
St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church of the San Fernando Valley
   a Parish of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
16643 Vanowen Street; Van Nuys, California; 91406                stmichaelvannuys.org

His Beatitude, Patriarch JOHN X, of the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch                               
      and all the East                    www.antiochpatrarchate.com
Archpriest Timothy Baclig, Pastor     frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org
Rev. Fr. Minas Sarchizian, Assisting Priest                           fatherminas@gmail.com
Rev. Deacon Andrew Monsue                   armcopper@gmail.com
Subdeacon Richard Tamoush       Tamoush.Richard@gmail.com
Subdeacon Magued Wassef             wassefm@msn.com
Subdeacon Richard Ajalat, Pastoral Assistant         rajalat@stmichaelvannuys.com
Parish Council Chair - Connie Abdun-Nur Barilla          cmatthews46@yahoo.com
Council Vice-Chair - Kris Thabit                                            kthabit66@hotmail.com
Council Secretary - John Khouri                                           johngkhouri@gmail.com
Council Treasurer - Britton McLinn                                              britton@ikon-x.com

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Women of No. America (AOCWNA)
    Chapter President - Charmaine Darmour               cdarmour@sbcglobal.net
Choir Director - Art Danks       artdanks1@yahoo.com
Church School Director - Adrienne Hines superintendent@stmichaelvannuys.org
Youth Director - Cooper Rowe                                                    crowe31@gmail.com
Young Adult Director - Richard Ajalat                  rajalat@stmichaelvannuys.org
Young Parents’ Ministry - Brittney Ajalat                        brittneylee704@gmail.com
Faithtree Resources Exec. Director - Michelle Moujaes        michelle@faithtree.org
Project Manager - Michael J. Malouf      michael@jacksonia.com
Stewardship Chair - Richard Tamoush                      Tamoush.Richard@gmail.com
Capital Funds Campaign Chair - Ron Zraick   ronaldzraick@gmail.com
Communications Chair - Michael Paraskevas    michaelparaskevas13@gmail.com
Bookstore Manager - Bobbi Monsue       bobbi_monsue@att.net
Golf Classic Co-Chair - Don Meena               donmeena@sbcglobal.net
Webmaster - Dan Raju                dan.raju16@hotmail.com
Charity Coordinator - Cindy Tamoush             cindy.tamoush@gmail.com
Head Usher - Ramez Hage     jeddo.ramez@gmail.com     

mailto:michael@jacksonia.com
mailto:ronaldzraick@gmail.com
mailto:jeddo.ramez@gmail.com


The Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost and 
The Thirteenth Sunday of Luke 
The Great Martyr James the Persian; 
Venerable Palladios of Thessalonica; Venerable Nathanael of Nitria in Egypt 

Sunday, November 27, 2022          Tone 7; Eothinon 2 

Apolytikion of the Resurrection (Tone 6) 
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic 
powers shone above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers who were to keep 
guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not 
tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the 
world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee. 

Apolytikion of St. James the Persian (Tone 4) 
Thy Martyr, O Lord, in his courageous contest for Thee received as the 
prize the crowns of incorruption and life from Thee, our immortal God.  
For, since he possessed Thy strength, he cast down the tyrants and 
wholly destroyed the demons’ strengthless presumption.  O Christ God, 
by his prayers, save our souls, since Thou art merciful. 

Apolytikion of our Patron, Michael the Archangel (Tone 2) 
O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts, we beseech thee, though we are 
unworthy, pray that we may be encompassed with a shadow of thine 
unearthly glory; preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly: Deliver us 
from oppression since ye are the prince of the highest powers. 

Kontakion of the Preparation of Christ’s Nativity (Tone 3)  
On this day the Virgin cometh to the cave to give birth to God the Word 
ineffably, Who was before all the ages.  Dance for joy, O earth, on hearing 
the gladsome tidings; with the Angels and the shepherds now glorify Him 
Who is willing to be gazed on as a young Child Who before the ages is 
God. 

Daily Readings 

THE EPISTLE  (for the Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost) 



Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians 
(2:14-22) 

Brethren, Christ is our peace, Who has made us both one, and has 
broken down the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in His flesh the 
law of commandments and ordinances, that He might create in Himself 
one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile 
us both to God in one body through the Cross, thereby bringing the 
hostility to an end.  And He came and preached peace to you, who were 
far off, and peace to those who were near; for through Him we both have 
access in one Spirit to the Father.  So then you are no longer strangers 
and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members 
of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone, in Whom the 
whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord; in Whom you also are built into it for a dwelling place of God in the 
Spirit. 

