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The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
and the Eleventh Sunday of Matthew 

The Prophet Zachariah, father of the Forerunner 
Obadiah, bishop of Persia; martyrdom of the Holy Passion-bearer Gleb 

Sunday, September 5, 2021                Tone 2; Eothinon 11             

Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Tone 2) 
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and 
immortal One, then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly power. And 
when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of 
Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to 
Thee. 

Apolytikion of the Prophet Zachariah (Tone 4) 
In the vesture of a priest, according to the Law of God, thou didst offer 
unto Him well-pleasing whole-burnt offerings, as it befitted a priest, O 
wise Zachariah.  Thou wast a shining light, a seer of mysteries, bearing 
in thyself clearly the signs of grace; and in God's temple, O wise Prophet 
of Christ God, thou wast slain with the sword.  Hence, with the 
Forerunner, make entreaty that our souls find salvation. 

Apolytikion for our Patron, Michael the Archangel (Tone 2) 
O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts, we beseech thee, though we are 
unworthy, pray that we may be encompassed with a shadow of thine 
unearthly glory; preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly: Deliver us 
from oppression since ye are the prince of the highest powers. 

Kontakion of the Nativity of the Theotokos (Tone 4)  
By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from 
the reproach of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered from the 
corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having been saved from 
the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the 
Theotokos, who nourisheth our life. 

Daily Readings  

THE EPISTLE  (for the Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost) 



The Lord is my strength and my song.   
The Lord has chastened me severely.  

  

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the 
Corinthians (9:2-12) 

Brethren, you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.  This is 
my defense to those who would examine me.  Do we not have the right to 
our food and drink?  Do we not have the right to be accompanied by a 
wife, as the other apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas?  Or 
is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working for a 
living?  Who serves as a soldier at his own expense?  Who plants a 
vineyard without eating any of its fruit?  Who tends a flock without 
getting some of the milk?  Do I say this on human authority?  Does not 
the law say the same?  For it is written in the Law of Moses, “You shall 
not muzzle an ox when it is treading out the grain.”  Is it for oxen that 
God is concerned?  Does he not speak entirely for our sake?  It was 
written for our sake, because the plowman should plow in hope and the 
thresher thresh in hope of a share in the crop.  If we have sown spiritual 
good among you, is it too much if we reap your material benefits?  If 
others share this rightful claim upon you, do not we still more?  
Nevertheless, we have not made use of this right, but we endure 
anything rather than put an obstacle in the way of the Gospel of Christ. 

  
THE GOSPEL  (for the Eleventh Sunday of Matthew) 
  
The Reading of the Holy Gospel is according to St. Matthew 
(18:23-35) 

The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 
compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants.  
When he began the reckoning, one was brought to him who owed him 
ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be 
sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be 
made.  So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have 
patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’  And out of pity for him 
the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the debt.  But that 
same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who 
owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay 



what you owe.’  So his fellow servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’  He refused and went and put him 
in prison until he should pay the debt.  When his fellow servants saw 
what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place.  Then his lord summoned 
him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant!  I forgave you all that debt 
because you besought me; and should not you have had mercy on your 
fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’  And in anger his lord delivered 
him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt.  So also My heavenly 
Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from 
your heart.” 

The Synaxarion  
 On September 5 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate 
the glorious Prophet Zachariah, father of the Forerunner. 

Verses 
For the Divine Lamb of God’s sake, Zachariah 
Is slain like a lamb in the midst of the temple. 

On the fifth Zachariah lieth slain on the temple’s floor. 

Herod and the Jews killed Zachariah between the temple and the altar 
(Matt. 23:35), first, because even after the Virgin Mary gave birth, he 
continued to refer to her as virgin and number her among the virgins; 
second, because Zachariah’s son John was not found during the 
slaughter of the Innocents. Zachariah’s wife Elizabeth had taken him and 
carefully hid him, while he was yet an infant, in an unnamed and hidden 
cave that sprung forth in her prayer to God. Zachariah’s blood spilled 
over the marble and became as hard as stone, remaining as testament to 
Herod’s wickedness. Forty days after Zachariah’s death, blessed 
Elizabeth also entered into rest. The child John stayed in the wilderness, 
fed by an angel and guarded by God’s providence, until that day when he 
appeared by the Jordan. 

