grandfather. Memory eternal

Special offerings and requests for prayer are being made . . .

by the Tamoush family for the repose of the newly-departed
Archpriest Elias Bitar (+21 May, 2020)
of blessed memory and eternal repose. Memory eternal.

for the one-year memorial of the servant of God, Violet Kavan
(+25 May, 2019). Memory eternal.

for the continued health and well being of Marie Skaff




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Live-streaming Sunday Orthros and Liturgy

Plan to view all of our scheduled church services on-line by logging on to:
either FaceBook or YouTube via our parish website:
<www.stmichaelvannuys.org> Your church offering may be made on-line
via our website “*Donation” tab or by mailing your check to the church at:
16643 Vanowen Street; Van Nuys, California; 91406. Mailing your check to
the church will save our church a 3% service charge.

Zoom Meetings Scheduled [Please note the “security password”]

Teens — Sunday, May 24th at 11:45 a.m., Use the link and security
password provided in a direct e-mail

Bible Study with Father Timothy — Tuesday, May 26 at 7 p.m. Use the link
and security password provided in the parish e-mail

5th and 6th Graders — Thursday, May 28th at 3:30 p.m. Use the link and
security password provided in a direct e-mail

Pre-K - 1st Graders — Friday, May 29th at 1:30 p.m. (new time!) Use the
link and security password provided in a direct e-mail

2nd - 4th Graders — Friday, May 29th at 3:30 p.m. (new time!) Use the link
and security password provided in a direct e-mail

Note: Sign-up to receive your child’s class Zoom link with Lila Coudsy at:
<lcoudsy@aol.com>. Father Timothy would also welcome scheduling a
Zoom Meeting with you and your family at any time by appointment.

Thank you!

We thank everyone for their contributions to our Lenten Food for the
Hungry People Campaign this year. A record: $2,179.50 was received and
will be turned in from St. Michael Church. We appreciate everyone's
support of this annual appeal, especially at a time when the need is great
for the many who will be supported by this annual collection.


http://www.stmichaelvannuys.org
mailto:lcoudsy@aol.com

Is There a Graduating Student in Your Family?

Please inform Father Timothy of any graduates in your family in order that
they will be among those on his prayer list.  Please include the school,
degree achieved and graduation date as appropriate.

Join in our Parish Bible Study Zoom Meetings

An “Orthodox Bible Study” provides a broad and complete study of the
full context of Holy Scripture (Old and New Testament) It is a
comprehensive approach to understanding God’'s Word from Holy
Tradition that includes: The Apostolic writings, Church Councils, the
Canonical Texts, Patristic Sources, Liturgical Texts of Services and the
experience of saints who have given testimony through their life as
witnesses of the faith through the centuries. This week’s "Virtual Bible
Study Zoom Meeting” will take place on Tuesday evening, May 26 at 7
p.m. Each study is limited to one hour. All who are interested may review
the previously recorded studies of May 4 and 11 by requesting the Zoom
link. Just e-mail Father Timothy at: <frfimothy@ stmichaelvannuys.org>
and will also receive a study guide. We are currently examining the New
Testament readings of the Paschal season and focusing upon the Epistles
of First and Second Peter.

Arab American Educational Foundation Scholarships

Once again the American Arabic Educational Foundation (AAEF) is
awarding scholarships to Southern California students of Arabic heritage.
The scholarship requires that the applicant be a graduating high school
senior or equivalent, planning to enter either an academic or vocational
school the term following the granting of the scholarship. The recipient
must_also be of Arabic Heritage, and resident of one of the following
California Counties: Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San
Bernardino, San Diego, or Ventura. Applicants must also be a citizen or
permanent resident of the United States. Applications may also be
submitted by college and graduate students. All of the above eligibility
and qualifications apply. Applications may be obtained by e-mail in
contacting: Fred Milkie, Jr. at <application@aaefscholarship.com> or by




downloading it from: http://www.aaefscholarship.com  Questions may
be directed to Fred Milkie, Jr. by phoning him atf: 818-535-4243. The
applications must be turned in no later than July 1, 2020.

