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The Commemoration of the Circumcision of Christ 
and the Feast of St. Basil the Great 
Commemorating the New Martyr Peter of the Peloponnesos 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 (Civil New Year) 

Apolytikion of the Resurrection (Tone 4) 
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the 
women disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. 
And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been 
spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

Apolytikion of the Circumcision of Christ (Tone 1) 
Our human form hast Thou taken on Thyself without change, O greatly-
compassionate Master, though being God by nature;  *  fulfilling the Law, 
Thou willingly  receivest circumcision in the flesh, that Thou mightest end 
the shadow and roll away the veil of our sinful passions.   Glory be to Thy 
goodness unto us.   Glory be to Thy compassion.   Glory, O Word, to Thine 
inexpressible condescension. 

Apolytikion of St. Basil the Great (Tone 1) 
Thy sound hath gone forth into all the earth, which hath received thy word. 
Thereby thou hast divinely taught the Faith; thou hast made manifest the 
nature of all things that be; thou hast adorned the ways of man. O 
namesake of the royal priesthood, our righteous Father Basil, intercede with 
Christ God that our souls be saved. 

Apolytikion of our Patron the Archangel Michael (Tone 4) 
O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts we beseech thee, though we are 
unworthy, pray that we may be encompassed with a shadow of Thy 
unearthly glory, preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly: deliver us from 
oppression since ye are the prince of the Highest Power. 

Kontakion of the Circumcision of Christ (Tone 3) 
Now the Lord of all that is  doth undergo circumcision,  in His goodness 
cutting off  the sins and failings of mortals.   He this day doth give 
salvation unto the whole world; and the hierarch and bright daystar of the 
Creator now rejoiceth in the highest, Basil the wise and divine initiate of 
Christ. 



Daily Readings 

THE EPISTLE  
  

My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart  
shall be of understanding.  Hear this, all ye people. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Colossians 
(2:8-12) 

Brethren, see to it that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy 
and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the 
elemental spirits of the universe, and not according to Christ. For in Him 
the whole fullness of the Godhead dwells bodily, and you have come to 
fullness of life in Him, Who is the head of all rule and authority. In Him 
also you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by 
putting off the body of flesh in the circumcision of Christ; and you were 
buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised with Him 
through faith in the working of God, Who raised Him from the dead. 

THE GOSPEL  
  
The Reading of the Holy Gospel is according to St. Luke 
(2:20-21, 40-52) 

And it came to pass that the shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
And at the end of eight days, when He was circumcised, He was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the 
womb. And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and 
the favor of God was upon Him. Now His parents went to Jerusalem 
every year at the feast of the Passover. And when He was twelve years 
old, they went up according to custom; and when the feast was ended, as 
they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His 
parents did not know it, but supposing Him to be in the company they 
went a day’s journey, and they sought Him among their kinsfolk and 
acquaintances; and when they did not find Him, they returned to 
Jerusalem, seeking Him. After three days they found Him in the temple, 
sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions; 
and all who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His 
answers. And when they saw Him they were astonished; and His mother 



said to Him, “Son, why hast Thou treated us so? Behold, Thy father and I 
have been looking for Thee anxiously.” And Jesus said to them, “How is it 
that you sought Me? Did you not know that I must be in My Father’s 
house?” And they did not understand the saying which He spoke to 
them. And He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 
obedient to them; and His mother kept all these things in her heart. And 
Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and 
man. 

A Note Regarding Holy Communion 
      Since we understand Communion to mean that we have all things in common, sharing an identical Faith, only    
those who are members of the Orthodox Church and who have prepared themselves through prayer, fasting and 
recent Confession may participate in Holy Communion.  (We invite all, however, to partake of the blessed bread 
which is distributed at the dismissal.)  Please see the Pastor for inquiries on how to become a member. 

