
The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 
and the Eighth Sunday of Luke 
Apostles Olympas, Rodion, Sosipater, Tertios, Erastos and Quartos  
of the Seventy; Great-martyr Orestes of Cappadocia;  
Venerable Theostiriktos of Symbola and Nonnus, bishop of Heliopolis 

Sunday, November 10, 2019        Tone 4; Eothinon 10    

Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Tone 4) 
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the 
women disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. 
And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been 
spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

Apolytikion for our Patron, Michael the Archangel (Tone 4) 
O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts we beseech thee, though we are 
unworthy, pray that we may be encompassed with a shadow of thine 
unearthly glory; preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly: deliver us 
from oppression since ye are the prince of the highest powers. 

Kontakion of the Entrance of the Theotokos (Tone 4) 
[in anticipation of the Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos on November 21] 

The sacred treasury of God’s holy glory, the greatly precious bridal 
chamber and Virgin, the Savior’s most pure temple, free of stain and 
undefiled, into the House of the Lord on this day is brought forward and 
bringeth with herself the grace of the Most Divine Spirit; her do God's 
Angels hymn with songs of praise, for she is truly the heavenly 
tabernacle. 

Daily Readings  
THE EPISTLE  (for the Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost) 
  

 O Lord, how magnified are Thy works.  In wisdom hast Thou made them all. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians 
(2:16-20) 



Brethren, you know that a man is not justified by works of the Law 
but through faith in Jesus Christ.  Even we have believed in Christ 
Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ, and not by works of the 
Law, because by works of the Law shall no one be justified.  But if, in our 
endeavor to be justified in Christ, we ourselves were found to be sinners, 
is Christ then an agent of sin?  Certainly not!  But if I build up again 
those things which I tore down, then I prove myself a transgressor.  For I 
through the Law died to the Law, that I might live to God.  I have been 
crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ Who lives in 
me; and the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
Who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

THE GOSPEL  (The Eighth Sunday of Luke) 
  

The Reading of the Holy Gospel is according to St. Luke 
(10:25-37) 

At that time, a lawyer stood up to put Jesus to the test, saying, 
“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus said to him, 
“What is written in the Law?  How do you read?”  And the lawyer 
answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and 
your neighbor as yourself.”  And Jesus said to him, “You have answered 
right; do this, and you will live.”  But the lawyer, desiring to justify 
himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  Jesus replied, “A man 
was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, 
who stripped him and beat him, and departed, leaving him half dead.  
Now by chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him 
he passed by on the other side.  So likewise a Levite, when he came to 
the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.  But a Samaritan, as 
he journeyed, came to where he was; and when he saw him, he had 
compassion, and went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil 
and wine; then he set him on his own beast and brought him to an inn, 
and took care of him.  And the next day he took out two denarii and gave 
them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you 
spend, I will repay you when I come back.’  Which of these three, do you 
think, proved neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?”  The 
lawyer said, “The one who showed mercy on him.” And Jesus said to 
him, “Go and do likewise.” 



The Synaxarion  
 On November 10 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate 
the holy Apostles Olympas, Rodion, Sosipater, Tertios, Erastos and 
Quartos of the Seventy. 

Verses 
With words I hymn six disciples of the Word and Wisdom, 

Who with their words delivered mortals from want of wisdom. 
On the tenth the six Apostles passed from this life. 

Olympas and Herodion were followers of the Apostle Peter and when 
Peter suffered, they were beheaded by the command of Emperor Nero. 
Erastus had been the steward of the church in Jerusalem, and later 
became Bishop of Paneas in Palestine. Quartos was the first Bishop of 
the Apostolic See of Beirut. He suffered greatly, but converted many to 
the Christian Faith. Sosipater was the bishop in Iconium and Tertios was 
the second bishop in that city. They waged spiritual warfare and, as 
victors, received heavenly wreaths of glory. 

 On this day, we also commemorate the Great-martyr Orestes of 
Tyana in Cappadocia. He was a Christian from birth and a physician by 
profession. He was harshly tortured by a certain wicked eparch Maximus 
during the reign of Diocletian. When Maximus advised him to deny 
Christ and worship idols, Orestes replied: “If you knew the power of the 
Crucified One, you would reject idolatrous falsehoods and worship the 
true God. I am prepared to endure every pain, having the sign of my Lord 
Jesus Christ inscribed on my heart.” A man bright as the sun appeared, 
gathered Orestes’ relics, and honorably buried them on a hill near Tyana. 
This wonderful saint appeared to St. Dimitri of Rostov and showed him 
all the wounds on his body. 