Raies-Murr Educational Trust Scholarship

Only members, in good standing of St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox
Church (Van Nuys) or St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox Cathedral (Los
Angeles) and who have been accepted to or are currently enrolled in a
publicly supported (not private) institution of higher learning, including
eligible publicly supported vocational, technical and trade schools, are
eligible to apply for a Raies-Murr Scholarship.  Applications can be
obtained by e-mailing Mallory Murr at: <RaiesMurrScholarship
@gmail.com>. The applications must be returned by July 20, 2020.

Note to Coffee Hour hosts: coffee and paper goods will be provided each week.

Holy Bread Offering List Coffee Hour Hosts Calendar
May 27 - open (Feast of the Ascension) Note: There are no Coffee
May 31 - open Hours scheduled (indefinitely)

Jun 07 - open (Feast of Pentecost)
Jun 14 - open (Sunday of All Saints)

Please contact Fr. Timothy (818/219-3761; pastor@stmichaelvannuys.org) to sign-up to offer Holy Bread and
Cindy Tamoush at: (818-345-4363; famtamS@socal.rr.com) to sign-up for the Coffee Hour.

Upcoming Events

St. Michael Ladies Annunciation Tea - Postponed to August 15
Speaker: Mother Paraskeva of St. Barbara Monastery
Topic: “Sow to the Spirit: Preparing Now for the World to Come”

The 57th “Sweetheart Ball” - at the Universal Hilton Hotel
(Postponed to November 28, 2020)

Parish Life Conference - July 1-5, 2020 (Cancelled)
St. Nicholas Summer Camp - July 12 to August 1, 2020 (Cancelled)
Antiochian Clergy Symposium - July 20-24, 2020 (Cancelled)


http://www.aaefscholarship.com

29th Annual St. Michael Annual Golf Classic
(Postponed to Monday, November 2, 2020)

Study: “Building a Worshipping Community”

All of Father Timothy's presentations: “Building a Worshipping Community”
are now available on-line. Visit our parish website homepage
<stmichaelvannuys.org> and click onto link of the presentations on the
slider:  Part 1 - “Children in Church;” Part Il - “Church Hymnography;
Antiphonal Singing and Chanting;” Part lll - “lconography in the Church;
Their Order and Placement;” Part IV - “The Iconostasis, Its Purpose and
Function.” Part V, soon to be available will focus on “The ‘Assembly of the
Faithful' in the Nave and Its Furniture.”

Pastor’s Sermon
Sunday of the Blind man
by V. Rev. Timothy Baclig

May 24, 2020

Today is the Sunday prior to the Feast of the Ascension that will be
celebrated in our church with an evening Divine Liturgy this Wednesday evening ,
and live-streamed at 6:30 p.m. The eve of the Feast of the Ascension is the
conclusion of the festal season of Easter. Each Sunday since Holy Pascha, we
have been reading lessons from the Gospel of St. John, beginning with chapter one
on the night of Easter.

Today’s Gospel lesson is remarkable: The Healing of the Man Born Blind
was among the lessons read on the Saturday night of Easter, at the time when
Christian catechumen’s were baptized. It was chosen for the purpose of focusing
upon the themes of the Feast of the Resurrection, namely: washing, illumination,
healing, faith, conversion and salvation. The uniqueness of this miracle, chosen
among the baptismal lessons is that it highlights Christ’s work in unity with the
Father as a “new creation.” The unusual miracle that dumbfounded many was
unique because it is about a man whose choice was not to be blind. He was born
blind and the Lord worked a miracle.


http://stmichaelvannuys.org

All of us, like the blind man in today’s lesson, have contemplated at one
point in our life: who we are. We have perhaps tried to understand something
about what God intends for us to do — why we were born of a particular linage,
have certain predetermined traits, characteristics, dispositions, abilities or
disabilities. In all honesty, we don’t have all of the answers in this life. We are not
God, and may have to consider it a matter of “luck.” That is to say, live with the
cards that we have been dealt.

