The Sunday of the Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ

The Prophet Haggai; Theophania, the Empress; Modestos, Archbishop of Jerusalem

Sunday, December 16, 2018

Tone 4; Eothinon 7

Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Tone 4)
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the
women disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation.
And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been
spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.

Apolytikion of the Holy Forefathers (Tone 2)
Thou hast justified by faith the ancient Forefathers, and through them
Thou hast gone before and betrothed unto Thyself the Church of the
Gentiles. Let the saints, therefore, take pride in glory; for from their seed
sprouted forth a noble fruit, and she it was who gave birth to Thee
without seed. Wherefore, by their pleadings, O Christ God, save our
souls.

Apolytikion for our Patron, Michael the Archangel (Tone 2)
O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts, we beseech thee, though we are
unworthy, pray that we may be encompassed with a shadow of thine
unearthly glory; preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly: Deliver us
from oppression since ye are the prince of the highest powers.

Kontakion of the Preparation of Christ’s Nativity (Tone 3)
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word
ineffably, Who was before all the ages. Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing
the gladsome tidings; with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him
Who is willing to be gazed on * as a young Child Who before the ages is
God.

Daily Readings
THE EPISTLE (for the Holy Forefathers)
Blessed art Thou, O Lord, the God of our Fathers.
For Thou art just in all that Thou hast done for us.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians (3:4-11)
Brethren, when Christ, Who is our life, appears, then you also will
appear with him in glory. Put to death therefore what is earthly in you:
fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is
idolatry. On account of these, the wrath of God is coming upon the sons
of disobedience. In these you once walked, when you lived in them. But
now put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and foul talk from
your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the
old nature with its practices and have put on the new nature, which is
being renewed in knowledge after the image of its Creator. Here there
cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian,
Scythian, slave, free man, but Christ is all, and in all.

THE GOSPEL (for the Holy Forefathers)
The Reading of the Holy Gospel is according to St. Luke (14:16-24)
The Lord spoke this parable: “A man once gave a great banquet,
and invited many; and at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to
say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for all is now ready.’ But, one
by one, they all began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have
bought a field, and I must go out and see it; I pray you, have me
excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to
examine them; I pray you, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have
married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant came and
reported this to his master. Then the householder in anger said to his
servant, ‘Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in
the poor and maimed and blind and lame.’ And the servant said, ‘Sir,
what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.’ And the
master said to the servant, ‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and
compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. For I tell you,
none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.’ For many
are called, but few are chosen.”

The Synaxarion
On December 16 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate
the holy and glorious Prophet Haggai; Theophania the empress; and
Modestos, archbishop of Jerusalem.

On this day we celebrate the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers (Ancestors) of
our Lord Jesus.
Verses
Receive joy, O Forefathers which lived aforetime,
As now ye behold at hand Christ the Messiah.
Be glad, O Abraham, for thou art shown to be the forefather of Christ.
We remember all the holy Patriarchs of the Old Testament who
prefigured or foretold Christ: Adam the first Father, Enoch, Melchizedek,
Abraham, the friend of God, Isaac, the fruit of the Promise, Jacob and
the twelve patriarchs. We then commemorate those who lived under the
Law: Moses, Aaron, Joshua, Samuel, David, and the Prophets: Isaiah,
Jeremiah, and Ezekiel; the twelve minor prophets; Elijah, Elisha,
Zachariah, and John the Baptist; and finally the Virgin Mary, the
intermediary between mankind and her divine Son. Indeed, the Lord
Jesus did not come to abolish the Law and the Prophets, but to redeem
humanity which bemoaned the weight of evil since Adam; to realize the
promise made to Abraham; to change the Law of Fear into the Law of
Love; and to give Resurrection and Life to mankind. This feast prepares
us for the Nativity of Jesus Christ, placing before us the anticipation and
hope for His coming among us.
By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O God, have mercy upon us. Amen.
A Note Regarding Holy Communion
Since we understand Communion to mean that we have all things in common, sharing an identical
Faith, only those who are members of the Orthodox Church and who have prepared themselves through
prayer, fasting and recent Confession may participate in Holy Communion. (We invite all, however, to
partake of the blessed bread which is distributed at the dismissal.) Please see the Pastor for inquiries on
how to become a member.

OFFERINGS
Holy Bread and memorial wheat* are being offered and the coffee hour
hosted this morning by the Meena, Abraham, and Gascou families for the
one-year memorial, and in loving memory of our beloved mother,
grandmother Lillian (+6 December, 2017); also remembering those who
have fallen asleep from the Meena, Abraham, Gascou, Butros, Hatem,
Slatko, Gerro, Shalat, Maloof, Horaney, Boutross and Burosa families.
Memory eternal.

Holy Bread is being offered by Ron & Kathy Zraick for the two-year
memorial of Protosyngelos Paul Doyle (+17 December, 2016) of blessed
memory and eternal repose.
Prayers are also offered for Ron & Kathy, celebrating their 60th wedding
anniversary (December 17). May God grant them many years!
Special offerings and requests for prayer are being made . . .
for the continued recovery and health of the child Rose Najjar.
by Patricia Malouf for the healing of Monica Harris.

