
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
and the Fifth Sunday of Matthew 
Righteous Fathers John of Edessa in Mesopotamia and Simeon of Homs (Emesa), 
the Fool-for-Christ; Parthenios, bishop of Radovizlios; Martyr Victor of Marseilles 

Sunday, July 21, 2019             Tone 4; Eothinon 5             

Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Tone 4) 
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the 
women disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation. 
And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been 
spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy. 

Apolytikion for our Patron, Michael the Archangel (Tone 2) 
O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts, we beseech thee, though we are 
unworthy, pray that we may be encompassed with a shadow of thine 
unearthly glory; preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly: Deliver us 
from oppression since ye are the prince of the highest powers. 

Kontakion for the Theotokos (Tone 2)  
O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto 
the Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those 
who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid, 
who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to 
make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that 
honor thee. 

Daily Readings 

THE EPISTLE  (for the Fifth Sunday after Pentecost)    
How great are Thy works, O Lord!  In wisdom hast Thou made them all. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul.    
The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans (10:1-10) 

Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that it 
may be saved. I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but it is 
not enlightened. For, being ignorant of the righteousness that comes 



from God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to 
God’s righteousness. For Christ is the end of the law, that everyone who 
has faith may be justified. Moses writes that the man who practices the 
righteousness which is based on the law shall live by it. But the 
righteousness based on faith says: Do not say in your heart, “Who will 
ascend into Heaven?” (that is, to bring Christ down) or “Who will descend 
into the abyss?” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what 
does it say? The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart (that is, 
the word of faith which we preach); because, if you confess with your lips 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved. For man believes with his heart and so is 
justified, and he confesses with his lips and so is saved. 

THE GOSPEL  (for the Fifth Sunday of Matthew) 
  
The Reading of the Holy Gospel is according to St. Matthew (8:28 – 
9:1) 

At that time, when Jesus came to the country of the Gergesenes, 
two demoniacs met Him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one 
could pass that way.  And behold, they cried out, “What have we to do to 
Thee, O Son of God?  Art Thou come here to torment us before the time?”  
Now a herd of many swine was feeding at some distance from them.  And 
the demons begged Him, “If Thou cast us out, send us away into the herd 
of swine.”  And He said to them, “Go.”  So they came out and went into 
the swine; and behold, the whole herd rushed down the steep bank into 
the sea, and perished in the waters.  The herdsmen fled, and going into 
the city they told everything, and what had happened to the demoniacs.  
And behold, all the city came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, 
they begged Him to leave their neighborhood.  And getting into a boat He 
crossed over and came to His own city. 

The Synaxarion  
 On July 21 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate our 
Righteous Fathers John of Edessa in Mesopotamia; and Simeon of Homs 
(Emesa), the Fool-for-Christ. 

Verses 
A wise fool wast thou, mocking life, O Father Simeon,  



escaping even to the end the crafty serpent. 
O John, thou chosest to dwell in barren regions,  

whereby thou didst render carnal passions barren. 
On the twenty-first died Simeon the mock-fool and mocker. 

Both men received the monastic tonsure at the hands of the Abbot Nicon 
in the Monastery of St. Gerasimos. They withdrew into the wilderness 
near the Dead Sea where they lived an austere life of asceticism for 
nearly thirty years. They mortified their bodies so much that they 
resembled two withered trees. One day Simeon told John that, according 
to God's command, he must depart from the wilderness, go among the 
people and serve God there. John said to Simeon, "Pray to God for me, 
that He does not separate us, one from the other, in the future life." 
Simeon went among the people of Homs, Syria as a "fool for Christ," to 
teach people and to convert them to the Faith of Christ. He pretended 
insanity before everyone but his heart was the temple of the Holy Spirit 
and, in that temple, was unceasing prayer. Simeon possessed abundant 
grace from God and was able to discern all the inner secrets of people, 
healing them from evil spirits and other ailments. Simeon came across a 
young fornicator who went out of his mind. Simeon struck him across 
the face with his hand and said: "Do not commit fornication." At that 
moment the unclean demon departed from the young man and he 
became well. Simeon reposed in 570; by the providence of God, John, 
who had remained in the wilderness, departed soon after. 