In a hymn from last night’s service we heard these words: The blind man
thought to himself and said: I wonder if I was born blind due to the sin of my
parents? Have I become an example of the faithlessness of the Gentiles? I cannot
stop asking: When is the night, when is the day? ...I have never seen the sun
shining, nor have I seen my Creator in any form whatsoever. I beseech Thee, O
Christ God, to look upon me and have mercy upon me.

You may recall that in the Gospel last week, the paralytic had been
paralyzed for 38 years, sat at the edge of the pool — the pool that... and when the
Lord saw him he said, “Do you want to be healed?” At the end of the lesson we
are told that on another occasion the Lord found the man at the Temple and
admonished him to stop sinning in order that nothing worse would happen to him.
In contrast to the lesson we hear today, the paralytic’s illness we understood to be
tied and related to sins he committed. This was not the case for the blind man.

Today’s Gospel lesson is found within the full context of a section of St.
John’s Gospel where our Lord is teaching in the Jerusalem Temple courts during
the Feast of Tabernacles — following the Feast of the Passover. On the final and
most important day of the Feast, the Lord boldly declared that He is the only
source of living or life-creating water (7:37-38); that He is “the light of the
world (8:12); that He was sent by the Father (8:16); that the Jews who failed to
recognize him were not the true descendants of Abraham (8:39). And then if
that was not enough to anger His audience, at the end of chapter eight in St. John’s
Gospel, we hear Him state that “Before Abraham was, I AM” (8:58). This
statement infuriated the Jews that they began stoning him because He used the
name of God for Himself; the name of God that was revealed to Moses on Mount



Sinai. Upon leaving the Temple, Jesus immediately performs the miracle that
demonstrates the truth of all that He claimed to be: He causes a man who was
born blind to see, and imparts something even greater: spiritual sight.

St. John tells us that “as Jesus passed by, He saw a man that was blind from
birth” (v. 1). Note that the man was not brought to Jesus. Nor did the man
approach Jesus asking for mercy. It is clear that in this case Jesus took the
initiative. The dialogue that follows between the Disciples and Jesus (vs. 2-3),
clears up a misconception that was a common superstition of that time: the belief
that the man’s blindness was a judgment upon him for the sins of his parents or the
result of his own sins.

In first century Palestine, the opinion of certain Epicurean philosophers was
very prevalent. The Epicureans believed that the soul had a pre-existence, and that
any sins committed in this pre-existent state then descended in an immaterial
manner into the body. Jesus, rejected such a belief and clearly stated, “Neither
this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed
in him” (John 9:3).

The belief of the Epicureans reminds me of some today who enjoy
captivating people’s attention, going around talking about their own interpretation
or superstition of what they believe God’s will is; especially when people are in
search for answers that are never easy, if even possible to find.

If you or I feel the need or have the desire to pray for someone, we should
do just that and never presume to know what God’s will is. There are times when
things of prayer are best never to be discussed with others. If God motivates you
to pray for someone, do that. Don’t talk about. Remember your conversation is
with God. You and I should never ever presume to know more than we do. One
who prays should not go witch hunting. Nor should you or I take upon ourselves
burdens which is not ours to carry. You and I are and will be accountable to God
for what are our own responsibilities.

In today’s lesson the followers of Christ were admonished to make use of
the day in working out their salvation, for the night of their death will come when



they will no longer be able to work. In verses 4 and 5 of today’s lesson we hear
Jesus say: I must work the works of Him who sent me, while it is day. the night
comes, when no man can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world. The Son of God is the light of the world. His work on coming into the
world is to enlighten every man (John 1:9). He must do this “while it is day”, that
is, as long as He is in the world (9:5). The “night comes, when no man can work”
is that time when Christ will be delivered up by sinful men who prefer darkness,
and He will go away. [Remember that later in the Gospel, at the time of Jesus’
betrayal, it was night, and at His crucifixion, “darkness fell over the whole
earth” (Luke 23:44).]