____________________________________

* The offering of wheat (amha) for memorial services is a practice that can be traced back to the
middle of the fourth century. In earlier times, bread and wine with olives, cheese or rice were
offered in charity, and those who partook of them would pray, “Blessed be his/her memory.”
The wheat is cooked sometimes with honey or sugar, mixed with figs, raisins, nuts and other
sweets. The grain and fruit brought to the commemoration of the dead signifies that the dead
will truly rise again from the grave, for both grain, which is sown in the earth, and fruit, which
is laid on the earth, decays first and afterwards brings forth abundant ripe, whole fruit. The
honey or sugar used with the wheat signifies that after the resurrection of the Orthodox and the
righteous, there awaits a joyous and blessed life in the Heavenly Kingdom and not a bitter
sorrowful one.
The wheat prepared from grain expresses the faith of the living in the
resurrection of the dead to a better life, just as that seed, having fallen upon the ground,
although undergoing corruption yet grows to attain a better appearance. (See I Corinthians
15:35-57)

______________________________________________________________________________________

ANNOUNCEMENTS
December is “St. Ignatius Month” in the Antiochian Archdiocese
Members of the Order of St. Ignatius are assisting in the services this month.
Today’s ushers are: Reading the epistle this morning is Don Meena, and
delivering a brief message is: Fred Milkie. For more information on The
Order visit their website: www.orderofstignatius.org.

Teen SOYO Raffle Winners
We congratulate the winners of this year’s Teen SOYO Raffle: First Place Eid Sayegh, Second Place - Waleed Moujaes, Third Place - Chuck Malouf,
and thank everyone for their support of our Youth Program.

Food Pantry Christmas Collection
Our food collection for the Christmas holiday is due today. Please speak
with Cindy Tamoush should you have any questions or would like to make
a cash donation. Our parish provides assistance to the local “Loaves and
Fishes” food pantry in Van Nuys to assist with the needs of the homeless
and needy families in our area.

!
Hard to believe it’s nearly 2019, but it’s just around the corner!
Please be sure to review the 2019 Coffee Hour sign-up chart in our kitchen.
Reserve your choice date to honor a birthday, anniversary, memorial of a
loved one or just a random date to host or co-host a coffee hour.

Note to Coffee Hour hosts: coffee and paper goods will be provided each week.
Holy Bread Offering List
Coffee Hour Hosts Calendar
Dec 23 - open
Dec 23 - open
Dec 24 - open
Dec 25 - John Apostolou
Dec 30 - Ramez & Rima Hage
Dec 30 - Ramez & Rima Hage
Jan 01 - open
Jan 06 - open (Holy Theophany)
Jan 06 - open
Jan 13 - the Azzam and Hallak families Jan 13 - the Azzam and Hallak families
Please contact Fr. Timothy (818/219-3761; pastor@stmichaelvannuys.org) to sign-up to offer Holy Bread and
Cindy Tamoush at: (818-345-4363; famtam5@socal.rr.com) to sign-up for the Coffee Hour.

Church School Recess
Church School will begin a recess following today’s program. Classes will
resume on January 6, 2019, when we celebrate the Feast of Holy
Theophany.

SCHEDULE OF FESTAL SERVICES
[The Sacrament of Confession with Absolution is available by appointment
or up until 15 minutes prior to the services.]

The Sunday before The Holy Nativity
“The Sunday of the Genealogy”
Saturday, December 22nd – Great Vespers, 5 p.m.
Sunday, December 23rd – Orthros, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy,* 10 a.m.
THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY IN THE FLESH OF
OUR LORD, GOD, AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST
Monday, December 24th (Christmas Eve and Paramon)
The Ninth Royal Hour, 3 p.m.
Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great* – 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday, December 25th (Christmas Day)
Orthros and the Christmas Canon, 8:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy,* 10 a.m.
[There is no fasting from December 25th to January 4th]

The Circumcision of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ
and the Feast of St. Basil the Great (New Year’s Day)
Monday, December 31st (New Year’s Eve) – Great Vespers, 5 p.m.
with prayers for the New Year
Tuesday, January 1st (New Year’s Day) – Orthros, 8:45 a.m.;
Divine Liturgy,* 10 a.m., with prayers for the New Year
THE GREAT FEAST OF HOLY THEOPHANY (EPIPHANY)
Friday, January 4th — The Ninth Royal Hour, 4:30 p.m. followed by
Daily Vespers of the Paramon (Eve) of Theophany, 5 p.m.
Saturday, January 5th The Eve of Theophany (Paramon) – [observed as a strict fast day]
Daily Orthros, 9 a.m., The Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom* 10 a.m.
Great Vespers of Holy Theophany, 5 p.m.
Sunday, January 6th — Festal Orthros, 8:30 a.m. followed by “The Great Sanctification
of Water” immediately followed by The Festal Divine Liturgy
* Services with Holy Communion

Parish Council Officers Elected
We congratulate our newly-elected 2019 Parish Council Officers: Michael
Mitchell, Chair; Connie Barilla, Vice-Chair; Eric Nelson, Secretary; and Kris
Thabit, Treasurer. We sincerely thank the Council members whose terms
have expired: Three Council members were appointed by the Chair and
Pastor with the approval of the Council to serve a one-year term in the
next month. They are: Julie Bitar, Eric Nelson, and Dan Raju.

Young Adult Christmas Party
A “Potluck” Christmas Party is planned by Subdeacon Richard Ajalat for
Thursday, December 20th, at 7 p.m. at his home: 616 Groveview Lane; La
Canada, CA; 91011. For more information or if you plan to attend,
please contact Richard at: 818-800-2418 or by e-mail at:
rajalat@stmichaelvannuys.org

“O Lord, I Have Loved the Beauty of Thy House” (LXX Psalm 25:7)
Part Nineteen
The following article is the nineteenth of a series of writings that helps us to understand how
the relationship between the art, architecture and music of the Orthodox Church
communicates the presence of the Kingdom of God in this world. This article is written by
Father Timothy Baclig.