On this day, we also commemorate Parthenios, bishop of 
Radovizlios; and Martyr Victor of Marseilles. By the intercessions of Thy 
Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen. 

A Note Regarding Holy Communion 
      Since we understand Communion to mean that we have all things in common, sharing an identical Faith, only  
  those who are members of the Orthodox Church and who have prepared themselves through prayer, fasting and  
  recent Confession may participate in Holy Communion.  (We invite all, however, to partake of the blessed bread  
  which is distributed at the dismissal.)  Please see the Pastor for inquiries on how to become a member. 

OFFERINGS 
Holy Bread is being offered by Asma & Haitham Sweis and family 
for the one-year memorial of Asma’s mother, Najla (+22 July, 2018).  
Memory eternal. 



The Coffee Hour is being hosted by the Toomey and Contes families 
in loving memory of our dear Neda Toomey and Ned’s uncle, Tim 
Farris.  Memory eternal.  Prayers are also offered for the good 
health of Ned’s friend, Dick Foushee. 

Special offerings and requests for prayer are being made . . . 

for the speedy recovery and continued health of Marina Coury. 

for the continued recovery and good health of Carolyn Sadd, 

for the continued health of Julian Botezatu. 

for Nizar & Arlette Shahwan, Jude Nicole and Megan  
who are moving to Houston, Texas this coming week. 

for the repose of the newly-departed Terry Polley (+14 July, 2019) 

LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
[Wednesday and Friday is observed as a day of fasting] 

The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost and The Sixth Sunday of Matthew 
Saturday, July 27th, Great Vespers, 5 p.m. 

Sunday, July 28th, Orthros, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m. 

For Planning Ahead 
The Feast of the Dormition this year falls on a Thursday (August 15).  The 
Feast is preceded by a fourteen day fast, beginning on Thursday, August 
1st.  The traditional fasting discipline includes: no meat, poultry, eggs, dairy, 
fish, wine and oil, but wine and oil are allowed on Saturdays and Sundays; 
also fish wine and oil are permitted for the Feast of the Transfiguration 
(Tuesday, August 6).  A Vesperal Divine Liturgy will take place on the eves 
of the Feast of the Holy Transfiguration (Monday, August 6th) and the Holy 
Dormition (Wednesday, August 14th) at 6:30 p.m.  Also a Service of the 
Paraklesis (Intercessory Prayer) will be scheduled for Wednesday, August 
2nd at 6:30 p.m. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Six-Month Financial Reports and Balance Sheet 

Our Parish Constitution requires that a Six-moth Financial Statement and 
Balance Sheet be provided to our membership.  This is being made 
available this morning to our members by signing-in with our Secretary, 
Eric Nelson.  Please do not leave the report anywhere in the building.  
Thank you. 

Care Packages for the Homeless 
Join us in helping the homeless by providing items for one gallon size zip 
lock “care packages” that will be available for you to have in your car for 
the needy on street corners.  Simply bring any of the following item to our 
collection box at the church in the coming weeks:  water bottle, socks, 
cans of easy open cans of tuna, etc. (when a can opener is not needed), 
granola or cereal bars, sealed fruit or applesauce cups, peanut butter or 
cheese crackers, fast food gift certificates, hand wipes, tissue packs, maxi 
pads, toothbrushes and toothpaste, nail clippers, band aids, chapstick, 
small brush or comb, minutes, cough drops or gum, small notes with a 
Bible verse or words of encouragement.  Thank you for your help. 

Note to Coffee Hour hosts: coffee and paper goods will be provided each week. 
        Holy Bread Offering List          Coffee Hour Hosts Calendar 
      

Jul 28 - The Bitar family; Beverly Ansara                Jul 28 - open 
                   Don Meena 
                 Aug 04 - open         Aug 04 - open 
 Aug 06 - open (Holy Transfiguration) 
                 Aug 11 - open   Aug 11 - The Waldman family 

Please contact Fr. Timothy (818/219-3761; pastor@stmichaelvannuys.org) to sign-up to offer Holy Bread and 
Cindy Tamoush at: (818-345-4363; famtam5@socal.rr.com) to sign-up for the Coffee Hour. 