   
THE GOSPEL  (for the Thirteenth Sunday of Luke) 
  
The Reading of the Holy Gospel is according to St. Luke 
(18:18-27) 

At that time, a man came testing Jesus and asking, “Good Teacher, 
what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  And Jesus said to him, “Why do 
you call Me good?  No one is good but God alone.  You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery. Do not kill. Do not steal. Do 
not bear false witness. Honor your father and mother.’”  And the man 
said, “All these I have observed from my youth.”  And when Jesus heard 
it, he said to him, “One thing you still lack.  Sell all that you have and 
distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow Me.”  But when the man heard this he became sad, for he was very 
rich.  Jesus, seeing him sad, said, “How hard it is for those who have 
riches to enter the kingdom of God!  For it is easier for a camel to go 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of 
God.”  Those who heard it said, “Then who can be saved?”  Jesus said, 
“What is impossible with men is possible with God.” 



The Synaxarion 
 On November 27 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate 
the contest of the holy Great-martyr James the Persian. 

Verses 
Cut limb by limb and suffering slaughter, the Persian saith: 

Be my soul saved, though my limbs have departed. 
On the twenty-seventh the Persian is slaughtered piecemeal. 

He was born in the Persian town of Elapa, or Vilat, of Christian parents. 
The Persian king, Yezdegeherd, loved James for his gifts and for his skill, 
and made him a noble at his court. Flattered by the king, James was 
deluded and offered sacrifice to idols, which the king also worshipped. 
James’ mother and wife, hearing of this, wrote him a reproachful letter in 
which they grieved over him as an apostate and one spiritually dead, 
begging him at the end of the letter to repent and return to Christ. Moved 
by this letter, James repented bitterly, and courageously confessed his 
faith in Christ the Lord before the king. The furious king condemned 
James to death, and added that his body was to be cut to pieces, little by 
little, until he breathed his last. During the entire process, James gave 
thanks to God. A fragrance came from his wounds as of cypress. Thus 
this wonderful man repented of his sin, and his soul went to Christ God 
in the Heavenly Kingdom in about the year 400. 

 On this day, we also commemorate the Venerable Palladios of 
Thessalonica; and Venerable Nathanael of Nitria in Egypt. By their 
intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 

OFFERINGS 
Holy Bread is being offered for the three-day memorial of the newly-
departed servant of God John Tambouras (+24 November, 2022) or New 
Port Richie, Florida; beloved husband of Katrina and father of Nicholas, 
Aneacie and their family.  Memory eternal. 

Special offerings and requests for prayer are being made for the recovery 
of Art Danks and Pat Malouf.  Also by Father Timothy for the 13th 
birthday of his grandson, James Michael Baclig (December 1st) 



LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
We are within the period of the Nativity Fast 

 [Note:  The Fast of the Holy Nativity is divided into two periods:   
1) November 15 through December 19, the traditional fasting discipline is observed  
(no meat, poultry, eggs, dairy, fish, wine and oil), except on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

when wine and oil are permitted, and on Saturdays and Sundays when fish,  
wine and oil are allowed.  It should be noted that some allow for fish on all days  

except Wednesdays and Fridays from November 15 to December 18;  
2) December 20 through 24, traditional fasting is observed on all days  
except on Saturday and Sunday when wine and oil are permitted.] 

Feast of the Holy Apostle Andrew - November 30th 
Feast of St. Barbara the Great Martyr and St. John of Damascus 

Saturday, December 3rd, Great Vespers, 5 p.m. 
Sunday, December 4th, Orthros, 8:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m. 

The Feast of St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia 
Tuesday, December 6th 

THE CHRISTMAS FAST – ADVENT 
     The Church ordains that this preparation begins on November 15.  The Fast is forty 
days long and is sometimes known as Philip’s Fast because it begins the day after 
November 14, which is dedicated to St. Philip the Apostle. 

      The Fast has very ancient origins.  Leo the Great, in the Fifth Century, made mention 
of it as an ancient, established Fast, which gave importance to the event of the Birth of 
Christ by the Church, even at that time.  The Christians Church did not universally observe 
the Fast in length and method until the Council of Constantinople in 1166 AD.  It was at 
that Council that the ancient regulations and various customs and traditions of the 
churches were studied and forty days was chosen to be most representative. 