If by coming to church we are to deepen our experience of being members
of God’s Kingdom, it would help us to understand what is required of us in
properly preparing ourselves to be participants at God’s Banquet: The Divine
Liturgy. Within the service of the Divine Liturgy, the Holy Eucharist (Holy
Communion) is the “Sacrament of Sacraments.” It is the culmination of all of the
Sacraments, beginning with Holy Baptism (the Rite of Initiation), Holy
Chrismation (Confirmation), and the repeated “Sacraments of maintenance:”
Confession (Reconciliation) and Holy Unction (the Sacrament of Anointing for
healing). The other two: a) Holy Matrimony and b) Ordination where both, at
one time, fully contained within the service of The Divine Liturgy. Today,
Ordinations remain the only Sacrament that takes place within the service of the
Divine Liturgy when a Bishop is presiding.

In a previous article, mention was made about the place (within the
church structure) where Baptisms occur; also about the “Service of Crowning,”
when a couple is united in the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony in the church. Both
of these Sacraments, along with all other Sacraments that are culminated in the
Holy Eucharist, have their fullest meaning within the space of an Orthodox
Church structure: an “Icon of the Kingdom.” It is where the images of
iconography together with the church’s prayer language, as well as her
hymnography, aid the worshipping participant in their spiritual ascent. This is
precisely the reason why the full context of the Sacraments is known and
experienced within the space of God’s Temple: the Church sanctuary. The
Sacraments are for us a very tangible “point of contact” with God, as we become
full participants in the symbolic (but real) experience of being united to Christ in
God’s eternal Kingdom. And while some of these events have tended to be
perceived as “private” if not “personal” family events in people’s lives, they are
still Sacraments of the Church and not any family’s “private” or “personal”
affair. To be united to Christ in the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy
Chrismation; to be united to Christ by being reconciled to our brother and sister
in the Sacrament of Holy Confession (“Penance”), also to be anointed for healing
by Holy Unction; and to be consecrated for Holy Ordination in an rank of church
service; or to be crowned in the Mystery of Holy Matrimony as husband and
wife; and ultimately to be a recipient of the Holy Body and Blood of Christ “…for
the forgiveness of sins and unto life everlasting,” all of these encounters with
Christ through the Sacraments of the Church have their place and appropriate
time within the space of God’s House, the Church sanctuary, and within the full
context of the Church’s prayers, hymns and iconography. As “timeless events,”
they are truly not of this world. Therefore they are found to have their proper
context in God’s Holy sanctuary on earth. It is precisely for this reason, for
example, that weddings do not take place in parks or on beaches. A couple
receives the blessing of the Sacrament of Holy Matrimony, and participates in the
Sacramental life of the Church in the context of God’s eternal Kingdom that is
not of this world.
Varieties of weekday prayer services in the church, many of which occur
during periods of fasting, enable us to better prepare ourselves for various Feasts

of the year. One is never anxious or presumptuous in order to properly prepare
to receive the Sacrament. Preparation is instead, serious and intentional; with
humility, and at times, prayerful contrition. Numerous prayers are found in the
prayer books of the Church that help us to recognize our need to be repentant. In
a layman’s Prayer on Entering the Church Temple are these words: I will come
into Thy house in the plentitude of Thy mercy; and in fear I will worship toward Thy
Holy Temple… make my way straight before me, that with a clear mind I may glorify
Thee… And in a prayer said by the priest who prepares to literally enter into the
space of the Holy Altar are these words: How shall I the unworthy dare to enter the
brilliance of Thy Holy Place, for if I dare to enter my garment will renounce me for it is
not a wedding garment. Cleanse, O Lord, the defilement of my soul and save me, for
Thou art the Lover of Mankind!
Being mindful of our fallen state and sinfulness in order to repent is where
one always begins. God’s House, therefore, is for all of us, a place of refuge and
a place of hope; a tranquil haven. It is as “the eye of a hurricane” is the calm and
peaceful place of a world in a storm. We enter God’s House, just as we would
approach His Sacraments: “With fear of God, in faith and love…” And so, just as
our entrance through doors that bring us into the sanctuary of the Church should
never be with any sense of presumption, so must the Church structure provide
for us a sense of the Holy. That experience is not known or realized without the
exercise of earnest repentance. Hence, the glorious and brilliant imagery within
the sanctuary cannot always be exposed as it is uniquely revealed each year
during the forty-day period of Holy Pascha. Just as each of us must take
seriously the labor of prayer and fasting in order to properly prepare ourselves to
celebrate a Feast, so must the sanctuary of the church, at appropriate times,
reflect the season with distinctive shades of dark and bright colors. Similarly, the
function of the Royal Doors and the curtain of the iconostasion used at various
times of the services are a visual aid to us in our spiritual quest to be properly
united to Christ. [End of Part XVIX]
In the next article we will explore how all of the parts of our church
sanctuary: the images, the sacred articles and rituals do not become for us idols,
but “windows” and “points of contact” in our pilgrimage and ascent in prayer
and worship of the Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

Capital Funds Campaign Committee Recommends
Building Fund Donation Tax Benefits
A charitable donation of long-term appreciated securities, i.e., stocks,
bonds and/or mutual funds that have realized significant appreciation
over time is one of the best and most tax-efficient of all ways to give. This
method of giving has become increasingly popular in recent years. There
are two main advantages: 1) Any long-term appreciated securities with
unrealized gains (meaning they were purchased over a year ago, and
have a current value greater than their original cost) may be donated to
the church with the benefit of receiving a tax deduction for the full fair
value of the securities—up to 60% of the donor’s adjusted gross income; 2)
since the securities/stock is being donated rather than sold, capital gains
taxes from selling the securities no longer apply.
And the more
appreciation the securities have, the greater the tax savings will be.
Second: A Qualified Charitable Deduction (QCD) is an option for anyone
70.5 years of age or older. You are able to take advantage of withdraw
ing from your personal IRA (Individual Retirement Account) without paying
Federal or State Taxes. This will give the donor an opportunity to fulfill their
pledge. You would not be able to take a tax deduction on the donation,
however, not having to pay Federal or State Taxes on the IRA withdrawal
far exceeds the benefit of a tax deduction. [Your IRA deduction cannot
exceed $100,000 per year.]
In both of the above options the funds would need to be transferred from
either your Securities Brokerage Account or IRA Account directly to the St.
Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church Brokerage Account in order for the
donation to qualify.
Third: Many corporations provide their employees with a “Matching Funds
Program” to the charity of their choice. The amount may vary with each
company.
We suggest that you check with the Human Resources
Department or the Comptroller of the company where you are employed
to see if such a program is being offered.
St. Michael Church has benefited by all of the above from its members.
For more information please speak with Ron Zraick, Chairman of the
Capital Funds Campaign Committee <ronaldzraick@yahoo.com>.