Just prior to performing the miracle, the Gospel records that Jesus spat on
the ground and made clay of spittle, then anointed the eyes of the blind man with
the clay (recall Genesis) and sent him to wash in the pool of Siloam. This
instruction made by Jesus was not without purpose. First, remember that Jesus
had been at the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem. Part of that feast involved
bringing a large urn of water from Siloam on the first seven days — but not the
eighth day, for the rites of purification. These rites were a figure of the true
purification, which is in Christ.  St. John Chrysostom comments that Jesus
intended to prove that He was not estranged from the Law and Old Covenant.
Further, the significance of using water from Siloam was to commemorate the
Hebrews wandering in the desert when water miraculously came out of the rock of
Horeb, when by God’s command, it was struck by Moses (Exodus 17:1-6).

The remainder of St. John’s Gospel speaks of the blind man’s spiritual
healing.  This part of the miracle can be best summarized by the church’s
Wednesday morning ode of the canon: When Thou didst open the eyes of him who
could not see the perceptible light, Thou didst enlighten the eyes of his soul as
well. Thou didst move him to glorify thee, for he had come to know Thee as the
Creator, who out of compassion did appear as a mortal man. The blind man goes
from his knowledge of experiencing the physical miracle to a complete conviction
about Jesus as the divine Son of God.



What follows is poetically described further in last Monday’s morning
hymn: Blindness [came upon] those who supposedly had eyes that saw, for
darkness seized their minds and souls and enshrouded their thoughts when they
beheld the man who was blind regain [his] sight. The Apostle Paul quotes the
Law and the Prophets in writing the Romans to describe God’s own doing. He
first quotes Deuteronomy 29:4 and Isaiah 29:10 — God gave them a spirit of
Stupor, eyes so that they could not see and ears so that they could not hear, to this
very day. And then quoting David’s prophesy: May their eyes be darkened so they
cannot see, and their backs be bent forever (Psalm 69:22, 23). This, the Apostle
goes on to say was accomplished by God in order that those who were not Jews
would be saved (Romans 11:11), and also that those who considered themselves
“chosen” might be made envious.

The dialogue heard between the blind man and the Pharisees that follows,
not only confirm the healing. What happens is that the blind man affirms his faith
and conviction in declaring that the One who gave him sight does the will of God
and did something never done before: “He opened the eyes of one born blind” (vs.
30-32). He has “to be of God” (v. 33).

In conclusion, we have heard about a man whose choice was not to be
blind. He was born blind and the Lord healed him dumbfounding many, some
who willfully chose to be blind; those who could not accept the truth, having great
difficulty with what they witnessed and heard. Their minds rejected what is
difficult for them to acknowledge. Third, and perhaps, the most shocking of all,
we heard about God who prevented some from seeing and understanding. For it
was God’s purpose that those who were perceived as the ones condemned and
outside of the promise would not be excluded but those who were “chosen” and
ultimately saved.

Prayer

O Christ our God, who by Thy pure touch did lighten the eyes of the man
born blind, illumine our souls eyes making us sons of the day amidst a world of
darkness. Illumine our hearts, O Master who loves mankind, with the pure light of
Thy divine knowledge, and open the eyes of our mind to understand and to



practice your message of forgiveness that has been at the heart of this Paschal
season. Implant in us also the fear of Thy blessed commandments, that trampling
down all fleshly desires, we man enter upon a spiritual manner of living, both
thinking and doing such things as are well pleasing unto Thee. For Thou art the
I1lumination of our souls and bodies, O Christ our God, and unto Thee we ascribe
glory, together with Thine unoriginate Father and Thine all-holy and good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever and unto ages of ages. A-men.
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