      Many of us want the Feast without the penitential note that precedes it.  We want 
Christmas without Advent.  The result is that most of us only “observe” the day of 
Christmas and fail to “keep” the day holy.  The Christmas fast gives us time to meditate 
upon the meaning of our Lord’s coming (God born as a man) – in the past, present, and 
future.  Only to the extent that we prepare carefully for His Coming can we receive Him 
worthily.  Hence, as Christmas approaches, we should be aware of the meaning of the 
Christmas fast (Advent) upon us and our souls.  Consciences need examination; sins 
need to be forgiven.  Above all, souls need refreshment with His Sacramental Presence 
when the Christmas Fast ends and Christ is born. 



No Church School Classes on Sunday, November 27 
Classes will reconvene next Sunday, December 4th. 

Costumes for the Christmas Program will also be distributed. 

Church Offering Options 
Your church offering may be made on-line via our website “Donation” tab 
or by mailing your check to the church at: 16643 Vanowen Street; Van 
Nuys, California; 91406.  Mailing your check to the church will save our 
church a 3% service charge.  Other options for your contributions include:  
a) automatic bill pay; b) recurring automatic withdrawal, both of which 
may be arranged with your bank.  You may contact us for assistance with 
any of these options; especially when information of our bank routing and 
account numbers are needed. 

Join Our Weekly Bible Study Each Tuesday Evening at 7 p.m. 
Our next Virtual Bible Study will be held on Tuesday evening, November 
29th, at 7 p.m., when we will continue our study of the continuing 
chapters focusing upon the life of Abraham.  A Zoom Meeting link will be 
provided by e-mail on Tuesday. 

Bookstore Orders Available on Parish Website 
Place an order through our parish website or e-mail Bobbi Monsue 
(Manager) for special orders at: bobbi_monsue@att.net.   Your credit card 
will also be accepted for payment.  Please come in and browse through 
our expanding selection of new books, icons and special Christmas gift 
ideas.  Special orders may also be made by request. 

Parish Christmas Card  
Our 2022 St. Michael Christmas card will include listings of parishioners who 
want to participate in our annual Christmas greetings that will also 
conveniently provide a full schedule of our Festal Services beginning with 
the Sunday before Christmas, the Feast of the Holy Nativity and Holy 
Theophany.  Frieda Kabbash is receiving donations, and today, 
November 27 is the final day for listings.  Frieda may also be contacted at: 
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frieda702@aol.com  Each listing is $20.  We thank our anonymous sponsor 
for again covering the cost for the project. 

Note to Coffee Hour hosts: coffee and paper goods will be provided each week. 

       Holy Bread Offering List           Coffee Hour Hosts Calendar 
      

          Dec 04 - Marcelle Chaffin       Marcelle Chaffin 
        Dec 11 - The Meena family  Church School Lenten Luncheon 
       Dec 18 - Ron & Kathy Zraick 
                  Dec 25 - open  

Please contact Fr. Timothy (818/219-3761; frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org) to sign-up  
to offer Holy Bread or host the coffee hour. 

Upcoming Events 
[Note:  You may now access our Google Parish Calendar  

to your personal calendar.   
Here is the link: https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/1?

cid=YWRtaW5Ac3RtaWNoYWVsdmFubnV5cy5vcmc] 

Byzantine Chant Workshop - Saturday, December 3 (see flier) 
St. George Church (San Diego); 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

St. Andrew Church Patronal Banquet - Saturday, December 3 
($75/person; $40/student; Speaker: Father Nazari Polataiko (see flier) 

Advent Retreat: “Simplicity An Advent Reorientation”  
(St. Michael Church, Whittier) December 10; 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Speaker: Father Ted Pulcini (RSVP - November 27) 

Church School Christmas Program and Lenten Lunch  
Sunday, December 11 (see flier) 

Women’s Advent Potluck - Monday, December 12, 6 p.m. (see flier) 

Teen Christmas Caroling - Saturday, December 17 

St. Nicholas Cathedral New Year’s Celebration - 8 p.m. 
Saturday, December 31st; $155/person; $55/ages 5-12 

Young Adult Ministry Winter Retreat - January 13-16, 2023 
at Big Bear; $225/person by December 3 (see flier) 
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————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church
of the San Fernando Valley

16643 Vanowen Street, Van Nuys, California 91406-4622 
His Beatitude, Patriarch JOHN, Antiochian Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and all the East 

Dear Parishioners of St. Michael: 

 By a vote of acclamation, the acceptance of three nominees: John 
Khouri, Constantine Nasr, Jr. and Michael Paraskevas were elected to serve 
three (3) three-year terms on our Parish Council, beginning on January 1, 2023.  
Three additional nominees: Connie Abdun-Nur Barilla, Michael Mitchell and 
Maria Safady have consented to accept a one-year appointment to the Council, 
beginning on January 1, 2023. 