St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church
of the San Fernando Valley
16643 Vanowen Street, Van Nuys, California 91406-4622
Metropolitan JOSEPH, Archbishop of New York and all North America
V. Rev. Timothy Baclig, Pastor
pastor@stmichaelvannuys.com

Church Telephone: 818/994-2313
www.stmichaelvannuys.com

December 16, 2018
Beloved Parishioners and Friends of St. Michael Church,
Seasonal greetings to you and your family as we anticipate the celebration of the
Feast of our Lord’s Birth!
As we near the end of our current calendar year and prepare our 2018 Annual
Budget we face two challenges: 1) Phase II of our new church sanctuary, and 2) meeting
our operating budget for the New Year. Each year our goal has been to meet our annual
budget with the annual pledges of our membership. We have not obtained our goal and
have faced a deficit for several years.
We thank you for your support of our parish with your attendance and
contributions. The parish ministries have grown and expanded to help meet the needs
of our growing parish. Having a financial commitment from every family is important
to helping us meet our month to month expenses. Please prayerfully consider an
increase to your 2018 pledge in 2019, or if you did not complete a 2018 Pledge Form,
plan to complete one for the New Year. Having membership annual pledges are
important to helping us meet our annual budget.
I and/or any member of our Parish Council will gladly speak with you in the
coming weeks to answer any question you may have.
In Christ,

Richard Tamoush
Stewardship Committee Chair

A Parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

Frequently Asked Questions When Completing a Pledge Form
What is the reason for completing an annual parish Pledge Form?
Each year planning for budgeted receipts and expenditures are an important part
of being responsible stewards of Christ’s church. Some of our month-to-month
expenses include: priest and staff salaries, utility and maintenance expenses, the
payment of property taxes (yes, churches do pay property taxes), and insurance.
It is not uncommon for these expenses increase each year. It is a goal of our
Parish Council to meet these expenses with the contributions of our members.
The Pastor does not receive stipends (monetary gifts) for house blessings,
baptisms, weddings and funerals if a family is not enrolled with the parish and
completed an annual pledge form. The Pastor’s living expenses and allowances
are included the Annual Budget of the parish.
What is an annual “Fair Share Commitment?”
Each parish of the Antiochian Archdiocese pays 10% of its parish income to assist
with the expenses of our bishops, Archdiocesan and Diocesan departments and
programs. Over one-fourth of the Archdiocese budget is dedicated to youth
programs. The annual payment to the Archdiocese from St. Michael Church is
10% or our parish income (excluding contributions received for the Building
Fund, charity collections, special Archdiocese collections, and memorial gifts).
This money is collected from our parishioners from their first contribution to the
church: $50 for each adult and $35 for each child (17 years of age or under) in a
household. All additional funds pledged by our parishioners assist with the
month-to-month expenses of the parish.
________________________________________________________________________

Thank you!
We thank everyone who helped to make our Annual Church School
Christmas Program meaningful and joyous.
We especially thank
contributors toward our Lenten Luncheon: Marilee Ajalat, Suzi Aparicio,
Tanya Milkie, Leilah Lewin, Carolyn Sadd, Nicole Webster, Bobbi Monsue,
our teachers, young adults, parents and all who provided us with
Christmas cookies.

PASTORAL SERMON
The Eleventh Sunday of Luke – Sunday of the Forefathers
By V. Rev. Timothy Baclig
December 16, 2018
During the period from December 11-14, the church commemorates the Holy
Forefathers of our Lord Jesus Christ. Today and next Sunday are the preparatory
Sundays for the birth of Christ. Next Sunday we will remember the ancestors of
Christ in the reading of our Lord’s genealogy. Today we commemorate the Old
Testament patriarchs, prophets and righteous men and women—the Holy Ancestors of
our Christian faith. On both of these Sundays we are reminded of how God worked
great signs and wonders through special men and women who responded to his call
upon their lives. They were men and women with devotion, anticipating the coming
of the Messiah.
Who were these men and women? According to the hymns heard yesterday
and today we can hear the following names mentioned: First, persons of the earliest
biblical period, some of which include: Adam, Abel, Seth, Noah, and Enoch. Second
we hear of the patriarchs—Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Jacob’s twelve sons who were also
known as the twelve patriarchs. This is followed by women such as Sarah, Rebecca,
Rachel, Miriam, Deborah, Esther, Ruth, Judith and others. Then come the prophets:
Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Zechariah, Malachi, down to the last of the
Old Testament prophets, John the Baptist. There are also special figures of the Old
Testament that include: Melchezedek, Job, David and others. Then there is the three
young men—Shadrach, Mishak, and Abednego who were rescued by God from
Nebuchadnezzar’s fiery furnace. These men and women were all known for their
steadfast faith. Their lives reveal to us a lot about what it means to be committed, to
honor God and shun idolatry, to be honest and truthful. They are examples of what it
means to be righteous. They are our ancestors.
All too often, we are inclined to dismiss these ancestors as irrelevant preChristian Hebrews. The fact is they comprise an important part of our Christian
heritage because their lives were lived in a manner that was totally dependent upon
knowing God as an ever present reality. Their lives were not compartmentalized or
secularized. They all lived with the very same needs that we know, but their day to