On this day, we also commemorate Obadiah, bishop of Persia; and 
the martyrdom of the Holy Passion-bearer Gleb. By the intercessions of 
Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 

OFFERINGS 



Holy Bread is being offered by John & Katrina Tambouras with prayers 
for the repose of Katrina’s sister, Stephanie H. Siano (+18 August, 1993).  
Memory eternal. 
  
Special offerings and requests for prayer are being made . . .  

for Rima Hage, who will be celebrating her Feast Day  
(St. Ann; September 9), from her secret sister. 

for the healing and good health of Subdeacon Magued Wassef 

for the California firefighters and their families enduring difficulties in 
their work to save lives and property. 

Included in our prayers throughout the month of September are those 
celebrating their birthday:  Tony Mansur (9/1), Shannon Sullivan (9/1), 
Maisun Ababseh (9/3), Toni Abughazaleh (9/3), Johny Aftimos (9/3), 
Chrisa Sadd (9/4), Pierre Azzam (9/5), Catherine Bishop (9/5), Gabriel 
Habib (9/5), John Khouri (9/5), Grace Nasser (9/4), Margaret Soffa (9/5), 
Jonah Moujaes (9/8), Sandra Sweis (9/8), Andrea Thabet (9/8), Dorian 
Farr (9/9), Fred Milkie, Jr. (9/9), Jonathan Salim Srour (9/13), Tyler 
Tamoush (9/14), Elaine Alkhas (9/15), Nadim Kneizeh (9/15), Mitchell 
Kaady (9/15), Joy Farr (9/16), Louis J. Khoury (9/17), Anita Chala (9/18), 
Travis Ruff, (9/21), Elias Mankouche (9/22), Nicholas Murr (9/22), Andrew 
Keoni Baclig (9/23), Marissa Kiley Coury (9/23), Araceli Yazbek (9/23), 
Katie AbuGhazaleh (9/24), Jocelyn Rogers (9/24), Caroline Abughazaleh 
(9/25), Cindy Tamoush (9/25), Abdulla Mallouk (9/25), Constantine Nasr 
(9/25), Ella Ruth Stolz (9/25), Christiane Abdennour (9/26), Leila Grace 
Hage (9/26), Kyla Marie Terry (9/26), MacLean Khoury (9/27), Michael 
Simon (9/27), Jameel Sadd (9/27), Daniel Saidy (9/27), Adam Lamar 
(9/28) Sherri Acri (9/30); and celebrating their wedding anniversary:  
Albert & Vanessa Coury (9/6), John & Katrina Tambouras (9/7), Steven & 
Erin Hage (9/10), Lenny & Joni Slatko (9/12), Mandy &Constantine Nasr 
(9/13), Samir & Amira Boutari (9/12), Peter & Linda Mitchell (9/18), Philip 
& Muriel Khoury (9/24), April & Teddy Hage (9/25), Marcelle & Edward 
Chaffin (9/26), Don & Noha Simon (9/26), George & Camilia Daftari 
(9/27), George & Michele Yazbek (9/27).    God grant them all many years! 