On this day, we also commemorate the Venerable Theostiriktos of 
Symbola and Nonnus, bishop of Heliopolis. By their intercessions, O 
Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 

A Note Regarding Holy Communion 
      Since we understand Communion to mean that we have all things in common, sharing an identical Faith,  
   only those who are members of the Orthodox Church and who have prepared themselves through prayer,  
   fasting and recent Confession may participate in Holy Communion.  (We invite all, however, to partake of  
   the blessed bread which is distributed at the dismissal.)  Please see the Pastor for inquiries on how to  
   become a member. 



LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
[Note:  The Fast for the Holy Nativity* begins on November 15, 

and is divided into two periods:  1) November 15 through December 19, 
the traditional fasting discipline is observed (no meat, poultry, eggs, dairy, 
fish, wine and oil), except on Tuesdays and Thursdays when wine and oil 

are permitted, and on Saturdays and Sundays when fish, wine and oil 
are allowed.  It should be noted that some allow for fish on all days 

except Wednesdays and Fridays from November 15 to December 18; 
2) December 20 through 24, traditional fasting is observed on all days 

except on Saturday and Sunday when wine and oil are permitted. 
There is a general dispensation for the Thanksgiving holiday.] 

The Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost  
and the Ninth Sunday of Luke 

Saturday, November 16h, Great Vespers, 5 p.m. 
Sunday, November 17th, Orthros, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m. 

The Feast of the Entrance of the Theotokos, November 21st  

OFFERINGS 
Holy Bread is being offered by Marcia O’Dea with prayers for God’s 
continued blessings for Sean O’Dea and Richard Chala, on the 
occasion of their birthdays.  May God grant them many years!  

Holy Bread is being offered by Sam Yanni, Rafik, Laila, Rami and 
their families in loving memory of Helen Zaki (+16 November, 
2013), beloved mother and grandmother.  Memory eternal. 

The five loaves for the Feast of the Holy Archangel Michael is being 
offered by Father Timothy with prayers for his son, Michael 
o’Kalani, his family, and all who celebrate the Feast of their 
patrons, Michael, Gabriel and Raphael.  May God grant them many 
years! 



Holy Bread is also being offered by Minnie Lush in honor of her 
precious children and grandchildren, Nicole, Robert, Gabrielle, 
Robert, Robert Joseph, Jonathan, Gregory, Erin, Reed and Blake.  
May their sweet lives continue to be filled with the overflowing love 
of Christ and their hearts filled with His abundant blessings of 
grace and mercy. 

Holy Bread for the Festal Liturgy of St. Michael on Thursday, 
November 7th was offered with prayers for Michael Mitchell, 
celebrating his Feast Day.  May God grant him many years. 

Special offerings and requests for prayer are being made . . . 

in memory of Archimandrite John Namie (+5 November, 2001), 
with love and respect; thankful for the impact on  

so many young lives at our Antiochian Village Camp. 

in memory of Gretta Ayoub Casalnuovo (+30 October, 2016) and 
Emil Ayoub (+14 November, 2016) by the Mitchell family.   

Memory eternal. 

by our St. Michael Prayer Circle of Gloria, Patty, Diana, Amira, 
Alice and Minnie for all the members of St. Michael Church on the 
Feast Day of our Patron, St. Michael.  May all of our sisters and 
brothers in Christ feel His endless bounty of love, joy and grace. 

for the continued recovery of Willem Tensen. 

for the continued health of Hanna Harb. 

by the Sadd, Lewin and Khouri families for Leilah Sadd Lewin 
on the occasion of her birthday (November 2).   

May God bless her with many years.  Prayers are also offered  
for the speedy recovery of Charlotte Lechlak. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Parish Council Meeting - Monday, November 17th, 7 p.m. 

[Conference Room] 



Father Timothy on Vacation 
Father Timothy’s vacation begins tomorrow.  He will be returning late on 
Thursday, November 21st.  He may be reached by e-mail, voice call or 
text in the event of an emergency.  For any other non-emergency needs, 
please contact his Pastoral Assistant: Subdeacon Richard Ajalat 
(818-800-2418) or by e-mail <rajalat@stmichaelvannuys.org>. 

2020 Parish Directory Updates 
Please be sure to speak with Samia Habib or respond to her e-mail the by 
today should you need to update your information for our new Parish 
Directory.  Samia may be reached by phone at: 818-919-3870 or by e-mail 
at: <sambur@juno.com>. 