مالحظة بخصوص تناول القربان المقدس 
إن مفھومنا لتناول القربان یعنى عمومیة المشاركة فیھ لذوى العقیدة الواحدة، اال إن المشاركة في سر القربان المقدس ھنا مقتصر فقط على أعضاء الكنائس 
االرثوذكسیة والذین یحضرون أنفسھم بالصالة والصوم واالعتراف منذ فترة قریبة (وعلى كل حال، فإننا ندعو الجمیع للمشاركة فى الخبز المقدس الذى 

یوزع عند إنتھاء مراسیم القداس.) إذا رغبت أن تصبح عضوا فى الكنیسة االرثوذكسیة رجاء مراجعة الكاھن. 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
[Note:  There is no fasting from December 25th to January 4th (inclusive)] 

THE GREAT FEAST OF HOLY THEOPHANY (EPIPHANY) 
Thursday, January 5th – [Observed as a day of strict fasting*] 

Prayers of the Royal Hours: 6 a.m., 9 a.m., noon, and 2:30 p.m. 
followed by the Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great, 3 p.m. 

Friday, January 6th - Festal Orthros, 8:30 a.m., followed by The Great 
Blessing of the Waters and Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, 10 a.m. 

The Sunday after Holy Theophany 
Saturday, January 7th- Great Vespers, 5 p.m. 

Sunday, January 8th - Orthros, 8:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m. 

[* strict fasting includes dry eating of fruit, vegetables, nuts, etc.] 



A New Year’s Prayer
O Master, Lord our God, the Fountain of life and immortality, the Creator of all 
things both visible and invisible, who governs the seasons of the years and 
guides all things with Thy wise providence; we thank Thee for all the blessings 
Thou has poured out upon us during the past year of our lives, and we beg Thee, 
O all-bountiful Lord, bless the New Year with Thy goodness, bestow Thy 
heavenly blessings upon all Thy people: health, salvation, and growth in virtue.

Deliver Thy Holy Church, strengthen and establish it, enlarge it and give it 
peace, preserving it forever unscathed by the gates of hell and impregnable 
against all assaults of visible and invisible enemies.  Direct our civil authorities in 
the path of goodness.  Remember, O Lord our God, the President of the United 
States and the armed forces stationed throughout the world.  Grant us peaceful 
times that we in their tranquility may lead a calm and peaceful life in all 
godliness and sanctity.

Deliver this city and every city and land in the New Year from famine, 
earthquakes, flood, epidemics, hail, fire, the sword, the invasion of enemies, civil 
war; from terrors, sudden and unprovided death, from sickness, calamity and 
distress, from faithlessness and hard-heartedness, from grievous temptations; 
and that that we may always offer thanks to Thee: the Father who is from 
everlasting, together with Thine Only-begotten Son, and Thy most Holy, Good 
and Life-giving Spirit, glorified in three Persons.  May we ever praise Thine All-
Holy Name.  Amen.
———————————————————————————————————— 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Holy Bread is being offered this morning by Father Timothy Baclig, 
celebrating his fortieth year in the Holy Priesthood this month, with 
prayers for his son and family: Michael & Elizabeth, Andrew Keoni, 
James Michael, Katherine Leilani, the Baclig family, his Godson, John 
Barrett; Father Minas-Basil, Presbytera Nicole and Mary Sarchizian, 
Deacon Andrew Monsue and his family; in loving memory of his 
Godmother, Naima Naifeh, also for his beloved parents: Andres & Lucille 
Baclig, Sr. 



Special offerings and requests for prayer are being made . . . 

for the continued recovery and good health of Rima Hage. 

for the continued health of Dr. Samir & Amira Boutari. 

for the recovery and good health of Joseph Durrett. 

for David Carlson and Joseph Wang who are being Confirmed 
in Holy Orthodoxy this morning.  May God grant them many years! 