Included in our prayers for the departed during the month of September: 



Metre Chala Salid, +4 Sept. 1964  Nicola Massu, +9 Sept. 2002 
George Nicholas, +5 Sept. 1968  Lorraine M. Bitar, +29 Sept. 2002 
Daas Issa, +30 Sept. 1973   Michael Anthony Edwards, +23 Sept. 
Louise Martin, +6 Sept. 1974   Katherine Nassir, +18 Sept. 2004 
Katherine Wassef, +7 Sept. 1976  Janice Nassany, +21 Sept. 2004 
Victoria Aboud Noonan, +Sept. ’78  Dr. Mitry Ajalat, +21 Sept. 2005 
Claudette Johnson, +18 Sept. 1979  Doris Cates Hewlett, +22 Sept. 2005 
Elias Abughazaleh, +20 Sept. 1979  Adele Robinett, +18 Sept. 2006 
Lilly Gentry, +14 Sept. 1984   Evelyn Barghash, +22 Sept. 2006 
Hanna Bibby, +9 Sept. 1987   Sharon Rowihab, +9 Sept. 2007 
Odeh Sweis, +3 Sept. 1987   Jamileh Ghawi, +1 Sept. 2008 
Toufic El-Hage, +29 Sept. 1992  Jeannette Aboud, +13 Sept. 2008 
Gloe Sarah Harris, +2 Sept. 1995  Palina Sayegh, +9 Sept. 2009 
Evelyn Jenkins, +2 Sept. 1995   Alice Ayoob, +30 Sept. 2010 
William Kavan, +28 Sept. 1995  Faith Siano, +27 Sept. 2011 
Patricia Slatko, +23 Sept. 1997  Jameel Sadd, +20 Sept. 2012 
Samuel Simon, +4 Sept. 1997   Mary Gillespie, +28 Sept. 2012 
Rose Thomas, +12 Sept. 1998   Charles Slemon, +28 Sept. 2014 
Michel Mallouk, +3 Sept. 1999   Nouhad Tarbouche, +9 Sept. 2015 
Ralph Miller, +23 Sept. 2000   Robert Michaelis, +16 Sept. 2015 
James Piper, +23 Sept. 2000   Shibley Horaney, +19 Sept. 2015 
Adele Adams, +5 Sept. 2001   Marsha Harvey, +17 Sept. 2016 
Alice Wakeem, +26 Sept. 2001   Sondra Murr Love, +25 Sept., 2016 
Najla Mussallem, +2 Sept. 2002  Cle Bassett, +19 Sept., 2017 
             Michael Mitchell, Jr., +28 Sept. 2017 
                                        Sadaa Sadd Eldeeb, +4 Sept., 2020 

                                                            Maria Juganu, +September 2020   
Memory Eternal! 

Please phone the Church Office if there are any omissions or corrections to the above 
listing of names.  Please bear in mind that some have chosen not to be included in our 
announcement.  Please pardon any errors. 

A Note Regarding Holy Communion 
     Since we understand Communion to mean that we have all things in common, sharing an identical Faith, only those  
    who are members of the Orthodox Church and who have prepared themselves through prayer, fasting and recent  
    Confession may participate in Holy Communion.  (We invite all, however, to partake of the blessed bread which is  
    distributed at the dismissal.)  Please see the Pastor for inquiries on how to become a member. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Live-streaming Sunday Orthros and Liturgy 

If you are unable to be with us at church on Sunday, are on vacation or 
out-of-town, plan to view all of our scheduled church services on-line by 
logging on to: either FaceBook or YouTube via our parish website: 
<www.stmichaelvannuys.org>  Your church offering may be made on-line 
via our website “Donation” tab or by mailing your check to the church at: 
16643 Vanowen Street; Van Nuys, California; 91406.  Mailing your check to 
the church will save our church a 3% service charge.  Other options for 
your contributions include:  a) automatic bill pay and b) recurring 
automatic withdrawal, both of which may be arranged with your bank.  
You may contact us for assistance with any of these options; especially 
when information of our bank routing and account numbers are needed.  
E-mail your questions to:  frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org  

Church Attendance 
We are currently requesting that everyone attending our church services 
to again wear face coverings due to the City policy regarding the rapid 
rise in the Delta COVID Variant.  Questions will also be answered by Father 
Timothy by e-mail at:     frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org   The  Sacraments  
are also available on weekdays by appointment. 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos 

Wednesday, September 8th, Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m. 