JOIN US TODAY after The Divine Liturgy 
at our 50th Anniversary Feast Day Luncheon 

!  
A Family Friendly Meal Featuring… 

Hawaiian BBQ chicken and beef, macaroni salad, 
Hawaiian rolls, roasted vegetables, fresh fruit 

and pineapple upside down cake 
Tickets:  $10 for adults    $5 children 11 and under; 

Family ticket of 2 adults and 1 or more children: $25 

mailto:rajalat@stmichaelvannuys.org
mailto:sambur@juno.com


Teen SOYO Raffle 
Tickets for our Annual Teen SOYO Holiday Raffle are available each 
Sunday until the date of the drawing, Sunday, December 8, 2019, during 
our Church School Christmas Program.  Proceeds from the raffle will help 
Teen SOYO sponsor the Special Olympics at the Antiochian Village and 
our parish youth program. 

Christmas Toy Collection 
We will again be collecting new toys for the children of prisoners.  The toys 
should not include guns or require batteries.  We especially need sports 
items: soccer balls, basketballs, and games for the children.  All financial 
contributions should be turned in no later than Sunday, December 1st, and 
all toys should be at the church by the date of our Christmas Program – 
December 8th.  All toys and clothing will be distributed by the Archdiocese 
Prison Ministry with the assistance of our parish in Palmdale.  

Note to Coffee Hour hosts: coffee and paper goods will be provided each week. 

       Holy Bread Offering List          Coffee Hour Hosts Calendar 
      

             Nov 17 - Sonia Karam  Nov 17 - Sonia Karam 
                  Nov 24 - open        Nov 24 - Carl Andrews 
Dec 1 - the Hallak and Azzam families   Dec 1 - the Hallak and Azzam families 
                  Dec 08 - open                    Dec 08 - Church School Lenten Buffet 
                  Dec 15 - open                      Dec 15 - The Khouri/Lewin Families          

Please contact Fr. Timothy (818/219-3761; pastor@stmichaelvannuys.org) to sign-up to offer Holy Bread and 
Cindy Tamoush at: (818-345-4363; famtam5@socal.rr.com) to sign-up for the Coffee Hour. 

Fall Food Collection 
We are again assisting a local food pantry (“Loaves and Fishes”) in their 
new location in Van Nuys.  Please phone Cindy Tamoush at: 818-345-4363 
if you are able to participate in our Thanksgiving and/or Christmas food 
collection.  Here are ways that you may choose to participate: 

1.  If you’d like me to shop for you, write a check out to: “St. Michael 
Church,” earmarked: “Holiday Food Collection” (tax deductible) 



2.  You may purchase grocery script in any amount.  Don’t forget to use 
your Ralph’s Reward Card that will help St. Michael benefit from your 
purchase. 

3. Due to the lack of space, Loaves and Fishes is requested any of the 
following items:  personal care items, deodorant soap, shampoo, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sanitary napkins and disposable razors, large 
disposable diapers, men and women’s socks, bottled water, and any 
store gift cards in $5 or $10 denominations.  Please do not provide us 
with clothing or household items. 

All food items must be delivered to our church kitchen by Sunday, 
November 24 and/or Sunday, December 22. 

Thank you for your support, 

Cindy Tamoush  
Charity Coordinator 

THE CHRISTMAS FAST – ADVENT 
      The Church ordains that this preparation begins on November 15.  The Fast is 
forty days long and is sometimes known as Philip’s Fast because it begins the day 
after November 14, which is dedicated to St. Philip the Apostle. 
      The Fast has very ancient origins.  Leo the Great, in the Fifth Century, made 
mention of it as an ancient, established Fast, which gave importance to the 
event of the Birth of Christ by the Church, even at that time.  The Christians 
Church did not universally observe the Fast in length and method until the 
Council of Constantinople in 1166 AD.  It was at that Council that the ancient 
regulations and various customs and traditions of the churches were studied and 
forty days was chosen to be most representative. 
      Many of us want the Feast without the penitential note that precedes it.  We 
want Christmas without Advent.  The result is that most of us only “observe” the 
day of Christmas and fail to “keep” the day holy.  The Christmas fast gives us time 
to meditate upon the meaning of our Lord’s coming (God born as a man) – in 
the past, present, and future.  Only to the extent that we prepare carefully for His 
Coming can we receive Him worthily.  Hence, as Christmas approaches, we 
should be aware of the meaning of the Christmas fast (Advent) upon us and our 
souls.  Consciences need examination; sins need to be forgiven.  Above all, souls 
need refreshment with His Sacramental Presence when the Christmas Fast ends 
and Christ is born. 