Included in our prayers throughout the month of January are those 
celebrating their birthday: Eid Esshak Sayegh and Esshak Eid Sayegh 
(1/1), Steven Hage (1/4), Matthew Mittry (1/5), Sophia Sweis (1/5), 
Vanessa Coury (1/5), Darryl Thomas (1/6), Silva Aftimos (1/8), Mark 
Hannah (1/8), Nizar Shahwan (1/8), Peter Joseph Turk (1/8), Nancy 
Sawalha (1/9), Christian Ablahad (1/10), Marilee Ajalat (1/12), Yvonne 
Farr (1/12), Britton McLinn (1/12), Daniel Kneizeh (1/12), Robert Abraham 
(1/13), Diana Thabit (1/13), Michael Baclig (1/14), Marcel A. Haddad 
(1/14), Ghada Mansur (1/15), Violet Kavan (1/15), Abigail Elizabeth 
Abraham (1/15), Kevin Homsy (1/16), Joe Kence (1/16), Christopher 
Dodds (1/17), Kelly Meena (1/17), Brandon Terry (1/17), Mary Ann Coury 
(1/18), Justin Henry (1/18), Jeanice Gantus (1/20), Tonya Anne Grates 
(1/20), John Sweis (1/20), Albert Coury, Jr. (1/21), Christopher Matarese 
(1/21), Chad Manning (1/22), Sophia Rose Rygiol (1/22), Jeanette 
Tarbouche (1/22), Leslie Thabet (1/22), Christine Tarbouche (1/23), Riad 
Aftimos (1/24), Shereen Manning (1/24), Alek Milkie (1/24), Anastasia 
Panga (1/27), Dejan Bozic (1/28), Tere Shimizu (1/28), Rita Makhoul 
(1/30), Rami Yanni (1/30), Vanessa Murr (1/31); and those celebrating 
their wedding anniversary:  Nicole & Robert Webster (1/1), Cathy & Joe 
Durrett (1/3), Adeeb & Nuha AbuGhazaleh (1/11), Walid & Isabel Kneizeh 
(1/17), and Cynthia & Nicholas Bibby (1/21);.  May God grant them all 
many years! 

Included in our prayers for the departed in the month of January are: 

Anna Saadeh +15 Jan. 1963   Shaker Nicholas Ayoub +Jan. 2002 
Issac Zraick, +3 Jan. 1965   Aida Boutari +5 Jan. 2002 
Sleyman M. Namay, +11 Jan. 1966  Nazira Abdelhak +9 Jan. 2002 



Alice Gadallah +Jan. 1972   Albert Thomas +17 Jan. 2005 
Dorothy Fadel +6 Jan. 1973   Bill Shedd +17 Jan. 2007 
Malakeh Saliba +14 Jan. 1975  Elinor Bourjaily +4 Jan. 2008 
Fouad K. Mittry +20 Jan. 1975  Dr. John Abdun-Nur +31 Jan. 2008 
Frieda George +17 Jan. 1976   Assad Dawud +25, Jan. 2009 
Marianne D. Halaby +27 Jan. 1997  Lorna Shedd +27, Jan. 2010 
John Mansur +16 Jan. 1981   Assad Najjar +31 Jan. 2010 
John G. Khouri +27 Jan. 1981   George Coury +3 Jan. 2011 
Alphonse Bonjianne +9 Jan. 1982  Steven Peck +15 Jan. 2011 
Aziz Baskhyroun +Jan. 1985   Archpriest Antonios +23 Jan. 2011 
George Sadd +13 Jan. 1985   Usguhi Sarchizian +9 Jan. 2012 
Sandra Pettit +17 Jan. 1985   Robert Peck +19 Jan. 2012 
Michael D. Fayard +16 Jan. 1988  Linda Simon +10 Jan. 2013 
Mandouh Boutros +12 Jan 1989  Elia Qushair +12 Jan. 2013 
Emile Boutari +30 Jan. 1990   David James Satel +12 Jan. 2013 
Shirley Jacobs +11 Jan. 1990   Olga Judes Massou +2 Jan. 2015 
Marie Aboud +Jan. 1990   Norman Mamey +22 Jan. 2015 
Lila Bastron +25 Jan. 1991   Vladimir Petrov +27 Jan. 2015 
Margaret Gantus +1 Jan. 1992  Nelly M. Zacky +15 Jan. 2016 
Joseph Abrahms +21 Jan. 1992  Huda Elshaer +20 Jan. 2016 
Toofic Simon +12 Jan. 1996   Louis Slemon +17 Jan. 2016 
Lucille T. Maddox +1 Jan. 1997  Arti Devadas +25 Jan. 2016 
Eva Meena +8 Jan. 1997   Areij Rabadi +19 Jan. 2017 
Edward Deeb, Sr. +11 Jan. 1997  Moses “Ricky” Namay +29 Jan. 2018 
Haifa Ellis +29 Jan. 1997   Gregory Habib +18 Jan., 2019 
Michael T. Haddad +1 Jan. 1998  Nancy Farha +23 Jan., 2019 
Phyllis Mittry +16 Jan. 1998   Jeff Gazale +4 Jan., 2020 
Madeline Bediali +9 Jan. 1999  Hanna Harb +3 Jan., 2020 
Saman Simon +23 Jan. 1999   Dr. S. Jim Farha +17 Jan., 2020 
Eva Nichols +28 Jan. 1999   Roger Hunt +28 Jan., 2020 
Helen Kirshy +18 Jan. 2000   Don Simon +4 Jan., 2021 
Matilda Zahlaoui +22 Jan. 2000  Jeff Matarese +14 Jan., 2021 
Samir Aftimos +24 Jan. 2001   Dolores Cardelucci +12 Jan., 2022 
       