 Additional members of the Council, whose terms are unexpired are:  Joe 
Ayoub, Richard Ajalat, Julie Bitar, Britton McLinn, Deacon Andrew Monsue 
and Kris Thabit.  Charmaine Darmour is also entering her twelfth (13th) 
consecutive year as President of the Antiochian Women.  

 We thank Dan Raju and Adam Lamar who served five consecutive years 
on the Council. 

 May God bless us with the spiritual rewards of the Advent season and 
grant us His continued mercies as we prepare for the coming year. 

V. Rev. Timothy Baclig 
Pastor 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Building Funds Capital Funds Campaign  
As 2022 is coming to an end and we anticipate worshipping in our new 
church sanctuary in a relatively short time, we must consider the 
continued financial support needed to complete our Building Project. 

In order to secure a PERMANENT Certificate of Occupancy we will be 
required to fund additional capital expenditures on the exterior of our 
property to obtain it. 



Our project is divided in two parts: Phase 1 and Phase 2.  Phase 1 is the 
actual church building and includes the exterior property improvements 
required by the City of Los Angeles Building Department.  The exterior 
property improvement requirements include:  a) a new Vanowen Street 
base wall and fence, electric gate, landscaping (currently underway), b) 
parking lot repairs, including slurry sealing, stripping, c) disabled 
persons and low emission vehicle signs; d) a trash shed enclosure must 
also be erected, with water and power provided to the structure.  St. 
Michael Church will also be required to complete: e) electrical vehicle 
parking space connections and f) a bicycle rack. 

One of the very large expenses on our plans, that the City has allowed us 
to temporarily postpone, is g) a covered parking with solar panels. 

Phase 2 of the Project includes the interior Byzantine church 
iconography and furniture that many of you have witnessed in the 
course of construction.  The fourth installation of iconography is 
scheduled to begin at the end of this month.  The work has been 
overseen by our Pastor, the V. Rev. Timothy Baclig. 

We need everyone’s continued financial support of Phase I of the Project 
since we have fallen short in funding the external requirements. 

As you consider your possible tax liability to the IRS for 2022, we ask 
that you consider making a donation to the St. Michael Church Building 
Fund which can be a substantial tax deduction for you.  It truly is a win-
win situation for you and St. Michael.  Please consider a financial 
contribution according to your situation, with a cheerful heart. 

If you have any questions with regards to Phase 1 please direct them to 
our Project Manager Michael Malouf michael@jacksonia.com, Ron Zraick 
ronaldzraick@gmail.com, and for any questions regarding Phase 2 
Sponsorships to Fr. Timothy at: frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org    

Bear in mind that your first responsibility is an annual pledge to the 
General Fund of our parish in support of our month-to-month expenses.  
Pledge Forms for the New Year are now available with this bulletin 
(below) and may be provided to any parishioner upon request. 
________________________________________________________________________ 
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                                                 SAINT MICHAEL ORTHODOX CHURCH              
    2023 CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT FORM 

1. All enrolled members must first fulfill a fair share contribution that is paid 100% by St. Michael   
Church to the Archdiocese annually (this does not include your family pledge obligation BELOW). 

Total number of baptized Orthodox persons (age 18 & above) in your household_____$50 each______ 
Total number of baptized Orthodox persons (age 17 & under) in your household_____$35 each______ 

(Please print all names with information in the section below)  

2. In gratitude of God’s blessings, I / we pledge to contribute St. Michael Church expenses. 

A total annual amount of:    ___  (see Treasure self-assessment chart)          

$______weekly    $______monthly     $______quarterly    $______semi-annually    $______annually 

Name ___________________________________    Spouse Name _________________________________ 

Phone number ___________________________   E-mail Address __________________________________  

Address ________________________________    City________________ State______   Zip____________ 
                                                                                                                 

3. How do you wish to pay?     We accept personal checks, credit card payments in-person, automatic 
bill pay, automatic payments from your bank (See back).   Church address: 16643 Vanowen Street; 