Upcoming Events (see the foyer bulletin board for more information) 

St. Nicholas Summer Camp Program: 
Week Two - July 22-27; Week Three - July 29 to August 3 

Parish Council Meeting - Saturday, August 10; 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 



Sepulveda Transit Corridor Project Community Meeting 
addressing travel between SFV, Westside, Los Angeles and LAX - 

Saturday, August 3, 2019, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Lunch will be served. 
Marvin Braue Constituante Service Center (6262 Van Nuys, Blvd. 91401) 

Teen SOYO Fall “Kick-off” - Saturday, September 21, 2019, 
St. Nicholas Cathedral Heritage Hall; 1-5 p.m. 

Neighborhood Open Houses 
As we continue to celebrate our parish’s Fiftieth Year, it is our hope that 
you will get to know your fellow parishioners in your neighborhood.  We 
have formed a listing of our members in each area of the Los Angeles 
metropolitan area and are looking for volunteers to host a neighborhood 
gathering sometime this year.  The gatherings are to be informal and to 
allow for socializing; maximum two (2) hours, i.e., 7-9 p.m.  Deserts or 
refreshments may be considered.  Potlucks may also be planned.  
Gatherings may also take place in a clubhouse or be a park picnic.  Hosts 
will be responsible in contacting parishioners in their neighborhood.  We 
are asking our hosts not to include the church calendar dates of fasting.  
Should you have any questions or are interested in being a host, please 
speak with Father Timothy: 818-219-3761 <pastor@stmichaelvannuys.org>. 

Building Fund Stock Donation Option 

A charitable donation of long-term appreciated securities, i.e., stocks, 
bonds and/or mutual funds that have realized significant appreciation 
over time is one of the best and most tax-efficient of all ways to support 
our Building Fund.  There are two main advantages:  1) Any long-term 
appreciated securities with unrealized gains (meaning they were 
purchased over a year ago, and have a current value greater than their 
original cost) may be donated to the church with the benefit of receiving 
a tax deduction for the full fair value of the securities—up to 60% of the 
donor’s adjusted gross income; 2) since the securities/stock is being 
donated rather than sold, capital gains taxes from selling the securities no 
longer apply.  And the more appreciation the securities have, the greater 
the tax savings will be.  Please speak with or contact Ron Zraick, Chair of 
the Capital Funds Campaign Committee: <ronaldzraick@yahoo.com>. 

mailto:pastor@stmichaelvannuys.org
mailto:ronaldzraick@yahoo.com


Pastor’s Sermon  
The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

By V. Rev. Timothy Baclig 
July 21, 2019 

 Each time we pray The Lord’s Prayer we conclude saying, “…lead us not 
into temptation but deliver us from evil.”  “Evil” is correctly translated: “The Evil 
One.” 

 The most important thing concerning today’s Gospel lesson is not the focus 
upon the presence or the power of evil in this world.  Instead, our attention must 
be upon our choice to acknowledge 1) God’s presence in our life, 2) know how He 
has equipped us with all that is necessary to be protected form evil, and 3) to be 
prepared with: discernment and good judgment against all the forces of evil. 

 In our day and age what was once “common sense,” is now uncommon.  
Today, what is sensible is no longer common.  

 In his letter to the Ephesians, St. Paul writes:  Live as children of light (for 
the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) and find out 
what pleases the Lord.  Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness… 
(Ephesians 5:8b-11a).  He then continues in saying, Be very careful then, how you 
live—not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the 
days are evil.  Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. 
(Ephesians 5:15-17).  It is significant to note that this passage immediately 
precedes our epistle reading in the Wedding Sacrament where a man and a woman 
is instructed to submit to each other “out of the reverence of Christ;” for husbands 
to love their wives as Christ loved the Church and gave Himself for her. 

 We are empowered and protected by the sign Cross.  It is the means by 
which we guard ourselves from all forms of evil.  We do not speak of these things 
in terms of superstition.  We regard them as spiritual realities and must be cautious 
about what we find enticing, being very aware of what can become controlling of 



our will to the degree that we become callous about evil and eventually disregard 
all that we know in our right mind to be good.   

The perpetuation of a wrong “systemic behavior” can be difficult to  
overcome.  This is because change is a struggle from the familiarity with what a 
person is accustomed to, or grown comfortable with.  Very often, this leads to an 
acceptance of the conditions and behavior.  “Well, that’s just the way I am!” 
becomes the rationale. 