day choices were deeply rooted in a realization that one’s life is not his own, and that
our entire life is in the hand of God who is the Source of every blessing, and that we
live in a fleeting moment of this created world.
In today’s parable, the man who prepared the great banquet had invited many
guests, as was the custom, and then at the time of the banquet, he sent his servant to
tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready’ (verses 16-17).
The first invitation, the Fathers of the Church say, was the centuries-long
preparation of the Hebrew nation for the coming of the Messiah; the second was the
Good News (the Gospel) that He had come. The image of a banquet is a figure of the
feast of God’s presence among His people, both in the Kingdom on earth—in the
Church, which finds its fullest expression in the Eucharist—and in its fullness in the
world to come.
In order to more fully understand the parable, it is important to understand that
a relationship exists between the host of the banquet and the invited guests. In fact,
the initial invitation implied this relationship.
We hear beginning with verse 18: And they all alike [one by one] (or “with
one consent”) began to make excuses. The word “consent” in the verse implies that
the excuses were contrived; more accurately it means that the invited guests alltogether, or all at once (in unison) made excuses. They demonstrate identical selfish
preoccupation with personal matters that took precedence over everything. They
could have arranged their affairs so that they could respond to the Lord’s
graciousness. Instead, they chose to not just decline from attending, but gave
excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please
excuse me.’ Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to
try them out. Please excuse me.’ Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t
come’ (verses 18-20).
All three rather contemptuously disregard the generosity of the host, who cares
for them and values their friendship. Their responses might be paraphrased, “Oh, I
intended to go, but something more important to me has come up.” The three excuses
expressed in the parable are meant to typify human concerns and priorities that,
important as they may be in daily life, are nothing in comparison to God’s love and

care. The invitation and the response illustrate man’s neglect of what is of infinitely
greater value to him—salvation and life eternal with God—than his earthly,
perishable and temporal concerns.
We never enjoy obligations. Each of us would love to be a host. Where our
relationship to God is concerned, none of us should have a sense of obligation or a
feeling of having to do what we don’t really want to do. God does not intend to force
any one of us to do anything. But He really desires a relationship with us. One that
He hopes we desire as well.
The Jewish people had been prepared for a final invitation by the events of
their own history and by God’s speaking to them through the prophets. But since the
prophet’s message it did not offer any improvement upon what mattered to them, they
rejected their invitation. You may recall from the reading of the Gospel heard on
Easter: He came to that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him (John
1:11).
In the continuation of today’s Gospel lesson we are told that when the servant
reported these things, the owner of the house became very angry and ordered his
servant to ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor,
the crippled, the blind and the lame’ (verse 21). The host began extending his
invitation to outcasts: those in the “streets and alleys of the city.” When the servant
told him that this had been done and that there was still room, he ordered him to go
out to the roads and country lanes and make them (compel them) to come in that the
house might be filled (verse 23). And so, we learn from the parable that not only are
those who were initially considered unworthy to be accepted as guests, but also even
the Gentiles (all people) must be compelled to accept His invitation. The warning in
verse 24—that not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet—
refers to the last judgment: those who have rejected God’s grace will have no part in
His Kingdom.
In conclusion, the Church does not give us this lesson from the Gospel in order
that we may despise the Jewish people for their rejection, but for our own instruction,
so that we may not fall into the same error. Christians are the new people of God, the
New Israel, and have learned that they must seek first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness (Matthew 6:33). We, however, can be guilty of the same rejection in