   Van Nuys, California; 91406-4622; Website: www.stmichaelvannuys.org  
   

        Ways to pay your pledge or donation: 

   a.  You may write a check to “St. Michael Church” and mail it to the Church Office. 
  (see address above) 
   b.  You may process an “automatic bill pay” with your bank that will mail a recurring monthly hard- 
  copy earmarked check to St. Michael Church.  
   c.  You may pay by credit card using our website donation page (a 3% processing fee will apply) 
  at: https://www.stmichaelvannuys.org/donate/  and we will be immediately notified.  
   d.  You may arrange for a recurring monthly automatic withdrawal from your bank account using 
  our church bank routing number and bank account. 

       Note:  Each donation to St. Michael Church should be earmarked, i.e., “Building Fund,” “Pledge,” etc. 

     Print names of baptized Orthodox persons in your household. 

     _________________________________________________________________         ________________ 
       Name               Age 

     _________________________________________________________________        ________________ 
       Name                         Age 

     _________________________________________________________________        ________________ 
       Name                         Age 

     _________________________________________________________________       ________________ 
       Name                         Age 

  







FESTIVE
YULETIDE 

GATHERING

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN 

 
An Advent Potluck at 

St Michael 
 

Monday Evening 
December 12th at 6pm 

JOIN US FOR AN 
EVENING OF 

FELLOWSHIP & 
YULETIDE CHEER!

Please RSVP to Charmaine at 
cdarmour@sbcglobal.net



________________________________________________________________________

St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church
of the San Fernando Valley

16643 Vanowen Street, Van Nuys, California 91406-4622
His Beatitude, Patriarch JOHN, Antiochian Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch and all the East 

Dear Parishioners & Friends of St. Michael, 

 St. Michael continues to support Loaves & Fishes, a local pantry serving 
the impoverished areas in Van Nuys and throughout the San Fernando Valley 
areas.  Should you be able to participate in our Christmas food collection the 
following are suggested: 

1. Monetary donation:  Write a check made out to “St. Michael Church,” 
earmarked “Holiday Food Collection” (a tax incentive).  

2. If you are doing your own shopping at Ralph’s or Food-4-Less stores, don’t 
forget to use your Ralphs Reward Card to help St. Michael Church to benefit 
from your purchases. 

3. Loaves and Fishes is also in need of the following items:  Personal care items 
including, deodorant, soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, sanitary 
napkins and disposable razors; baby items such as size 4-5 diapers, 5T Pull-
Ups or larger, and baby formula; bottled water, canned food items (preferably 
with pull-up tabs), i.e., tuna, chicken, baked beans, fruit, vegetables, chili, 
soups, pasta/ravioli, peanut butter, Ensure, Carnation Instant Breakfast, 
coffee, tea; also any store gift cards for $10. 

 All food items must be delivered to our Church Kitchen by Sunday, 
December 18th.   A cart marked Food Collection will be placed in the kitchen for 
your donations. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
Yours in Christ, 
Cindy Tamoush 
Charity Coordinator 







______________________________________________________________________________________ 

SCHEDULE OF FESTAL SERVICES 

[The Sacrament of Confession with Absolution is available by appointment 
or up until 15 minutes prior to the services.] 

[All Services are Live-streamed] 

The Sunday before The Holy Nativity 
“The Sunday of the Genealogy” 

Saturday, December 16th – Great Vespers, 5 p.m. 
Sunday, December 18th – Orthros, 8:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy,* 10 a.m. 

THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY IN THE FLESH OF 
OUR LORD, GOD, AND SAVIOR, JESUS CHRIST 

Friday, December 23rd (4th Day of the Forefeast) 
The Great (“Royal”) Hours and Typika, 6 a.m., 9 a.m., noon 

The Ninth Royal Hour, 3 p.m. followed by Vespers of the Forefeast  

Saturday, December 24th (Saturday before the Nativity; the Paramon) 
Orthros of the Forefeast, 8:30 a.m., Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom,* 10 a.m. 

Great Vespers of the Nativity, 3 p.m. 