The Sunday before the Exaltation of the Holy Cross; 
and The Leave-taking of the Nativity of the Theotokos 

Saturday, September 11th, Great Vespers, 5 p.m. 
Sunday, September 12th, Orthros, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m. 

http://www.stmichaelvannuys.org
mailto:frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org
mailto:frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org


Weekly Bible Study Tuesday (August 31) 
Our next Bible Study will be held on Tuesday evening, September 7th, at 7 
p.m.  We will be continuing our study of St. Paul’s Epistle to the Corinthians 
(Chapters 7 and 8).  A link to the Zoom meeting will be sent out in an e-
mail.  Sessions are recorded for those unable to attend who may also 
request the link to the study.  Plan to join us. 

Remembering Emile F. Skaff (+24 August, 2021)  Memory eternal. 
Please note the following modified schedule open to all family and guests 
on Wednesday, September 8, 2021: 

 Viewing at the Pierce Brothers Chapel at Valhalla Cemetery (10621 
Victory Blvd., No. Hollywood, CA 91606), 1-2 p.m. 

 [We are unable to accommodate everyone at the same time 
indoors and request face coverings and safe-distancing during the 
viewing and interment.  The family appreciates your understanding and 
support.- 

 Graveside Trisagion at St. Nicholas Memorial Gardens (Valhalla 
Cemetery), 2:30 p.m. 

Upcoming Events 
Church School Registration - September 12 

First Day of Church School Classes - September 19 
(following Holy Communion) 

5th Annual Orthodox Advanced Leadership Conference 
September 17-19, 2021  

Register at: https://www.orthodoxservantleaders.com/events.html 

Altar Boy Training - Saturday, September 18; 2:30 to 7 p.m. 

30th Annual St. Michael Annual Golf Classic (TBA) 

Diocesan Fall Gathering - October 8-10, 2021 
Host:  St. John Church; Orinda, California 

To register on-line go to: https://fallgathering2021.eventbrite.com/  

https://www.orthodoxservantleaders.com/events.html
https://fallgathering2021.eventbrite.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
SPECIAL DATES 

    Church School Registration                                                                        Church School Christmas Program 
      Come meet your teachers                                                                           Sunday, December 12th    
        Sunday, September 12th  
 
    First Day of Church School                                                     Church School Christmas Program Rehearsal   
        Sunday, September 19th                                                                                      to be announced 
 
 
       Youth Month = October                                                                Orthodox Easter (Agape) Service   

        Teens to participate                                                                   Followed by an Easter egg hunt for children    
in the reading of the  Epistles and ushering                                                                    Sunday, April 24th   
                

Come meet your Teachers 
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ALTAR BOY TRAINING 
 @ SAINT MICHAEL  

2:30-7:00 pm 
We will have training from 2:30 - 4:45pm 
 Vespers from 5:00- 6:00pm 
Dinner from 6:05 to 7:00  
 Please come to the training to be able to serve CHRIST’S church in 
the proper way.  

Please email sub-deacon Richard Ajalat 
rajalat@stmichaelvannuys.org 



            

                                     2021 CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENT FORM 
1. All enrolled members must first fulfill a fair share contribution that is paid 100% by St. Michael Church 

to the Archdiocese annually (this does not include your family pledge obligation BELOW). 

Total number of baptized Orthodox persons (age 18 & above) in your household_____$50 each______ 
Total number of baptized Orthodox persons (age 17 & under) in your household_____$35 each______ 

(Please print all names with information in the section below)  

2. In gratitude of God’s blessings, I / we pledge to contribute St. Michael Church expenses. 

A total annual amount of:    ___  (see Treasure self-assessment chart)          

$______weekly    $______monthly     $______quarterly    $______semi-annually    $______annually 

   Name ___________________________________    Spouse Name _______________________________ 

Phone number ___________________________   E-mail Address ______________________________ 

Address ________________________________    City________________ State______   Zip_________ 

3. How do you wish to pay?     We accept personal checks or credit card payments.  (See below) 

   a.  You may write a check to “St. Michael Church” and mail it to the Church Office. 
  (see address above) 
   b.  You may process an “automatic bill pay” with your bank that will mail a recurring monthly hard- 
  copy earmarked check to St. Michael Church.  
   c.  You may pay by credit card using our website donation page (a 3% processing fee will apply) 
  at: https://www.stmichaelvannuys.org/donate/  and we will be immediately notified.  
   d.  You may arrange for a recurring monthly automatic withdrawal from your bank account using 
  our church bank routing number and bank account. 