 Notice that in the Gospel account of the demoniac in the “country of the 
Gergesenes,” after the men were freed from demonic possession there was fear 
among the herdsmen of the region.  The gospel records: “They fled, and going into 
the city they told everything, and what had happened to the demoniacs… The city 
came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw Him, they begged Him to leave their 
neighborhood.”  It was very apparent from this account that the forces of evil had 
pervaded and prevailed in the lives of the people of the region. 

 What are the ways that we can protect ourselves from becoming callous and 
God forbid, reprobate in our lives: our way of thinking, and our behavior?   
  

Our concern should be in guarding and protecting ourselves from all evil.  
This involves our vigilance in spiritual preventive care.  We must remain alert by 
avoiding what are mentioned in the church’s prayers of exorcisms: 

1.“the spirit of error” (lies, untruths, distortions, delusion, fraud) 
2.“the spirit of guile” (devious and cunning behavior) 
3.“the spirit of idolatry” (anything that replaces God in one’s life) 
4.“of every uncleanness” (physical, intellectual and emotional) 

 One other aspect in the church’s prayers of exorcisms concerns evil “of 
every concupiscence”:  In its broadest definition, concupiscence is any yearning of 
the soul for good.  In its strict and specific meaning that pertains to the prayers of 
deliverance, concupiscence is a desire of one’s lower appetite contrary to reason.  
The object of the “appetite” is the gratification of the senses; whereas, the object 



of the concupiscence with regards to good aspirations pertains to the entire human 
nature and consists in the subordination of reason to God, its supreme good and 
ultimate end.  

On the other hand the lower appetite is of itself unrestrained, so as to 
pursue sensuous gratifications independently of the understanding and without 
regard to the good of the higher faculties.  Hence desires contrary to the real good 
and order of reason may, and often do, rise in it, previous to the attention of the 
mind, and once raised, dispose the bodily organs to the pursuit and solicit the will 
to consent, while they more or less hinder reason from considering their 
lawfulness or unlawfulness.  This is concupiscence in its strict and specific sense 
[definition from: A Dictionary of Greek Orthodoxy]. 

On the contrary: truth, honesty, good company, a clean and spiritually 
edifying environment atmosphere, being mindful and reminded of God’s presence 
and positive reinforcement is the antidote to what is mentioned above and is the 
means of preventive spiritual care from harmful and averse behavior. 

Prayer 
O Master, Lord the Father of compassions and the God of all comfort, bless, 
sanctify, guard, strengthen, fortify, Thy servants from the Evil One and keep us 
vigilant in good works.  Guide our President, all civil authorities, our armed forces 
and the leaders of all peace loving nations; protecting this nation, and every 
sovereign nation from all foreign invasions, and treasonous acts, granting us all 
peaceful times that we in their tranquility may lead a calm and peaceful life in all 
godliness and sanctity; for blessed is Thy Name and glorified is Thy Kingdom: of 
the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit; now and ever and unto ages of 
ages.  A-men.  



St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church 
of the San Fernando Valley 

16643 Vanowen Street, Van Nuys, California 91406-4622 

V. Rev. Timothy Baclig, Pastor                                                                                                              Church Telephone: 818/994-2313 
pastor@stmichaelvannuys.org                                                                              www.stmichaelvannuys.org 

Dear Fellow Parishioners;

I  will  be  traveling,  Sunday  night,  to  attend  the  Biennial  Archdiocese 
Convention  that  will  take  place  in  the  city  of  Grand Rapids,  Michigan  (July 
21-28).  This gathering of our bishops, clergy, Archdiocesan Board members and 
Department Chairs,  together with lay representatives from our parishes takes 
place every other year in order to review and discuss the work of our Church in 
North America.   Times are rapidly changing, even from the days that our St. 
Michael  parish  community  hosted  the  2009  Archdiocese  Convention  in  Palm 
Dessert.  However while our work, the labor of love by thousands of volunteers 
and  paid  professionals  continues  to  be  the  same,  we  are  faced  with  greater 
challenges in bringing focus to the importance to the preserving our values and 
maintaining the practices of our Holy Orthodox Christian Tradition.