Memory Eternal! 
Please phone the Church Office if there are any omissions or corrections to the above listing of names.  Please 

bear in mind that some have chosen not to be included in our announcement.  Please pardon any errors. 



Note to Coffee Hour hosts: coffee and paper goods will be provided each week. 

       Holy Bread Offering List           Coffee Hour Hosts Calendar 
      

     Jan 06 (Holy Theophany) - open 
                  Jan 08 - open 
      Jan 15 - the Tambouras family 
       Jan 22 - Charmaine Darmour    Charmaine Darmour 
                  Jan 29 - open 

Please contact Fr. Timothy (818/219-3761; frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org) to sign-up  
to offer Holy Bread or host the coffee hour. 

Church School Recess 
Church School is currently in a Christmas recess.  Classes will resume 
on January 8, 2023; the Afterfeast of Holy Theophany.  

Upcoming Events 
[Note:  You may now access our Google Parish Calendar  

to your personal calendar.   
Here is the link: https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1?

cid=YWRtaW5Ac3RtaWNoYWVsdmFubnV5cy5vcmc] 

Special Convention of the Antiochian Archdiocese 
Thursday-Friday, January 12-13, 2023; Dallas, Texas 

Young Adult Ministry Winter Retreat - January 13-16, 2023 
at Big Bear; $225/person by December 3 (see flier) 

Annual Meeting of the Voting Membership — Sunday, January 29 

Camp St. Nicholas Winter Camp — February 17-20, 2023 
(President’s Day Weekend) 

———————————————————————————————————— 

Our Weekly Bible Study Will Resume in January 2022 

Our study of the Book of Genesis will resume on Tuesday, January 10, 2023.  
Recorded links of our study are available upon request.  

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1?cid=YWRtaW5Ac3RtaWNoYWVsdmFubnV5cy5vcmc
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1?cid=YWRtaW5Ac3RtaWNoYWVsdmFubnV5cy5vcmc
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1?cid=YWRtaW5Ac3RtaWNoYWVsdmFubnV5cy5vcmc


NOTICE 
All checks to St. Michael Church that are dated, December 31, 2022 will 
be accepted for Financial Reporting for the 2022 calendar year if they are 
received for deposit by January 8, 2023 and no later.  Contributions may 
also be made on-line via our parish website or by credit card in our Parish 
Bookstore, if earmarked and designated for 2022.  Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Report Booklet 
The Annual Meeting of the Voting Membership will be held on Sunday, 
January 29, 2023, In the best interest of time, a Report Booklet will be 
prepared for distribution prior to the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 
22.  All Council officers, Standing Committees and Subsidiary 
Organizations should turn in their single page reports to the Church Office 
no later than Sunday, January 8, 2023 in order to be compile on time for 
distribution to the Voting Membership.  
———————————————————————————————————— 