       Note:  Each donation to St. Michael Church should be earmarked, i.e., “Building Fund,” “Pledge,” etc. 

     Print names of baptized Orthodox persons in your household. 

     _________________________________________________________________         ________________ 
       Name               Age 

     _________________________________________________________________        ________________ 
       Name                         Age 

     _________________________________________________________________        ________________ 
       Name                         Age 

     _________________________________________________________________       ________________ 
       Name                         Age 

     _________________________________________________________________      ________________ 
       Name             Age 

    

St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church  
16643 Vanowen Street, Van Nuys, CA 91406  Phone:  818-994-2313                                                       

Website:  www.stmichaelvannuys.org 



Our 2021 Pledge Form Provided with this Bulletin 
As a committed member of St. Michael Church, please complete a new 
2021 form.  Everyone’s financial situation is subject to changes from year 
to year.  In the same way, our parish depends upon the financial pledge 
commitments of its members in order to meet its monthly expenses.  We 
thank everyone for their faithful financial support of our parish and all who 
have made additional contributions to our Building Fund.  Please note the 
four options available for your offerings listed on the form:  1) hardcopy 
check mailed or brought to church, 2) automatic bill pay, 3) on-line credit 
card contribution, and 4) recurring automatic bank withdrawal. 

Note to Coffee Hour hosts: coffee and paper goods will be provided each week. 
       Holy Bread Offering List            Coffee Hour Hosts Calendar 
      

Sep 08 - open (Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos) 
                   Sep 12 - open 
  Sep 14 - (Feast of the Holy Cross) - open 
                   Sep 19 - open 
                   Sep 26 - open 

Please contact Fr. Timothy (818/219-3761; frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org) to sign-up to offer Holy Bread. 

Bookstore Orders Available on Parish Website 
You may place an order through our parish website or e-mail Bobbi 
Monsue (Manager) for special orders at: bobbi_monsue@att.net.   Your 
credit card will also be accepted for payment.  Please come in and 
browse through our expanding selection of books, icons and gift ideas.  
Special orders may also be made by request. 

Lecture on the Holy Land Monotheistic Faiths 
For the past three years, Father Timothy has been providing seasonal 
lectures to pre-college and college students on the subject: “The Three 
Monotheistic Faiths of the Holy Land: Judaism, Christianity and Islam.”  You 
are welcome to receive the recorded links to the lecture by request.  
Simply e-mail Father Timothy at: frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org  

mailto:bobbi_monsue@att.net
mailto:frtimothy@stmichaelvannuys.org


Pastoral Sermon  
Eleventh Sunday of Matthew 
V. Rev. Timothy Baclig, Pastor 

September 5, 2021 

In today’s Gospel lesson, Jesus illustrated the importance of forgiving others with 
the Parable of the Unforgiving Servant (Matthew 18:23-35).  The lesson begins with the 
phrase:  “The Lord spoke this parable…”  (v. 21).  It is part of a broader context of a 
dialogue between the Apostle Peter, beginning with verse 21.  Peter approached Jesus to 
ask: “How many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me?  Up to seven 
times?”  To which the Lord replied: “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times” 
(verse 22). 