The Great Feast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ 
Orthros of the Nativity and the Christmas Canon, 8:30 a.m., followed by  

the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great, 10 a.m. 
 [There is no fasting from December 25th to January 4th] 

The Leave-taking of The Holy Nativity 
Saturday, December 31st (New Year’s Eve) – Great Vespers, 5 p.m. 

with prayers for the New Year 

The Circumcision of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ 
and the Feast of St. Basil the Great (New Year’s Day) 

Sunday, January 1st (New Year’s Day) – Orthros, 8:45 a.m.;  
Divine Liturgy,* 10 a.m., with prayers for the New Year 



THE GREAT FEAST OF HOLY THEOPHANY (EPIPHANY) 
Thursday, January 5th - The Eve (Paramon) 

The Great and Royal Hours, 6 a.m., 9 a.m., noon 
The Ninth Royal Hour, 2:30 p.m. Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great* – 3 p.m. 

Friday, January 6th — Festal Orthros, 8:30 a.m. immediately followed by  
The Festal Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom* and the Great Blessing of the Waters 

* Services with Holy Communion  
__________________________________________________________________ 



PASTORAL SERMON 
The Thirteenth Sunday of Luke 

By V. Rev. Timothy Baclig 
November 27, 2022 

The encounter that Jesus had with the rich young man began with him 
addressing the Lord as a “Good Teacher.”  The implication from the man’s 
compliment, based upon the teaching of the Law, is that the young man was 
patronizing the Lord as a good man without any acknowledgement of Jesus as the 
Lord.  The dialogue begins with the young man considering Jesus to be nothing 
more than a good person – like himself.  His purpose was to “compare notes;” to 
check with someone who was recognized as a “teacher.”  This was not an 
uncommon practice in the context of first century Judaism.  In fact, it is still very 
much a common practice among any serious minded inquirer today. 

The fact that the young man was blessed with personal material wealth 
is not as much the issue of today’s lesson as is the matter of his self 
righteousness.  It was not a sin that the young man was rich.  His greatest 
challenge was in knowing what being rich toward God meant.  His question: 
“…what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  in the context of the lesson could 
easily be reworded: “…what more must I do to inherit eternal life?”  His 
curiosity, tainted with a little sarcasm, seems to also indicate that he doubted 
the notion of eternal life.   

Moreover, the fact that this was a young rich man should not go unnoticed.  
His experiences were limited.  And while he may have been responsible, it is 
possible that by also being young and wealthy, he may have considered himself to 
be very accomplished and successful.   

Furthermore, from the perspective of a young person who sees and views 
unjust suffering as unexplainable and without clear reason, doubting God as a 
righteous Judge is very common.  It ignores the central message of the Christian 
Gospel; disregarding the  meaning of the Cross.   



If we had all of the answers to the questions that puzzle us like, if God is a 
God of love, why is there hunger, wars, disease, and great suffering in the world, 
then we certainly would have no need for the Cross.  God would not have sent His 
Son into the world to also suffer a horrible death.  We would surely be in heaven!  
The way of the Cross, however, is the path of sacrificial love.  Its focus is on “the 
other.”  It begins with humility, is prompted by mercy, and is fulfilled with joy.   

We have begun the Nativity Fast that prepares us to celebrate the Feast of 
Christ’s coming: “Good news of great joy!”  His coming to save us, to fully enter 
and identify with our human experience and to demonstrate His sacrificial love is 
what brings joy into the world. 

How difficult is it to identify with persons of need?  Some of us would 
prefer not thinking about it.  It is not always easy to relate to a “beggar” at a 
street corner or to respond to the many appeals for the needy:  There is doubt 
and skepticism about needy persons.  We have growing concerns about those 
who have learned how to “use our system” of “entitlements;” those who may 
have psychological needs or be plagued by an addiction.  Does that “get us off 
the hook” from helping or responding to the needy?  Some of us prefer 
choosing who we help and want “the needy” to meet our personal definition. 

The young man was not naive to think that selling all of his possessions 
and giving it to the poor would accomplish or solve the problem of hunger in 
the world.  If the young man truly believed in eternal life, what do you think 
was the real reason for his question and curiosity?   

In predicting His own death on the Cross, Jesus said to His disciples: “For 
whoever wants to save his soul will loose it, but whoever loses his life for me will 
find it.  What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet [looses] his 
[own] soul” (Matthew 16:25-26).   



You may recall the Gospel lesson of the Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 
12:16-21) who defined his life in terms of the things he possessed.  Greed 
motivated him to tear down his storage facilities and build new ones in order 
that he could accumulate a greater quantity of his abundance.  The man’s 
foolishness was made clear when, in light of suddenly facing death, he could 
no longer benefit from his possessions. 