The Placing of the Dome Cross 
On Sunday, November 24, 2019 the holy cross (donated by Emile Skaff in 
memory of Carrie Deeb Skaff) will be placed at the top of the dome of 
our new church sanctuary.  This will take place at the end of he Divine 
Liturgy at approximately 11:30, just before he coffee hour on that day. 

Upcoming Events (see the foyer bulletin board for more information) 

Day Retreat: “The Inner Heaven of Man: An Exploration of the Healing of 
Mind, Heart and Will According to the Teaching of St. Nicholas of Zica; 

led by V. Rev. John Finley - Saturday, November 23; 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
St. Barnabas Church (Costa Mesa) 

Fast in Preparation of the Holy Nativity - November 15 to December 24 
St. Matthew Feast Day and Nativity Retreat 

St. Matthew Church (Torrance), November 15-17; Father John Finley 
speaker: “Building a Christian Community in a Fractured World” 

Special Meeting of the Voting Membership - Sunday, November 24 
[for the purpose of accepting nominations for Council members] 

Placing of the Dome Cross in Place - Sunday, November 24 
following the Divine Liturgy 

Thanksgiving Weekend Iconography Retreat with Iconographer:  
Khouriye Randa Al Khoury Azar - November 25-30; 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

with free hour lunch break; (TAHS 1020 Base Line Rd., La Verne 91750) 

St. Michael Teen “Friendsgiving!” 
Saturday, November 30 at the home of Anna & Cooper Rowe 

R.S.V.P. by today - November 10 

“Sex Education in Public Schools: What Parents Should Know” 
Half-day Seminar by Dr. Keith Buhler, Saturday, December 7; 

1:30 to 4:15 p.m., St. Simeon Mission (Santa Clarita) 

Young Adult “Ugly Sweater Party” - Saturday evening, December 7 

Church School Christmas Program Rehearsal - Saturday, December 7 
Christmas Program - Sunday, December 8 



Advent Retreat (St. Michael Church, Whittier) with Fr. Patrick Reardon 

“The Feast of the Holy Nativity (Christmas) - Wednesday, December 25 
Christmas Eve Liturgy (Paramon), 3:30 p.m.;  Christmas Day, 10 a.m. 

Parish Council Nominations 
On Sunday, November 24, 2019 we will be holding a brief Special Meeting 
of the Voting Membership solely for the purpose of receiving and 
accepting nominations for Parish Council members to be elected for 
there (3), three-year terms (January, 2020 to December, 2022).  At this 
meeting the Nominations Committee will present their report and 
additional nominations will be open from the floor.  It is important that 
persons being considered be able to fulfill the commitment to serve.  
Therefore it is necessary that all nominees first be personally asked if they 
would accept nomination, and second be approved by the Pastor as 
someone who is qualified.  The Parish Constitution prescribes that all 
nominees must be at least twenty-five years of age or older, have been a 
pledging members of the parish for at least one year and have fulfilled 
the canonical requirements of the Faith [Article VI, Sec. 2].  The nominees 
must also be committed in attending monthly Parish Council meetings 
held on the third (3rd) Sunday of each month.  We sincerely thank Connie 
Abdun-Nur Barilla (Vice-Chair) [ending her first term; able to be 
nominated]; Carrie Sadd Khouri [ending her second term and unable to 
be nominated] and Michael Mitchell (Chair) [ending his second term and 
unable to be nominated]. Our three (3) one-year appointed members 
whose terms are expiring are: Eric Nelson (Secretary), [ending his eighth 
consecutive year (two three year terms and two appointed terms) and 
unable to be nominated]; Julie Bitar [ending her first appointed term and 
able to be nominated]; and Dan Raju [ending his first appointed term and 
able to be nominated].  The Parish Council election will be held on two (2) 
consecutive Sundays: December 1 and 8.  Council members whose terms 
are unexpired are: Richard Ajalat, Joe Ayoub, Regan Hines, Adam Lamar, 
Deacon Andrew Monsue and Kris Thabit.  Charmaine Darmour is also 
completing her ninth (9th) consecutive year as President of the Antiochian 
Women.  Please speak with Connie Abdun-Nur Barilla (Vice-Chair) or 
Father Timothy should be be interested in serving on our Parish Council. 