According to the Old Testament (which was the only “scripture” in the days of 
Jesus) God promised to forgive sins but also to punish the guilty and their children to the 
third and fourth generations (Exodus 34:7).  The rabbinic teachers taught that a person 
must forgive three times.  Rabbi Jose ben Jehuda said: “If a man commits an offense 
once, they forgive him; if he commits an offense a second time, they forgive him; if he 
commits an offense a third time, they forgive him; the fourth time, they do not forgive.”  
And so the Apostle Peter, by Old Testament and rabbinic standards, was already very 
generous.  He came to Jesus and proposed, perhaps with a degree of self-satisfaction, the 
rule of forgiving the wrongdoer seven times.  But Jesus said not seven times, but seventy 
seven times (some Biblical texts read: “seventy times seven”).  In other words, we are to 
forgive others without counting the number at all!  It is at this point that today’s lesson 
begins. 

The goal and objective of the lesson of the parable that follows in the main 
section of today’s Gospel reading is to understand how to forgive our brother from 
our heart.  Verse 35 (concludes): “…unless you forgive your brother from your 
heart.”  So much of our Lord’s teaching, such as what we hear in His Sermon on the 
Mount is understanding what St. Cyprian of Carthage says, “God listens, not to our voice, 
but to our heart.”  The Church Fathers speak of this often concerning what they call “the 
prayer of the heart” and the “prayer of the inner self.”  Our Lord made very clear that 



it was not enough to fulfill the precepts of the Law, but to obey and practice it from 
our hearts. 

In other words, it is not enough to say, “I forgive…” because God expects and 
commands me to forgive.  We hear in the Epistle of I John 4:19ff:  We love because He 
first loved us.  If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ yet hates his brother, he is a liar.  For anyone 
who does not loves his brother whom he has seen, cannot love God, who he has not seen.  
And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God must also love his brother.   

In the parable of today’s Gospel lesson we hear of a king who forgave his servant 
a debt of 10,000 talents or several million dollars; however, that servant in turn we learn 
was unwilling to forgive his fellow servant of his debt of a few dollars.  The parable 
concludes with the unmerciful servant being thrown into prison, ending with the warning:  
“So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother from your heart.” 

Abuse of the parable is to logically think that God is a God of mercy and that 
there is no judgment.  Well, you could say, “I thought God is compassionate and 
merciful?  Folks that think this way are people without principles or respect of laws – 
God’s principles and Laws.  They “want to have their cake and eat it too.”   

The Gospel lesson presupposes our understanding that in this life we have the 
only opportunity to repent of our sins and to forgive others.  This is the heart of the 
Gospel.  It is the message of Pascha and is deeply rooted in the joy and experience of the 
Resurrection.  It is the reason for Christ’s own sacrificial death, a sacrifice that becomes 
our sacrifice by repentance – our cross, as we live a life of the baptized in Christ. 

It is very easy for us to make the subject of forgiving others more difficult and 
more of a personal challenge than necessary.  It helps for us to begin by asking ourselves:  
What prevents us from being able to forgive others?  Is it pride, resentment, being hurt 
and wanting retribution; a failure of being understood, or is it being rejected. 

As a child learning to ask the forgiveness of others was never easy.  It was not 
easy because at times it may not have been my fault.  It was also very embarrassing.  
Asking forgiveness was also a painful thing to do.  It may also have been difficult 



because there were those times that I could not image the person I offended ever asking 
my forgiveness. 

And so we can say that forgiving others requires faith and courage; trust in God; 
most importantly: accepting and experiencing God’s forgiveness.  Moreover, you and I 
cannot achieve the goal of forgiveness or practice forgiving others from our heart without 
God.  Knowing and experiencing God’s forgiveness personally is where it all begins.  
And should we believe that we have no need of God’s forgiveness, we are in big trouble. 

Finally, parable of the unmerciful servant involves indebtedness: a servant who 
was beholden to a king and a servant who was indebted to another servant.  There is 
nothing worse than when someone is beholden to another.  It is like being enslaved.  It 
causes worry, it makes life more stressful, especially if your needs are not satisfied and 
you can’t get your “head above water.”  There is a sense that you “can’t get ahead;” 
you’re “spinning your wheels” and cannot gain any ground or move forward with your 
life. 