St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church
of the San Fernando Valley

16643 Vanowen Street, Van Nuys, California 91406-4622
His Holiness, Patriarch JOHN, Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and all the East 

V. Rev. Timothy Baclig, Pastor                                                                                                              Church Telephone: 818/994-2313 
frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org                                                                                                                  www.stmichaelvannuys.org 

And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things,
at all times, having all that you nee, you will about in every good work.

(II Corinthians 9:8)

Dear Members of St. Michael,

As we begin a New Year our Parish Council Finance Committee will be 
providing us with our Proposed 2023 Annual Budget.  A parish cannot solely rely upon 
the income of Sacramental offerings because we would not be able to meet our month-
to-month expenses based upon anticipating baptisms, weddings, or funerals that takes 
place each year.  Nor can we adequately pay for our ongoing property maintenance 
without the shared responsibility and the help of volunteers of our membership.  Our 

mailto:pastor@stmichaelvannuys.com


parish is able to provide its clergy and facilities, the prayer services of the church and its 
Sacraments because of our faithful parishioners who help to financially support the 
salaries and the operational costs of our church property.  

We are again asking everyone to prayerfully consider making a reasonable 
annual financial pledge to the General Fund our parish for the New Year.  We look 
forward, by God’s grace, for continued growth in the future.  We are also very grateful 
for the fulfilled commitments of all who have provided us with contributions to 
complete the construction of our new church sanctuary.  Additional information will be 
provided at our Annual Parish Meeting to all pledging and regular contributing 
members at the end of January.

May you and your family enjoy God’s continued blessings as we prepare to 
celebrate the Feast of Holy Theophany.

In Christ,
Subdeacon Richard Tamoush 

Frequently Asked Questions When Completing a Pledge Form

What is the reason for completing an annual parish Pledge Form?
Each year planning for budgeted receipts and expenditures are an important part of 
being responsible stewards of Christ’s church.  Some of our month-to-month expenses 
include: priest and staff salaries, utility and maintenance expenses, the payment of taxes 
on all investment (income) property (yes, churches do pay property taxes), and 
insurances.  Moreover, it is not uncommon for these regular expenses increase each year.  
It is a goal of our Parish Council to meet these expenses with the contributions of our 
members.  The Pastor does not receive stipends (monetary gifts) for house blessings, 
baptisms, weddings and funerals if a family is not enrolled as a regular contributor of 
the parish.  The Pastor’s living expenses and allowances are included the Annual Budget 
of the parish that will be presented at our Annual Meeting on January 29th.

Our 2023 Pledge Form is provided with this bulletin and available on our 
parish website.
The form may be completed and returned to the Church Office at: 16643 Vanowen Street; 
Van Nuys; California; 91406; or placed in the narthex offering box.  Thank you for your 
continued support of our parish.
__________________________________________________________________ 





                                                 SAINT MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH              
    2023 CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT FORM 

1. All enrolled members must first fulfill a fair share contribution that is paid 100% by St. Michael   
Church to the Archdiocese annually (this does not include your family pledge obligation BELOW). 