St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church
of the San Fernando Valley

16643 Vanowen Street, Van Nuys, California 91406-4622 

Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Michael: 

The last quarter of 2019 is upon us and perhaps it is time to do some tax 
planning for our tax filings in the spring of 2020. 

The 2019 Tax Law has changed our ability to deduct certain items and in other 
cases has caped the amount we are able to deduct. For instance, there is a cap 
on deductions for State Taxes and Property Taxes. The government however has 
not put a cap on the amount of Charitable Donations you are able to deduct 
according to your income. 

We ask that you prayerfully consider St. Michael Church in your charitable giving 
to both benefit yourselves and in like manner benefit the church.  There are 
several members of our parish who have neither pledged or donated to our new 
Building Fund Project and it is now time to do so.  A pledge form is attached 
with this bulletin for your convenience.  Also, listed below are several options to 
consider on how to donate to St. Michael Church: 

A charitable donation of long-term appreciated securities, i.e., stocks, bonds 
and/or mutual funds that have realized significant appreciation over time is one 
of the best and most tax-efficient of all ways to give.  This method of giving has 
become increasingly popular in recent years.  There are two main advantages:   

1) Any long-term appreciated securities with unrealized gains (meaning they 
were purchased over a year ago, and have a current value greater than their 
original cost) may be donated to the church with the benefit of receiving a 
tax deduction for the full fair value of the securities—up to 50% of the 
donor’s adjusted gross income;  

2) Since the securities/stock is being donated rather than sold, capital gains 
taxes from selling the securities no longer apply.  And the more appreciation 
the securities have, the greater the tax savings will be.   



Second: A Qualified Charitable Deduction (QCD) is an option for anyone 70.5 
years of age or older.  You are able to take advantage of withdraw ing from your 
personal IRA (Individual Retirement Account) without paying Federal or State 
Taxes.  This will give the donor an opportunity to fulfill their pledge.  You would 
not be able to take a tax deduction on the donation, however, not having to pay 
Federal or State Taxes on the IRA withdrawal far exceeds the benefit of a tax 
deduction.  [Your IRA deduction cannot exceed $100,000 per year.] 

In both of the above options the funds would need to be transferred from either 
your Securities Brokerage Account or IRA Account directly to the St. Michael 
Antiochian Orthodox Church Brokerage Account in order for the donation to 
qualify. 

One other possible means of doubling your donation is corporations that 
provide a Matching Funds Program.  You should inquire with your company’s 
Human Relations Office for more information. 

May God grant you and your family His divine grace with continued health and 
prosperity. 

In Christ, 

Ron Zraick  
St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church 
Chair, Capital Funds Campaign Committee 
ronaldzraick@gmail.com 

Senior Ride Option 
GOGO Grandparent is a safe and affordable transportation service for 
seniors needing a ride to and from any location.  The company also 
provides assistance with seniors using walkers and wheelchairs.  For more 
information go to:  <gogograndparent.com> or phone:  855-464-6872. 

mailto:ronaldzraick@gmail.com
http://gogograndparent.com


PASTORAL SERMON 
The Eighth Sunday of Luke 
By V. Rev. Timothy Baclig 

November 10, 2019 

During his priesthood St. John Chrysostom (the author of the prayers in the 
Divine Liturgy we use on Sundays and whose Feast Day is celebrated on November 
13) preached a series of sermons in the month of January on last week’s Gospel 
lesson: the Parable of the Rich Man and Lazarus.  In these sermons he refers to the 
riotous celebrations of Saturnalia at the beginning of the Civil New Year.  There were 
seven sermons in all, and included a day of a severe earthquake in Antioch, preceding 
his 6th sermon which John found timely, and preached on God’s judgment and the 
necessity of choosing the right way of life before it is too late. 

If I were to simply read to you the words of St. John Chrysostom, (St. Basil 
the Great, St. Gregory the Great, St. Clement of Alexandra, St. Ambrose, on the 
subject of Christian compassion and mercy, it would be a severe judgment upon our 
lives.  St. John taught and believed very adamantly that you and I must recognize 
what are the necessities of life: food, clothing, a roof, walls, shoes and the like; all 
else, according to John were “superfluous.”  In his own words:  “Behold how only a 
few things are sufficient for you; nor does God ask much of you.  Seek as much as he 
has given you, and from that take as much as is necessary; the superfluous things 
which remain are the necessities of the poor.  They who possess superfluities possess 
the goods of others.” 