The parable begins with a king, who we are told, takes the initiative, and 
desired to settle – to bring an end to what was owed to him.  Like the king in the 
parable God took the initiative to save us by sending His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  
However, unlike the king, our God through the sacrifice of His Son, not only forgave us 
our sins, but took upon Himself the sins of the world as we hear it said in scripture:  He 
who knew no sin became the sin offering for us… and in so doing Christ accomplished the 
ultimate sacrifice in obliterating any guilt and shame.  He achieved what no one ever 
could, and as the only one who could – being the Author and Creator of life itself. 

Prayer 

Christ our God, as we approach the time of receiving your Sacrament we ask for 
your forgiveness of sins both voluntary and involuntary, and if we have offended anyone, 
enable us to humbly ask for their forgiveness that we may experience the joy of salvation.  
We thank Thee for having accepted us just as we are.  Strengthen us in our time of 
weakness that we may grow in faith and love.  Be near to us and keep us ever mindful of 
your love that we may be not only hearers but doers of all that you have commanded us; 
forgiving others from our hearts.  For Thou art our Savior and to Thee do we ascribe 



glory together with Thy Father and Thine all Holy, Good, and life-giving Spirit, now and 
ever and unto ages of ages.  A-men. 

EOTHINON  11       TONE 2 
          اللحن  2                                                                  االیوثینا 11    

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 Eleventh Sunday of Matthew 

The Prophet Zachariah, father of the Forerunner 
Obadiah, bishop of Persia; martyrdom of the Holy Passion-bearer Gleb

طروبارية القيامة على اللحن الثاني 
عندما انحدرت إلى الموت, أیھا الحیاةُ الذي ال یموت, حینئذ أمّت الجحیَم ببرِق الھوتِك, 

وعندما أقمَت األمواَت من تحِت الثرى, صرَخ نحوك جمیُع القواِت السماویین أیھا المسیُح  
اإللھُ المعطي الحیاة, المجُد لك. 

في ميالِدِك َحِفظِت البَتوليََّة َوُصنِتها، َوفي رُقاِدِك ما أَْهَملِت العاَلَم َوتَرَْكِتِه يا والَِدةَ اإلَله. 
ألَنَِّك انْتََقلِت إلى الَحياِة، ِبما أَنَِّك أُمُّ الَحياة. فَِبَشفاعاِتِك، أَنِقذي ِمَن املَوِت نُفوَسنا.

طروباریة رؤساء المالئكة باللحن الرابع 
أّیـھا الـمتقّدمـوَن عـلى األجـناد الـسماویـین، نـتوّسـلُ إلـیكم نـحن غـیَر المسـتحّقین، حـّتى أَّنـكم 
بـطلباِتـكم تـكتنوفـونـنا بـظلِّ أجـنحِة مجـِدكـم غـیِر الھـیولـي، حـافـظیَن إّیـانـا نـحُن الـجاثـین 

َوالصارخیَن بغیِر فتور، أنقذونا مَن الشدائد، بما أّنكم رؤساُء مراتِب القّواِت العلویة. 

فاعات، والرَّجاَء غيَر املَرْدوِد في النََّجداِت، َلْم  إنَّ والَِدةَ اإللِه التي ال تَْسهو في الشَّ
يَْضبُطْها َقبٌْر وال َمْوٌت. َلِكْن ِبما أَنَّها أُمُّ الَحياة، نََقَلها إلى الَحياة، الذي َحلَّ في 

ُمْستَْوَدِعها الداِئمِ البَتولِيَّة.  