many ways. We often place our physical health before our spiritual health, worldly
learning before the knowledge of God, future material security before preparation for
eternal life. And we, like the Jews of old, fashion our righteousness to suit our
priorities. There is perhaps no better way to summarize this parable’s meaning for us
than to remember that we too can be replaced.
The Gospel concludes with the verse with the commentary: Many are called
but few are chosen (Matthew 22:14). Being the “chosen” is contingent upon our
identification with God by the sincerity of obedience. Everyone is called, however,
not all respond in the same way. The notion that God would discriminate and choose,
or that He would favor a particular race over another, is totally preposterous.
Hear the words of the Apostle to the Hebrews: We must pay more careful
attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away. For if the
message spoken by angels was binding, and every violation and disobedience
received its just punishment, how shall we escape, if we ignore such a great
salvation? (Hebrews 2:1-3).
In terms of today’s Gospel lesson, you and I can also very easily find excuses
to avoid our Lord’s banquet. Let us not ignore this sacred banquet prepared for us
with excuses or replace it with any earthly banquet. It would be easy for us to simply
explain how the Jews were those who denied Christ without seeing the ways that we
could also deny Him as the Lord of our life.
Prayer
O Lord Jesus Christ our God, who is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;
the fulfillment of the Law and the Prophets, grant us courage in obedience that we
may truly be the inheritors and heirs of your Kingdom. Keep us ever in your watchful
care and protect us from the Evil One, for blessed art Thou unto ages of ages. A-men.
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طﺮوﺑﺎرﯾﺔ اﻟﻘﯿﺎﻣﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻠﺤﻦ اﻟﺮاﺑﻊ
اﻟﻤﻼك اﻟﻜﺮ َز ﺑﺎﻟﻘﯿﺎﻣ ِﺔ اﻟﺒﮭﺞ ,وطﺮﺣﻦ اﻟﻘﻀﺎ َء اﻟﺠﺪي,
ب ﺗﻌﻠﻤﻦ ﻣﻦ
ت اﻟﺮ ِ
ِ
إن ﺗﻠﻤﯿﺬا ِ
ً
ُ
اﻟﻤﻮت وﻗﺎم اﻟﻤﺴﯿ ُﺢ اﻹﻟﮫُ ,ﻣﺎﻧﺤﺎ اﻟﻌﺎﻟ َﻢ اﻟﺮﺣﻤﺔَ
ت :ﺳُﺒﻲ
ت وﻗﺎﺋﻼ ٍ
وﺧﺎطﺒﻦ اﻟﺮﺳ َﻞ ﻣﻔﺘﺨﺮا ٍ
.اﻟﻌﻈﻤﻰ
طﺮوﺑﺎرﯾﺔ اﻷﺟﺪاد ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻠﺤﻦ اﻟﺜﺎﻧﻲ
َ
َ
زﻛﯿﺖ ﺑﺎﻹﯾﻤﺎن اﻵﺑﺎ َء اﻟﻘﺪﻣﺎ َء ،وﺑﮭﻢ
ﻗﺪ
ﻓﻠﯿﻔﺘﺨﺮ
ﺳﺒﻘﺖ ﻓﺨﻄﺒﺖ اﻟﻜﻨﯿﺴﺔَ اﻟﺘﻲ ﻣﻦ اﻷﻣﻢ،
ِ
اﻟﻘﺪﯾﺴﻮن ﺑﺎﻟﻤﺠ ِﺪ ،ﱠ
زرع،
ﻚ ﺑﻐﯿﺮ
ﻷن ﻣﻦ زر ِﻋﮭﻢ أﯾﻨ َﻊ ﺛﻤ ٌﺮ ﺣﺴﯿﺐٌ  ،وھﻮ اﻷ ﱡم اﻟﺘﻲ وﻟﺪﺗَ َ
ٍ
.ﻓﺒﺘﻮﺳﻼﺗﮭﻢ أﯾّﮭﺎ اﻟﻤﺴﯿ ُﺢ اﻹﻟﮫُ ﺧﻠﱢﺺ ﻧﻔﻮ َﺳﻦا
طروﺑﺎرﯾﺔ رؤﺳﺎء اﻟﻣﻼﺋﻛﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻠﺣن اﻟراﺑﻊ
ـﯾر اﻟﻣﺳـﺗﺣ ّﻘﯾن ،ﺣـ ّﺗﻰ أَ ّﻧـﻛم
ـﺗوﺳـل ُ إﻟـﯾﻛم ﻧـﺣن ﻏ َ
أ ّﯾـﮭﺎ اﻟـﻣﺗﻘدّ ﻣـونَ ﻋـﻠﻰ اﻷﺟـﻧﺎد اﻟـﺳﻣﺎوﯾـﯾن ،ﻧ ّ
ﻏـﯾر اﻟﮭـﯾوﻟـﻲ ،ﺣـﺎﻓـظﯾنَ إ ّﯾـﺎﻧـﺎ ﻧـﺣنُ اﻟـﺟﺎﺛـﯾن
ﺑـطﻠﺑﺎﺗِـﻛم ﺗـﻛﺗﻧوﻓـوﻧـﻧﺎ ﺑـظل ﱢ أﺟـﻧﺣ ِﺔ ﻣﺟـدِﻛـم ِ
اﻟﻘوا ِ
ﺑﻐﯾر ﻓﺗور ،أﻧﻘذوﻧﺎ ﻣنَ اﻟﺷداﺋد ،ﺑﻣﺎ أ ّﻧﻛم رؤﺳﺎ ُء ﻣراﺗ ِ
ت اﻟﻌﻠوﯾﺔ.
َواﻟﺻﺎرﺧﯾنَ
ب ّ
ِ
ﻗﻨﺪاق ﺗﻘﺪﻣﺔ اﻟﻤﯿﻼد ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻠﺤﻦ اﻟﺜﺎﻟﺚ
اﻟﺪھﻮر ,وﻻدةً ﻻ ﺗُﻔَﺴّﺮ ,وﻻ
اﻟﯿﻮ َم اﻟﻌﺬرا ُء ﺗﺄﺗﻲ إﻟﻰ اﻟﻤﻐﺎر ِة ,ﻟﺘﻠ َﺪ اﻟﻜﻠﻤﺔَ اﻟﺬي ﻗﺒ َﻞ
ِ
ﯾُ ْﻨﻄَ ُ
ﺖ ,وﻣﺠّﺪي ﻣﻊ اﻟﻤﻼﺋﻜ ِﺔ واﻟﺮﻋﺎ ِة ,اﻟﻈﺎھ َﺮ
ﻖ ﺑﮭﺎ ,ﻓﺎﻓﺮﺣﻲ أﯾﺘﮭﺎ اﻟﻤﺴﻜﻮﻧﺔُ إذا ﺳﻤﻌ ِ
اﻟﺪھﻮر.
ﺑﻤﺸﺌﺘِﮫ طﻔﻼ ﺟﺪﯾﺪاً ,وھﻮ اﻹﻟﮫُ ﻗﺒ َﻞ
ِ

اﻟﺮﺳﺎﻟﺔ
.ﻣﺒﺎر ٌك أﻧﺖ ،اﻟﮫَ آﺑﺎﺋﻨﺎ ,ﻷﻧﻚ ﻋﺎد ٌل ﻓﻲ ﻛ ﱢﻞ ﻣﺎ ﺻﻨﻌﺘَﮫ ﻟﻨﺎ
اﻟﺮﺳﻮل إﻟﻰ أھﻞ ﻛﻮﻟﻮﺳﻲ.
ﻓﺼ ٌﻞ ﻣﻦ رﺳﺎﻟ ِﺔ اﻟﻘﺪﯾﺲ ﺑﻮﻟﺲ
ِ