Christian stewardship goes far beyond knowing what to do with their 
material things that we are so fond of or attached to.  In fact, Christian stewardship 
helps us to better understand what things are.  A Christian steward knows that 
material things are not ends in themselves.  God’s eternal gifts to us are far greater 
and more valuable than the things of this world that are passing away… We offer 
to God what was always His.  Not because He needs them, but because it is God 
who provides everything.  We offer Him thanks and ask Him to bless what He 
provides… that which is not ours to possess but to manage. 

In writing Timothy, St. Paul the Apostle says this:  “Command those who 
are rich in this present world not to be haughty (which is also translated: arrogant), 
nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, 
who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.”   

Notice St. Paul’s careful choice of words.  He is not saying that the material 
benefits are not provided for our pleasure and enjoyment.  He says the opposite.  
However, his message leads up to a much more important point in the following 
verses:  “Let [the rich] do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, 
willing to share.  In this way they will store up treasure for themselves as a good 
foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life that is truly 
life (eternal life)” (verses 17-19).  

Prayer 

 O Lord our God, who is the giver of every good and perfect gift, save us 
from all manner of greed and every form of idolatry.  Trusting in you as our 
Source and the sole Provider of all things, we ask you to bless the offerings of our 



time, talent, and possessions that we may truly acquire the treasures of your 
Kingdom in the age to come, where neither moth nor rust does corrupt and where 
thieves neither break through or steal.  May we know the meaning of contentment 
in doing your will.  Fill our homes with your presence, especially at this season 
when we gather together with our families to offer our thanks for your bountiful 
goodness.  Keep us all safe under the shadow of your wings.    Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.  For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory: of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; now and 
ever, and unto ages of ages.  A-men. 

EOTHINON 2                             TONE 7 
               اللحن7                                                                         االیوثینا 2            

The Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  
and The Thirteenth Sunday of Luke 

 Great-martyr James the Persian
Venerable Palladios of Thessalonica; Venerable Nathanael of Nitria in Egypt 

طروباریة القیامة على اللحن السابع 
حطّمَت بصلیبَِك الموَت وفتحَت للِص الفردوس, وحّولَت نوَح حامالِت الطیِب, وأََمرَت 

رسلَك أن یكرزوا بأنّك قد قُمَت أیّھا المسیُح اإللھُ مانحاً العالَم الرحمةَ العظمى. 

طَروباريَّة للِقّديِس يَْعُقوب الفَارِِسي باللحِن الرابع 
َشهيُدَك يا ربُّ ِبجِهاِدِه، ناَل ِمنَْك اإلكليَل غيَر البالي يا إلَهنا. ألنَُّه أَْحَرزَ ُقوَّتََك فََحطََّم 

ياطنيِ التي ال ُقوَّةَ َلها. فَِبَشفاعاِتِه، أيُّها املَسيحُ اإللُه، َخلِّص  املُْغتَِصِبنَي، وَسَحَق بَأَْس الشَّ
نُفُوَسنا.

طروباریة رؤساء المالئكة باللحن الرابع 
أّیـھا الـمتقّدمـوَن عـلى األجـناد الـسماویـین، نـتوّسـلُ إلـیكم نـحن غـیَر المسـتحّقین، حـّتى أَّنـكم 
بـطلباِتـكم تـكتنوفـونـنا بـظلِّ أجـنحِة مجـِدكـم غـیِر الھـیولـي، حـافـظیَن إّیـانـا نـحُن الـجاثـین 

َوالصارخیَن بغیِر فتور، أنقذونا مَن الشدائد، بما أّنكم رؤساُء مراتِب القّواِت العلویة. 



ُر وال يُنْطَُق ِبها،  اليوَم الَعذْراَء تَأْتي إلى املَغارَِة لِتَلَِد الَكلَِمَة الذي َقبَْل الدُُّهوِر، واِلَدةً ال تُفَسَّ
دي َمعَ املاَلِئَكِة والرُّعاِة، الذي َسيَظَْهُر ِبَمشيئَِتِه  فَافْرَِحي أيَّتُها املَْسكونَُة إذا َسِمْعِت، وَمجِّ

ِطفْالً َجديداً وُهو إلُهنا الذي َقبَْل الدُُّهور. 

الرسالة 
(لألَحِد الراِبعِ والِعشرين بعد العنصرة)

الرَّبُّ يُْعطي ُقوَّةً لَِشْعِبِه.