Total number of baptized Orthodox persons (age 18 & above) in your household_____$50 each______ 
Total number of baptized Orthodox persons (age 17 & under) in your household_____$35 each______ 

(Please print all names with information in the section below)  

2. In gratitude of God’s blessings, I / we pledge to contribute St. Michael Church expenses. 

A total annual amount of:    ___  (see Treasure self-assessment chart)          

$______weekly    $______monthly     $______quarterly    $______semi-annually    $______annually 

Name ___________________________________    Spouse Name _________________________________ 

Phone number ___________________________   E-mail Address __________________________________  

Address ________________________________    City________________ State______   Zip____________ 
                                                                                                                 

3. How do you wish to pay?     We accept personal checks, credit card payments in-person, automatic 
bill pay, automatic payments from your bank (See back).   Church address: 16643 Vanowen Street; 

   Van Nuys, California; 91406-4622; Website: www.stmichaelvannuys.org  
   

        Ways to pay your pledge or donation: 

   a.  You may write a check to “St. Michael Church” and mail it to the Church Office. 
  (see address above) 
   b.  You may process an “automatic bill pay” with your bank that will mail a recurring monthly hard- 
  copy earmarked check to St. Michael Church.  
   c.  You may pay by credit card using our website donation page (a 3% processing fee will apply) 
  at: https://www.stmichaelvannuys.org/donate/  and we will be immediately notified.  
   d.  You may arrange for a recurring monthly automatic withdrawal from your bank account using 
  our church bank routing number and bank account. 

       Note:  Each donation to St. Michael Church should be earmarked, i.e., “Building Fund,” “Pledge,” etc. 

     Print names of baptized Orthodox persons in your household. 

     _________________________________________________________________         ________________ 
       Name               Age 

     _________________________________________________________________        ________________ 
       Name                         Age 

     _________________________________________________________________        ________________ 
       Name                         Age 

     _________________________________________________________________       ________________ 
       Name                         Age 

  



PASTORAL SERMON 
The Sunday before the Feast of Holy Theophany 

By V. Rev. Timothy Baclig 
January 1, 2023 

Today, the 8th day of Christmas, is the commemoration of the Circumcision of 
Christ, which according to the Tradition of our Lord’s Day, was kept in accordance with 
Jewish Law.  It is also the Feast of St. Basil the Great who is among our Church Fathers 
that helped to provide us with a Biblical understanding of our Faith.  He together with St. 
John Chrysostom and St. Gregory the Theologian (commemorated together at the end of 
January) are called the “stars of Orthodoxy” because of their contribution in articulating 
Orthodox teaching on the Holy Trinity.  

Saturday, December 31st is the “Leave-taking” of the Feast of the Holy Nativity.  
It is the conclusion of the cycle of the Great feast.  All during this period from Christmas 
to Theophany, the church prescribes that there be no fasting [December 25 to January 4 
(inclusive)], however, on Thursday, January 5th, we observe a fast on the Eve of the Feast 
(Paramon/Pre-Feast) and serve the Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great.  On Friday, 
January 6th.  Theophania [“God revealed”] (Epiphany Epiphania “manifestation”) is the 
Great Feast of the Church second only to Holy Pascha.  The Divine Liturgy is celebrated 
followed by the Great Blessing of the Waters. 

Each New Year the world searches for an experience of renewal in the hand of a 
clock and as has become the custom in our country the dropping of a crystal ball in the 
commercial center of our nation.  For the Christian it is a time to understand and to 
recommitment ourselves to Christ and to revisit what it means to be baptized.  In doing 
so, we can become reawakened to the knowledge of Christ’s love and His total sacrifice 
for the sins of the world. 
  

In the former Feast of Christ’s birth, and especially with the commemoration of 
his circumcision today, the lesson is clear:  our God was incarnate and became Man – just 
as we proclaim in the Creed.  This event occurred in “the fullness of time” – the vocal 
point of history, such that everything is spoken of in terms of what took place before his 
birth and after his birth.  Moreover, advent is emphasized in Church teaching: “not an 
aberration” but an actual event in history.  This is also why the name of Pontius Pilate 
occurs in our Creed.  The church made clear that the birth of the divine Son of God did in 
fact take place in history.  



 In today’s Synaxarion we hear:  The circumcision of our Lord shows that He 
received upon Himself the true body of man and not just seemly, as was later taught of 
Him by heretics.  Our Lord was also circumcised because He wanted to fulfill the entire 
Law which He Himself gave through the prophets and forefathers. 