In another context of St. John’s writings we hear him speak in a way that 
brings it closer to home:  “Do I possess the house in which I live?  No, it is only on 
loan to me from God [as] I remain in that place.  [Some would say on loan to me from 
the mortgage company.]  Do I possess the clothes I wear?  No, they are on loan to me 
until they wear out, or until I give them away to someone in greater need.  Do I 
possess this body that you see before you?  No, it was lent to me until the day I die.  
Do I possess the mind that is composing the words that I speak?  No, that too was lent 
by God at my birth and will go when I die.  So do I possess anything?  Yes, I possess 
the virtues which during my life I have grown and nourished within my soul.  
Inasmuch as I have grown in gentleness, I possess gentleness.  These things are 



immortal; they are divine gifts which God will not take away because He wants 
heaven itself to be filled with virtue.  And of course, I possess my soul, in which these 
virtues have their roots.” 

The Gospel lessons during these months are not intended to make us feel 
guilty about what we are not doing.  They are intended to help us to understand the 
purpose of giving.  Is giving something we do in order to get something in return?  
Many businesses operate on this premise and have been successful; however, our 
purpose is not to function as a business.   

The heart of today’s Gospel lesson can be summed up by the words of the 
prophet Hosea (quoted twice by our Lord in St. Matthew’s Gospel):  I desire mercy, 
not sacrifice (Hosea 6:6).  The point of the Gospel is not about giving.  It is more 
accurately about having mercy, just as God was merciful to us.  His sacrifice was the 
result of his love and mercy.  And the action of His sacrifice was something that was 
done with joy.  In fact we are reminded in scripture that “God loves a cheerful giver!”  
Similarly for us, Christian deeds of mercy stem from our thankful hearts.   

In the context of the 1st century Christ was making two points:  1) our 
neighbor is not only those who are of our race or faith (for such was the Judaic 
understanding of His day); moreover, the Samaritan in the parable, the person who 
does the good deed, and who was notably not a Jew, is the one who is also called a 
“neighbor” by the Lord.  In other words, a neighbor is not only the human person who 
is the object of one’s loving care, but the person who out of love deals 
compassionately with someone in need; for we hear Jesus ask:  Which of these do you 
think was a neighbor to him who fell among thieves?  The lesson emphasizes that it is 
as much on the attitude and the act of being a neighbor as it is on seeing others as 
neighbors.  Furthermore, if we love God with all our being, every human being 
becomes our neighbor, and we are to be neighbors to everyone. 

Second, the negligence of the priest and the Levite, according to Jesus, 
justified themselves by a perverted understanding of the Law.  (Numbers 6:6-7 
prevented one from touching an unclean thing to avoid ceremonial defilement.  
Moreover, it is possible to assume that the victim on the roadside was regarded as a 
person who was not “one of their own kind.”)  Today’s lesson is very difficult for us 
today.  It may be, very possibly be a greater challenge to you and me than it was to 



those who failed to be neighbors in our Lord’s time.  Today we can think of many 
more ways to justify our “not being involved,”  “not taking any chances,” “not getting 
ourselves into any legal situation.”  And while it is true that each person should learn 
to be responsible individuals, the fact remains that regardless of our position in life, 
God desires us to be neighbors to everyone and to regard every person as our 
neighbor.   

You and I will know when we are called to respond.  No one will need to tell 
us.  That response may not only pertain to someone like the Samaritan in the parable – 
someone who is not like us or near to us.  It may be someone in our own family or a 
co-worker, a classmate.  The need may not even be food or shelter, but may involve 
taking the time to help someone to have courage to face a personal challenge or 
overcoming a disability.  The need may also not even pertain to finances, but 
companionship and loneliness.  The struggle may not even pertain to having enough 
of something, but a serious addiction or obsession. 

Whatever the situation, you and I are not called to judge anyone.  At the same 
time, God has also given you and I common sense.  Asking for discernment in order 
to truly help someone is not a sin.  Being placed in a situation of knowing that you 
can make a difference and failing to respond is the sin of omission. 