َقدُِّموا للرَّبِّ يا أَبْناَء اهلل.
فَْصٌل ِمْن رِساَلِة الِقّديِس بوُلَس الرَّسوِل إلى أفَُسس. (22-14:2)

يا إْخَوةُ، إنَّ املَسيحَ ُهَو َسالُمنَا، ُهَو َجَعَل اإلثْننَْيِ واِحداً، َونََقَض في َجَسِدِه حاِئَط 
الِسياجِ الحاِجزَ، أي الَعداَوة. وأَبْطََل ناموَس الَوصايا في فراِئِضِه، لِيَْخُلَق اإلثْننَْيِ 
الم. ويُصالِحَ ِكَليِْهما في َجَسٍد واِحٍد  في نَفِْسِه إنساناً واِحداً َجديداً بِإْجراِئِه السَّ

رَُكْم ِبالَسالمِ، البَعيديَن  َمعَ اهللِ في الصليِب، ِبَقتْلِِه الَعداَوةَ في نَفِْسِه. فَجاَء وبَشَّ
َل إلى اآلِب في روحٍ واِحٍد. فََلْستُْم ُغَرباَء بَْعُد  ِمنُْكْم َوالَقريبني. ألنَّ ِبِه َلنَا ِكَليْنَا التََوصُّ
ونُزاَلَء، بَْل ُمواِطنو الِقدِّيسنَي وأَْهِل بَيِْت اهلل. َوقْد بُِنيتُْم على أَساِس الرُُسِل، واألَنْبياِء، 

ُق البُنْياُن ُكلُُّه، فَيَنُْمو َهيَْكالً  وَحَجُر الزاِويَِة ُهَو يسوُع املَسيحُ نَفُْسُه الذي ِبِه يُنْسَّ
، وفيِه أنْتُْم أيْضاً تُبْنَْوَن َمعاً َمْسَكناً هللِ في الروح. ُمَقدَّساً في الرَّبِّ

اإلنجیل 
(لألَحِد التالِث عَشر من لوقا)

فصٌل َشريٌف ِمْن ِبشارَِة الِقّديِس لوقا اإلنْجيلِيِّ البَشيِر والتْلميِذ 
الطاِهرـ (27-18:18) 

 في ذلك الزماِن, دنا من یسوَع إنساٌن لیجّربَھ فقال: "أیّھا المعلُم الصالُح, ماذا أعمُل ألرَث
 الحیاةَ األبدیة؟" فأجابھ یسوع: "لماذا تدعوني صالحاً, وما صالٌح إال واحٌد وھو هللا. أنَت
 تعرُف الوصایا: ال تزِن, ال تقتْل, ال تسرْق, ال تشھْد بالزوِر, أكرْم أباك وأّمك. فقال: "كّل

 ھذه الوصایا حفظتُھا من أیاِم صباي." فلّما سمَع یسوع ذلك, قاَل لھ: "یعوُزَك شيٌء



 واحٌد, بْع كّل شيء ووّزْعھ على الفقراِء, فیكوَن لك كنٌز في السماِء, وتعاَل اتبعني."
 فحِزَن الرجُل عندما سِمَع ھذا الكالم, ألنّھ كان غنیاً جداً. ولّما رآه یسوُع أنّھ حِزَن جداً
 قاَل لھ: "ما أعسَر دخوَل ذوي األمواِل إلى ملكوِت هللا, فدخوُل الجمِل في ثقِب اإلبرِة

  أسھُل من دخوِل الغنّي إلى ملكوِت هللا." فقال السامعون: "من یستطیُع أن یخلَص, إذن؟"
 ”.فأجاَب یسوع: ما ال یُستطاُع عند الناِس ُمستطاٌع عند هللاِ

مالحظة بخصوص تناول القربان المقدس 
 إن مفھومنا لتناول القربان یعنى عمومیة المشاركة فیھ لذوى العقیدة الواحدة، اال إن المشاركة في سر القربان

 المقدس ھنا مقتصر فقط على أعضاء الكنائس االرثوذكسیة والذین یحضرون أنفسھم بالصالة والصوم واالعتراف
  منذ فترة قریبة (وعلى كل حال، فإننا ندعو الجمیع للمشاركة فى الخبز المقدس الذى یوزع عند إنتھاء مراسیم

 القداس.) رجاء مراجعة الكاھن .إذا رغبت أن تصبح عضوا .فى الكنیسة االرثوذكسیة
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