Sayidna JOSEPH has placed a priority upon making good use of our time 
at  Conferences  and  Conventions  to  provide  opportunities  for  educating  our 
clergy and laity.  His Eminence has called upon Faithtree Resources to be a major 
contributor to this year’s Convention by providing an all-day workshop to the 
clergy of  our Archdiocese on the subject  of  “team-building in the parish” on 
Wednesday, July 24.  Our speakers will include: the V. Rev. Paul O’Callaghan, 
Dean of St. George Cathedral (Wichita, Kansas); Dr. Philip Mamalakis, Assistant 
Professor of Pastoral Care at Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology; 
Paul Karos,  Past President of Piper Jaffray’s Investment Banking and Equities 
Division  and Founder  of  Matrona  Ministries;  Cindy Karos,  Vice-Chair  of  the 
Midwest Diocese Diocesan Council and former Midwest Region Youth Director; 
Tatiana  Hoff,  Specialist  in  Organizational  Development  and  Internal 
Communications with tenure at Deloitte and PepsiCo; the V. Rev. Luke Veronis, 
Senior  Pastor  of  Ss.  Constantine  &  Helen  Greek  Orthodox  Church  (Webster, 
Mass.); Stacy Mason, Director of Operations for International Orthodox Christian 



Charities (IOCC); and yours truly.  Our workshop theme: “It Takes More Than 
One: Building a Thriving Ministry Team” is designed in a variety of formats to 
engage  pastors  in  exploring  ways  to  overcome  stagnation,  “burn-out”  and 
complacency.  We are part of a Church that is deeply rooted in history that has 
experienced centuries of cross-cultural experience in proclaiming the good news 
of the Gospel message.  Hence, the role of Orthodoxy is vitally important to the 
relevance of  Christianity in our day.   This is  because our Orthodox Christian 
perspective  provides  a  different  approach  to  finding  solutions  to  the  many 
passions of our time that have not only wrought dysfunction in relationships, but 
have distorted what we know to be true.  It is also very fitting that this year’s 
Convention theme is: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” 

Michelle  Moujaes,  the  Executive  Director  and  Co-Founder  of  Faithtree 
Resources who has managed and coordinated preparations for our workshop for 
the past fourteen months and will serve as the workshop moderator, will also be 
the Keynote Speaker at the Convention Dinner of the Order of St.  Ignatius of 
Antioch on Tuesday evening, July 23rd.  We ask for your prayers that God may 
bless our efforts.  May He  grant our time together in Grand Rapids to be fruitful 
and edifying for the future mission of our Church and the good work of this 
Archdiocese.

In Christ,

V. Rev Timothy Baclig,                                                               
Pastor

______________________________________________________________________________________

Six Month Parish Financial Statement 
Our Parish Constitution requires the publishing of a six-month Financial 
Statement.  Our members will receive this information as a hard copy only.  
Should you have any questions, please speak with our Church Treasurer:  
Kris Thabit, or contact him at: <kthabit66@hotmail.com> 



EOTHINON  5       TONE 4 
         اللحن  4                                                                 االیوثینا5      

    The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
 and The Fifth Sunday of Matthew 

Righteous Fathers John of Edessa in Mesopotamia and Simeon of Homs (Emesa), 
the Fool-for-Christ; Parthenios, bishop of Radovizlios;  

Martyr Victor of Marseilles 

طروباریة القیامة على اللحن الرابع 
إن تلمیذاِت الرِب تعلمن من المالِك الكرَز بالقیامِة البھج, وطرحن القضاَء الجدي, 

وخاطبن الرسَل مفتخراٍت وقائالٍت: ُسبي الموُت وقام المسیُح اإللھُ, مانحاً العالَم 
الرحمةَ  

العظمى. 
طروباریة رؤساء المالئكة باللحن الرابع 

أّیـھا الـمتقّدمـوَن عـلى األجـناد الـسماویـین، نـتوّسـلُ إلـیكم نـحن غـیَر المسـتحّقین، حـّتى أَّنـكم 
بـطلباِتـكم تـكتنوفـونـنا بـظلِّ أجـنحِة مجـِدكـم غـیِر الھـیولـي، حـافـظیَن إّیـانـا نـحُن الـجاثـین 
َوالصارخیَن بغیِر فتور، أنقذونا مَن الشدائد، بما أّنكم رؤساُء مراتِب القّواِت العلویة. 