Finally, with this being Veteran’s Day I have chosen to conclude my message 
with a quote from the message delivered by the President of the United States early 
Wednesday morning, November, 7, 2012:  The role of citizens in our Democracy does 
not end with your vote. America is never been about what can be done for us.  
[America is] about what can be done by us together through the hard and frustrating, 
but necessary work of self-government. That’s the principle we were founded on.  This 
country has more wealth than any nation, but that’s not what makes us rich. We have 
the most powerful military in history, but that’s not what makes us strong. Our 
universities, our culture are all the envy of the world, but that’s not what keeps 
[people from] coming to our shores.  What makes America exceptional are the bonds 
that hold together [what is] the most diverse nation on earth.  The belief that our 
destiny is shared; that this country only works when we accept certain obligations [to 
each other] and to future generations. The freedom which so many Americans have 
fought for and died for come with responsibilities as well as rights.  And among those 
are love and charity and duty and patriotism. That’s what makes America great. 



Prayer 
Almighty God, help us in our misconceptions like the rich young man, who 
considered himself justified.  As we now approach your holy altar and dare to partake 
of your Holy Body and precious blood may we never assume or even presume that it 
was not without a price, not without a sacrifice and certainly not without love that you 
bore the sins of the world.  As we approach your sacred meal, we approach in faith 
and love and ever thankful for your great mercy.  We lay aside all worldly cares and 
any defense of what we may have thought to be our own righteousness.  Keep us in 
your protective care.  Illumine our leaders, strengthen our nation, guard and protect 
our armed forces and grant us peaceful times… 

EOTHINON  10       TONE 4 
         اللحن  4                                                     االیوثینا 10     

The Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost
and the Eighth Sunday of Luke

Apostles Olympas, Rodion, Sosipater, Tertios, Erastos and Quartos of the Seventy; 
Great-martyr Orestes of Cappadocia; Venerable Theostiriktos of Symbola and Nonnus, bishop of Heliopolis

طروباریة القیامة على اللحن الرابع 
إن تلمیذاِت الرِب تعلمن من المالِك الكرَز بالقیامِة البھج, وطرحن القضاَء الجدي, وخاطبن 

الرسَل مفتخراٍت وقائالٍت: ُسبي الموُت وقام المسیُح اإللھُ, مانحاً العالَم الرحمةَ العظمى 

طروباریة رؤساء المالئكة باللحن الرابع 
أّیھا المتقّدموَن على األجناد السماویین، نتوّسلُ إلیكم نحن غیَر المستحّقین، حّتى أَّنكم بطلباِتكم 

تكتنوفوننا بظلِّ أجنحِة مجِدكم غیِر الھیولي، حافظیَن إّیانا نحُن الجاثین َوالصارخیَن بغیِر فتور،  
أنقذونا مَن الشدائد، بما أّنكم رؤساُء مراتِب القّواِت العلویة. 

اليَوَم الَهيَْكُل الذي لِْلُمَخلَِّص، الُكلِّيُّ النَّقاِء، الَعذْراُء الِخْدُر ذو الثََّمِن الَجزيِل، وهيَ الَكنْزُ الطّاِهُر 
، تُدِخُل ِنْعَمَة الّروحِ اإلَلِهيِّ َمَعها. فَْلتَُسبِّحها َمالِئَكُة اهلل، ألنَّها  مِلَْجِد اإلله، إذْ تَْدُخُل بَيَْت الرَّبِّ

ماِويَّة. املِظَلَُّة السَّ

الرسالة 



.الرَّّب نَفْسي يا بارِِكي .َصنَْعَت ِبِحْكَمٍة ُكلَّها ،ياربُّ أْعماَلَك أْعظََم ما 
*( 20-2:16) َغالِطيَة أَْهِل إلى الرَّسوِل بوُلَس الِقّديِس رِساَلِة ِمْن فَْصٌل*

ُر ال اإلنْـــساَن أنَّ نَـــْعَلُم إذْ ،إخْــــَوةُ يـــا  ــما بَـــْل ،الـــنامـــوِس بِــــأَعْــــماِل يُـــبَرَّ بِــــيَسوَع بـــاإليـــماِن إنّـَ
َر لِـــَكيْ املـــسيحِ بِــــيَسوَع أَيْـــضاً نَـــْحُن آمَــــنَّا .املَــسيحِ  بِــــأَعْــــماِل ال ،بـــاملَــسيحِ بـــاإليـــماِن نُـــبَرَّ
ُر ال إذْ ،الـــــنامـــــوسِ  ونـــــْحُن كُــــــنَّا فـــــإْن * الَجسَـــــــــِد ذَوي مِــــــْن أَحَــــــــٌد الـــــنامـــــوِس بِــــــأَعْــــــماِل يُـــــبَرَّ
خـــاِدمـــاً إذَْن املَـــسيحُ أَفَـــيَكوُن ،خُـــــطاةً أيْـــضاً نَـــْحُن ُوجِـــــْدنـــا ،بـــاملَـــسيحِ الـــتَبْريـــَر طـــالِـــبُونَ 
ألنّـي * مُــتََعدِّيـاً نَـفْسي أَجْــــَعُل ،هَـــَدمْــُت قَــْد مـا أَبْـِني عُـــْدُت إْن فـإنّـي *حـاشـى لِْلخَـــطيئَِة؟ 
املَسيحُ بَـْل ،أنـا ال ،فَـأَحْــــيا صُـــــــــلِبُْت املَسيحِ مَــعَ * هلل أَحْــــيا لِـَكيْ لِـْلنامـوِس مُــتُّ بـالـنامـوسِ 
،أَحَــــبَّني الـذي اهللِ ابْـِن إيـماِن فـي أَحْــــياهُ أنـا الَجسَــــــِد فـي الـَحياِة مِـــَن ومـالـي .فِــيَّ يَـْحيَا 