الرسالة 
 .الرب قوتي وثباتي, أدبا أدبني الرب

 .فصٌل من رسالِة القدیِس بولس الرسوِل األولى إلى أھل كورنثس



 یا إخوةُ, أنتم خاتم رسالتي في الرب. وھذا ھو رّدي على الذین یخاصمونني: أما لنا حق أن
 نأكل ونشرب؟  أما لنا حق مثل سائر الرسل وإخوة الرب وبطرس أن نستصحب زوجة
 مؤمنة؟ أم أنا وبرنابا وحدنا ال یحق لنا أن نكف عن العمل لتحصیل رزقنا؟ من ھو الذي

 یحارب والنفقة علیھ؟ من ھو الذي یغرس كرما وال یأكل من ثمره؟ من ھو الذي یرعى قطیعا
 وال یغتذي من لبنھ؟ ألعل كالمي ھذا كالم بشري؟ أوال تقولھ الشریعة أیضا؟ فقد جاء في

 شریعة موسى: "ال تكمَّ فََم الثوِر وھو یدرس الحبوب." أترى بالثیران یھتم اللھ؟ أما قال ذلك
 حقا من أجلنا؟ نعم, من أجلنا قد كتب ذلك ومعناه: على الذي یحرث أن یحرث على الرجاء,

 وعلى الذي یدرس الحبوب أن یدرسھا على رجاء أن ینال نصیبھ منھا. فإذا كنا قد زرعنا فیكم
 الخیرات الروحیة, فھل یكون كثیرا علینا أن نحصد من خیراتكم المادیة؟ وإذا كان لغیرنا حق
 علیكم في ذلك, أفما نحن أولى بھ؟ ولكننا لم نستعمل ھذا الحق, بل احتملنا كل شيء لئال نضع

    .عقبة في طریق بشارة المسیح

اإلنجیل 
فصٌل شریٌف من بشارِة القدیِس متى 

 قال الرب ھذا المثل: یشبھ ملكوت اللھ ملكا أراد أن یحاسب عبیده. فلما شرع في محاسبتھم,
 جيء إلیھ بواحد علیھ عشرة آالف درھم من الفضة. ولم یكن عنده ما یوفي, فأمر سیده أن یباع
 ھو وامرأتھ وأوالده وجمیع ما یملك حتى یوفیھ دینھ. فجثا لھ العبد ساجدا وقال: "أمھلني یا
 سیدي فأوفیك كل ما لك علي!" فأشفق علیھ سیده وأطلقھ وأعفاه من الدین. ولما خرج الرجل
 لقي عبدا من أصحابھ كان لھ علیھ مائة دینار, فأخذ بعنقھ یخنقھ وھو یقول  لھ: "أوفني ما لي

 علیك!" فجثا صاحبھ یرجوه ویقول: "أمھلني, فأوفیك." فلم یشأ, بل أخذه وألقاه في السجن حتى
 یوفیھ الدین. ورأى العبید أصحابھ ما جرى فاستاؤوا كثیرا وذھبوا وأخبروا سیدھم بكل ما

 جرى. فدعاه سیده وقال لھ: "أیھا العبد الشریر! أعفیتك من دینك كلھ, ألنك رجوتني. أفما كان
 یجب علیك أن ترحم صاحبك مثلما رحمتك؟" وغضب سیده كثیرا, فسلمھ إلى الجالدین, حتى
 یوفیھ كل ما لھ علیھ. وھكذا یفعل بكم أبي السماوي, إن لم یغفر كل واحد منكم الخیھ من كل

 ".قلبھ

مالحظة بخصوص تناول القربان المقدس 
 إن مفھومنا لتناول القربان یعنى عمومیة المشاركة فیھ لذوى العقیدة الواحدة، اال إن المشاركة في سر القربان المقدس ھنا
 مقتصر فقط على أعضاء الكنائس االرثوذكسیة والذین یحضرون أنفسھم بالصالة والصوم واالعتراف منذ فترة قریبة (وعلى
  كل حال، فإننا ندعو الجمیع للمشاركة فى الخبز المقدس الذى یوزع عند إنتھاء مراسیم القداس.) رجاء مراجعة الكاھن .إذا

 رغبت أن تصبح عضوا .فى الكنیسة االرثوذكسیة
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