قنداق السیدة على اللحن الثاني 
 یا شفیعة  المسیحیین غیر المخذولة, المتوسطة لدى الخالق غیر المردودة, ال تعرضي
 عن أصوات طلباتنا نحن الخطأة, بل تداركینا بالمعونة بما أنك صالحة نحن الصارخین
 إلیك بإیمان: بادري إلى الشفاعة وأسرعي في الطلبة, یا والدة اإللھ المتشفعة دائماً في

  .مكرمیك

الرسالة 
 .ما أعظم أعمالك یا رب, لقد صنعَت جمیَعھا بالحكمة. باركي الرّب یا نفسي

فصٌل من رسالِة القدیِس بولس الرسوِل إلى أھِل رومیة 
 یا إخوةُ, إن منیةَ قلبي ودعائي للھ ھما من أجِل خالِصھم. فإني أشھُد لھم أن فیھم
 غیرةً للھ, لكنھا على غیِر معرفٍة صحیحٍة, ألنھم جھلوا بّر اللھ, وسعوا إلى إقامِة



 بّرھم, فلم یخضعوا لبّر اللھ. فغایةَ الشریعِة ھي المسیح الذي بھ ینال البّر كّل مؤمن.
 وكتب موسى كیف یناُل اإلنساُن البّر بالشریعة فقال: "كّل من یعمُل بأحكاِم الشریعِة
 یحیا بھا." وأما البّر اآلتي من اإلیماِن فقیل فیھ: "ال تقْل في قلبِك: من یصعُد إلى

 السماء؟ أي لیجعَل المسیَح ینزل إلینا.( أو من یھبطُ إلى الھاویة؟ ) أي لیجعَل المسیَح
 یصعُد من بین األموات. ماذا یُقال إذاً؟ "الكلمةُ قریبةٌ منك, في لسانِك وفي قلبِك",

 وھذا الكالُم ھو كالُم اإلیماِن الذي نبّشُر بھ. فإذا شھدَت بلسانِك أّن یسوَع رٌب,
 وآمنَت بقلبِك أّن اللھَ أقامھ من بین األموات, نلَت الخالص. إّن اإلیماَن بالقلِب یقوُد

 .إلى البِّر, والشھادة باللساِن تقود إلى الخالص

اإلنجیل 
فصٌل شریٌف من بشارِة القدیِس متى 

في ذلك الزمان, لماء جاء یسوع إلى أرض الجرجسیین, أستقبلھ رجالن خرجا من 
المقابر, وفیھما شیاطین. وكانا شرسین جدا, حتى ال یقدر أحد أن یمّر من تلك الطریق. 

فأخذا یصیحان:"ما لنا ولك, یا یسوع ابن اللھ؟ أجئت إلى ھنا لتعذبنا قبل األوان؟" وكان 
یرعى بعیدا من ھناك قطیع كبیر من الخنازیر, فتضرع الشیاطین إلى یسوع بقولھم:"إن 
طردتنا فأرسلنا إلى قطیع الخنازیر." فقال لھم: "اذھبوا!" فخرجوا ودخلوا في الخنازیر, 

فوثب القطیع كلھ من المنحدر إلى البحر وھلك في الماء. فھرب الرعاة إلى المدینة 
وأخبروا بما حدث وبما جرى للرجلین اللذین كان فیھما شیاطین. فخرج أھل المدینة كلھم 

إلى یسوع. ولما رأوه طلبوا إلیھ أن یرحل عن دیارھم. فركب القارب وعبر البحیرة 
وجاء إلى مدینتھ. 

مالحظة بخصوص تناول القربان المقدس 
 إن مفھومنا لتناول القربان یعنى عمومیة المشاركة فیھ لذوى العقیدة الواحدة، اال إن المشاركة في سر
 القربان المقدس ھنا مقتصر فقط على أعضاء الكنائس االرثوذكسیة والذین یحضرون أنفسھم بالصالة
 والصوم واالعتراف منذ فترة قریبة (وعلى كل حال، فإننا ندعو الجمیع للمشاركة فى الخبز المقدس الذى
 یوزع عند إنتھاء مراسیم القداس.) رجاء مراجعة الكاھن .إذا رغبت أن تصبح عضوا .فى الكنیسة

 االرثوذكسیة
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