.َعنِّي نَفَْسُه وبَذََل

اإلنجیل 
فصٌل شريٌف من بشارِة القديِس لوقا اإلنجيليِّ البشيِر. 

 (10:25-37)
باً لُه يا ُمَعلُِّم ماذا أعَمُل ألرَِث الحياةَ األبَِديََّة*  في ذلَك الزماِن َدنا إلى يَسوَع ناموسيٌ وقاَل ُمجرِّ
فقاَل لُه ماذا ُكِتَب في النَّاُموِس. َكيَف تَقرأُ* فأجاَب وقاَل أحِبِب الرَبَّ إلَهَك ِمْن ُكلِّ َقلِبَك وِمن ُكلِّ 
نَفِسَك وِمْن ُكلِّ قدرَِتَك ومْن ُكلِّ ِذهِنَك وقريبََك َكنَفِسَك* فقاَل لُه بالصواِب أَجبَت. إعَمل ذلَِك فَتحيا* 

فأراَد أن يُزَكيَّ نَفَسُه فقاَل ليسوَع وَمن َقريبي* فعاَد يسوُع وقاَل كاَن إنساٌن ُمنَحِدراً من 
وهُ وَجرَّحوهُ وتَرَكوهُ بنَي َحيٍّ وَميٍّت* فَاتَّفََق أنَّ كاِهناً  أورَشليَم إلى أريحا فَوَقعَ بنَي ُلصوٍص فَعرَّ
كاَن ُمنَحدراً في ذلَك الطريِق فأبَصرَهُ وَجازَ ِمْن أمامِه* وكذلَك الويٌّ وأتى إلى املكاِن فأبَصرَهُ 

* فَدنا إليِه وَضَمَد ِجراحاِتِه وَصبَّ  َ ا رآهُ تََحننَّ وَجازَ ِمْن أماِمِه* ثمَّ إنَّ ساِمريّاً ُمساِفراً َمرَّ ِبِه فلمَّ
عليها زَيتاً وَخمراً وَحَمَلُه على دابَِّتِه وأتى ِبِه إلى فُنُدٍق واعتَنى بأمرِِه* وفي الَغِد فيما ُهَو خاِرٌج 
أخَرَج ديناَريِن وأعطاهما لصاِحِب الفُنُدِق وقاَل لُه اعنَتِ بأمرِِه. وَمهما تُنِفْق فوَق هذا فأنا أدفًُعُه 
لَك عنَد عوَدتي* فأيُّ هؤالِء الثالثِة تَحَسُب صاَر قريباً للذي وَقعَ بنَي اللُصوِص* قاَل الذي صنَعَ 

إليِه الرَحمة. فقاَل لُه يسوُع امِض فاصنَعْ أنَت أيضاً كذلَك.



مالحظة بخصوص تناول القربان المقدس 
 إن مفھومنا لتناول القربان یعنى عمومیة المشاركة فیھ لذوى العقیدة الواحدة، اال إن المشاركة في سر القربان المقدس ھنا
 مقتصر فقط على أعضاء الكنائس االرثوذكسیة والذین یحضرون أنفسھم بالصالة والصوم واالعتراف منذ فترة قریبة (وعلى

  كل حال، فإننا ندعو الجمیع للمشاركة فى الخبز المقدس الذى یوزع عند إنتھاء مراسیم
 القداس.) رجاء مراجعة الكاھن .إذا رغبت أن تصبح عضوا .فى الكنیسة االرثوذكسیة
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