ﺮون أﻧﺘُﻢ أﯾﻀًﺎ ﻣ َﻌﮫُ ﻓﻲ َﻣﺠ ِﺪ ِه .أﻣﯿﺘﻮا،
ﯾﺎ إﺧﻮةَُ ،ﻣﺘﻰ ظَﮭَ َﺮ اﻟ َﻤﺴﯿ ُﺢ اﻟﺬي ھ َﻮ َﺣﯿﺎﺗُﻨﺎ ،ﺗَﻈﮭَ َ
واﻟﻔﺠﻮر ،ﻓﮭ َﻮ ِﻋﺒﺎ َدةُ
أرﺿ ًّﻲ ﻓﯿ ُﻜﻢ ﱢ
ﺴﻖ واﻟﮭَﻮى واﻟ ﱠﺸﮭ َﻮ ِة اﻟﺮﱠدﯾﺌَ ِﺔ
إ ًذا ،ﻣﺎ ھ َﻮ
ِ
ﻛﺎﻟﺰﻧﻰ واﻟﻔِ ِ
ِ
اﻷوﺛﺎن،
ِ
ُ
ُ
ﺣﯿﻦ
ﻚ ﻛﺎﻧَﺖ ﺣﺎﻟﻜﻢ ﻓﯿﻤﺎ َﻣﻀﻰ َ
ﺐ اﻟﻠﮫ ﻋﻠﻰ أﺑﻨﺎ ِء اﻟ َﻤﻌﺼﯿ ِﺔ .ﻛﺬﻟِ َ
وﺗِﻠ َ
ﻀ َ
ﻚ أُﻣﻮ ٌر ﺗَﺠﻠِﺐُ ﻏ َ
ﱠ
ﻀﺐٌ وﻧَﻘ َﻤ ِﺔ و ُﺧ ٌ
ُﻛﻨﺘُﻢ ﺗَ
ﺒﺚ و َﺷﺘﯿ َﻤ ِﺔ .ﻻ
ﻌﯿﺸﻮن ﻓﯿﮭﺎ .أ ﱠﻣﺎ َ
َ
اﻵن ﻓﺘَ َﺨﻠﺼﻮا ِﻣ ْﻦ ُﻛﻞﱢ ﻣﺎ ﻓﯿ ِﮫ َﻏ َ
ﻌﺾ ،ﻷﻧﱠ ُﻜﻢ َﺧﻠَﻌﺘُ ُﻢ
اﻹﻧﺴﺎن اﻟﻘَﺪﯾ َﻢ و ُﻛ َﻞ
ﻼم اﻟﺒَﺬي ِء ،وﻻ ﯾﻜ ِﺬبْ ﺑَﻌ ُ
َ
ﺗَﺘَﻠﻔﱠﻈﻮا ﺑِﺎﻟ َﻜ ِ
ﻀ ُﻜﻢ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺑَ ٍ
أﻋﻤﺎﻟِ ِﮫ ،وﻟَﺒِﺴﺘُ ُﻢ
ك
ﻌﺮﻓَ ِﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺻُﻮ َر ِة ﺧﺎﻟِﻘِ ِﮫ .ﻓﻼ ﯾَﺒﻘﻰ ھُﻨﺎ َ
َ
اﻹﻧﺴﺎن اﻟ َﺠﺪﯾ َﺪ اﻟﺬي ﯾﺘَ َﺠ ﱠﺪ ُد ﻓﻲ اﻟ َﻤ ِ
ﯾَﮭﻮ ِد ًّ
ٌ
ي أو َﻏﯿ ُﺮ ﯾَﮭﻮ ِديﱟ  ،وﻻ َﻣ
ﺨﺘﻮن ،وﻻ أﻋ َﺠ ِﻤ ﱞﻲ أو ﺑَﺮﺑَ ِﺮيﱡ  ،وﻻ َﻋﺒ ٌﺪ أو
ﺨﺘﻮن أو َﻏﯿ ُﺮ َﻣ
ٍ
ُﺣ ًّﺮ ،ﺑَ ِﻞ اﻟ َﻤﺴﯿ ُﺢ اﻟﺬي ھ َﻮ ُﻛﻞﱡ ﺷﻲ ٍء وﻓﻲ ُﻛﻞﱢ ﺷﻲ ٍء.