 “The Old Testament circumcision was the prototype of the New Testament 
baptism.”  For we hear St. Paul say (to the Galatians 6:15): “For neither does 
circumcision or uncircumcision mean anything, but only a new creation.”  This was 
confirmed by the decision of the first formal letter of the Holy Apostles in Jerusalem in 
response to the Church of Antioch concerning the question of circumcision (Acts 15). 

 Then in St. Paul’s letter to the Colossians, heard in today’s epistle reading, we 
hear the clearest teaching on the subject:  (2:8ff) “See to it that no one takes you captive 
through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the 
basic principles of this world rather than on Christ.  For in Christ all the fullness of the 
Deity lives in bodily form, and you have this fullness in Christ, who is the head over 
every power and authority.  In Him you were also circumcised, in putting off your sinful 
nature, not with a circumcision done with the hands of men but with the circumcision 
done by Christ.  In baptism you were buried with Him and raised with Him through your 
faith in the power of God, who raised Him from the dead…” 

 Today’s Gospel reading (prescribed for the day) we hear about the Christ child at 
the age of 12, teaching in the Jerusalem Temple, but remained “obedient to them” 
increasing “in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.” 

After about thirty years of a hidden life in Nazareth, Jesus is revealed to the world 
and begins His public ministry, beginning with His baptism by John in the River Jordan.  
{And this is precisely the historical context of the coming Feast of Theophany 
(Western)}.  There are two purposes for the blessing of the Grace of God upon us on this 
Feast:  First, we hear in one of the hymns of the Feast:  Let us, the faithful, prepare… for 
the coming Feast of the Baptism of our God.  Behold He has put on our flesh… and asks 
for the baptism of salvation so that He might regenerate all those who, in purity, have 
been illumined by faith, all those who share in His Spirit.   

Second, and in another hymn, we hear, In truth Christ our God comes to be 
baptized in the Jordan, and through His coming takes upon Himself the cleaning of our 
sins.  This hymn is based upon the New Testament verse which reads:  God made Him 



who had no sin to be sin (or a sin offering) for us, so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God (II Corinthians 5:21).   

And so the Feast is a celebration of a double grace:  on the one hand, God’s means 
of purifying us with the element of water for the purification of our sins, and on the other 
hand, God’s grace is bestowed upon us for illumination and participation in the Holy 
Spirit.   

 All of this was achieved by two actions of God.  First, His Son’s voluntary 
humility, and second, the glorification of the Son by the Father, who at the same time 
manifests His Spirit appearing in the form of a dove.  Christ’s humility is revealed in the 
fact that he submitted to be baptized by John in the River Jordan in order to fulfill all 
righteousness, not that He Himself needed to be forgiven for any sin by baptism, but that 
His divine presence and entrance into the Jordan was the means by which God once again 
demonstrated His love for the entire world, sanctifying it by water and His Spirit.  He 
who was without sin made Himself the bearer of all our sins: and it is in the name of all 
sinners that Jesus made a public act of repentance.  And so, Theophany, as the Feast of 
Baptism, is not only the Feast of Christ’s Baptism, but also of our own.  It is the 
celebration of our new life in Christ.  Something that is at the heart of all who yearn for 
that newness of life, that change, renewal and healing, that “New Year.” 

 May we all rediscover the Mystery of our Faith, but more importantly come to 
understand what is essential to our life as Christians:  Christ was born of the Virgin, He 
was circumcised in the flesh, was baptized by John in the Jordan…  He who came to save 
man by His love and great mercy! 

Prayer 
 O Lord Jesus Christ our God, renew us as we are reminded of our sacred 
commitment as those who are called to holiness.  Shower us with your divine grace that 
we may be purified in mind, body and soul at the beginning of this New Year.  Establish 
us in the Faith, illumine are hearts to ways of love, and keep us in your protective care.  
For Thou art He who dost bless and sanctify all things and unto Thee do we ascribe glory: 
to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages.  
A-men. 
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