اﻹﻧﺠﯿﻞ
ﻓﺼﻞ ﺷﺮﯾﻒ ﻣﻦ ﺑﺸﺎرة اﻟﻘﺪﯾﺲ ﻟﻮﻗﺎ
ﻗﺎل اﻟﺮبﱡ ھﺬا اﻟﻤﺜﻞ» :أﻗﺎ َم َر ُﺟ ٌﻞ َوﻟﯿﻤﺔً ﻛﺒـﯿﺮةً ،و َدﻋﺎ إﻟَﯿﮭﺎ ﻛﺜﯿﺮًا ِﻣ َﻦ
اﻟﻨـﺎس .ﺛُ ﱠﻢ أر َﺳ َﻞ
ِ
ﯾﻦ :ﺗَﻌﺎﻟَﻮا ،ﻓ ُﻜﻞﱡ ﺷﻲ ٍء ُﻣﮭﯿﱠﺄ ٌ! ﻓﺎَﻋﺘ َﺬرُوا ُﻛﻠﱡﮭُﻢ .ﻗﺎ َل ﻟَﮫُ
ﺧﺎ ِد َﻣﮫُ ﺳﺎ َﻋﺔَ اﻟ َﻮﻟﯿﻤ ِﺔ ﯾَﻘﻮ ُل ﻟِﻠﻤﺪ ُﻋ ﱢﻮ َ
اﻷ ﱠولُ :اَﺷﺘَﺮﯾَ ُ
أن ﺗَﻌ ُﺬ َرﻧﻲ .وﻗﺎ َل آ َﺧﺮُ :اَﺷﺘَ َﺮ ُ
ﺖ َﺣﻘﻼً وﯾَ ِﺠﺐُ ْ
ﻚ ْ
ﯾﺖ
ﺐ ﻷراهُ ،أرﺟﻮ ِﻣﻨ َ
أن أذھَ َ
أن ﺗَﻌ ُﺬ َرﻧﻲ .وﻗﺎ َل آﺧﺮُ :ﺗَﺰ ﱠوﺟْ ُ
ﻚ ْ
ﺖ
اﻵن ذا ِھﺐٌ ﻷُﺟﺮﱢ ﺑَﮭﺎ ،أرﺟﻮ ِﻣﻨ َ
َﺧﻤﺴﺔَ ﻓَ َ
ﺪادﯾﻦ ،وأﻧﺎ َ
اَﻣﺮأةً ،ﻓﻼ أﻗ ِﺪ ُر ْ
ﺖ
ﻀ َ
أن أﺟﻲ َء .ﻓﺮ َﺟ َﻊ اﻟﺨﺎ ِد ُم إﻟﻰ َﺳﯿﱢﺪ ِه وأﺧﺒَ َﺮهُ ﺑِﻤﺎ َﺟﺮى ،ﻓ َﻐ ِ
ﺐ َربﱡ اﻟﺒَﯿ ِ
ھﯿﻦ
وأزﻗﱠﺘِﮭﺎ
وأدﺧ ِﻞ اﻟﻔُﻘَﺮا َء واﻟ ُﻤﺸ ﱠﻮ َ
ِ
ع اﻟﻤﺪﯾﻨ ِﺔ ِ
وﻗﺎ َل ﻟِﺨﺎ ِد ِﻣﮫ :اَﺧﺮُجْ ُﻣ ِ
ﺴﺮﻋًﺎ إﻟﻰ َﺷ ِ
ﻮار ِ
ُﻤﯿﺎن إﻟﻰ ھُﻨﺎ .ﻓﻘﺎ َل اﻟﺨﺎ ِد ُمَ :ﺟﺮى ﻣﺎ أ َﻣﺮْ َ
ت ﺑِﮫ ﯾﺎ َﺳﯿﱢﺪي ،وﺑَﻘِـﯿَﺖ َﻣﻘﺎ ِﻋ ُﺪ
واﻟﻌُﺮ َج واﻟﻌ َ
ُ
ﻓﺎر َﻏ ِﺔ .ﻓﺄﺟﺎﺑَﮫُ اﻟﺴﯿﱢ ُﺪ :أﺧﺮُجْ إﻟﻰ ﱡ
ﺧﻮل ﺣﺘﻰ ﯾَﻤﺘَﻠ ٌ
ﺊ
وأﻟﺰ ِم
ب
َ
ت واﻟ ﱡﺪرو ِ
اﻟﻄﺮُﻗﺎ ِ
اﻟﻨـﺎس ﺑﺎﻟ ﱡﺪ ِ
ِ
ِ
ُ
َ
ﯾﻦ ،ﻷن اﻟﻤﺪﻋﻮﯾﻦ ﻛﺜﯿﺮون،
ﻚ اﻟ َﻤﺪ ُﻋ ﱢﻮ َ
ق َﻋﺸﺎﺋﻲ أ َﺣ ٌﺪ ِﻣ ْﻦ أوﻟﺌِ َ
ﺑَﯿﺘﻲ .أﻗﻮ ُل ﻟﻜﻢ :ﻟﻦ ﯾَﺬو َ
واﻟﻤﺨﺘﺎرﯾﻦ ﻗﻠﯿﻠﻮن!
ﻣﻼﺣظﺔ ﺑﺧﺻوص ﺗﻧﺎول اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن اﻟﻣﻘدس
إن ﻣﻔﮭوﻣﻧﺎ ﻟﺗﻧﺎول اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن ﯾﻌﻧﻰ ﻋﻣوﻣﯾﺔ اﻟﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﯾﮫ ﻟذوى اﻟﻌﻘﯾدة اﻟواﺣدة ،اﻻ إن اﻟﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺳر اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن
اﻟﻣﻘدس ھﻧﺎ ﻣﻘﺗﺻر ﻓﻘط ﻋﻠﻰ أﻋﺿﺎء اﻟﻛﻧﺎﺋس اﻻرﺛوذﻛﺳﯾﺔ واﻟذﯾن ﯾﺣﺿرون أﻧﻔﺳﮭم ﺑﺎﻟﺻﻼة واﻟﺻوم واﻻﻋﺗراف
ﻣﻧذ ﻓﺗرة ﻗرﯾﺑﺔ )وﻋﻠﻰ ﻛل ﺣﺎل ،ﻓﺈﻧﻧﺎ ﻧدﻋو اﻟﺟﻣﯾﻊ ﻟﻠﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﻰ اﻟﺧﺑز اﻟﻣﻘدس اﻟذى ﯾوزع ﻋﻧد إﻧﺗﮭﺎء ﻣراﺳﯾم
اﻟﻘداس (.رﺟﺎء ﻣراﺟﻌﺔ اﻟﻛﺎھن .إذا رﻏﺑت أن ﺗﺻﺑﺢ ﻋﺿوا .ﻓﻰ اﻟﻛﻧﯾﺳﺔ اﻻرﺛوذﻛﺳﯾﺔ

