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The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
and the Thirteenth Sunday of Matthew
Martyrs Adrian and Natalie of Nicomedia

Venerable Joseph, Prince of India; Venerable Adrian of Ondrutsov

Sunday, August 26, 2018

Tone 4; Eothinon 2

Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Tone 4)
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the
women disciples of the Lord cast from them their parental condemnation.
And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying, Death hath been
spoiled; Christ God is risen, granting the world Great Mercy.

Apolytikion for Ss. Adrian and Natalie (Tone 3)
Thou didst deem that Faith which hath salvation to be riches never lost
or plundered. Thou forsookest thy fathers’ impiety, and thou didst follow
thy Master, becoming rich in His divine gifts, O glorious Adrian. With the
godly-minded Natalie, who emboldened thee, entreat Christ God, O
Martyr, that our souls be saved.

Apolytikion for our Patron, Michael the Archangel (Tone 2)
O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts, we beseech thee, though we are
unworthy, pray that we may be encompassed with a shadow of thine
unearthly glory; preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly: Deliver us
from oppression since ye are the prince of the highest powers.

Kontakion for the Nativity of the Theotokos (Tone 4)
[in anticipation of the Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos on September 8]

By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from
the reproach of barrenness; and Adam and Eve were delivered from the
corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having been saved from
the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the
Theotokos, who nourisheth our life.

Daily Readings
THE EPISTLE (for the Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost)

O Lord, how marvelous are Thy works. In wisdom hast Thou made them all.
Bless the Lord, O my soul!

The Reading from the First Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians
(16:13-24)
Brethren, be watchful, stand firm in your faith, be courageous, and
be strong. Let all that you do be done in love. Now, brethren, you know
that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and
they have devoted themselves to the service of the saints; I urge you to be
subject to such men and to every fellow worker and laborer. I rejoice at
the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they
have made up for your absence; for they refreshed my spirit as well as
yours. Give recognition to such men. The churches of Asia send
greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their house,
send you hearty greetings in the Lord. All the brethren send greetings.
Greet one another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write this greeting with my
own hand. If anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed. Our
Lord, come! The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with you
all in Christ Jesus. Amen.

THE GOSPEL (for the Thirteenth Sunday of Matthew)
The Reading of the Holy Gospel is according to St. Matthew
(21:33-42)
The Lord spoke this parable: “There was a householder who
planted a vineyard, and set a hedge around it, and dug a wine press in it,
and built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and went into another
country. When the season of fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the
tenants, to get his fruit; and the tenants took his servants and beat one,
killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, more
than the first; and they did the same to them. Afterward he sent his son
to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw
the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him
and have his inheritance.’ And they took him and cast him out of the
vineyard, and killed him. When therefore the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to him, “He will put
those wretches to a miserable death, and let out the vineyard to other

tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said to
them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: ‘The very stone which the
builders rejected has become the head of the corner; this was the Lord’s
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes?’”

The Synaxarion
On August 26 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate the
holy Martyrs Adrian and Natalie, who were husband and wife.
Verses
The hands of evil men, whose feet run to murder,
the hands and feet of Adrian now do sever.
In life, Natalie was Adrian’s yoke-fellow, and in Heaven,
she is his fellow-dweller.
On the twenty-sixth Adrian’s hands and feet were severed.
Adrian was the head of the Praetorium and a pagan, and Natalie was
secretly a Christian. Both were young and lived together in marriage for
only thirteen months until martyrdom. When the nefarious Emperor
Maximian visited Nicomedia, he ordered that Christians be seized and
tortured. In a cave near the city, 23 Christians were hidden. Someone
reported them to the authorities and they were cruelly flogged with oxen
whips and rods and then cast into prison. Adrian observed these people,
tortured but patient. He asked them what they expected from God for so
many tortures endured. They spoke to him concerning the blessedness of
the righteous in the Kingdom of God. Hearing this and, again observing
these people, Adrian, at once, turned to the scribe and said to him:
“Write down my name with these saints; I also am a Christian.” Learning
of this, Natalie greatly rejoiced and when Adrian, with the others, sat
chained in prison, she came and administered to all of them. When they
flogged and tortured her husband, Natalie encouraged him to endure to
the end. After lengthy tortures and imprisonment, Adrian, with the 23
honorable men, gave up the spirit in martyrdom. A few days later, Adrian
appeared to Natalie in light and beauty and called her to come to God,
and she peacefully gave up her spirit.
On this day, we also commemorate the Venerable Joasaph, prince
of India; and Venerable Adrian of Ondrutsov. By the intercessions of Thy
Saints, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

A Note Regarding Holy Communion
Since we understand Communion to mean that we have all things in common, sharing an identical
Faith, only those who are members of the Orthodox Church and who have prepared themselves through
prayer, fasting and recent Confession may participate in Holy Communion. (We invite all, however, to
partake of the blessed bread which is distributed at the dismissal.) Please see the Pastor for inquiries on
how to become a member.

OFFERINGS
Holy Bread is being offered by Mushir & Abeer Khleif and family in loving
memory of their departed loved ones: Yagoub Khleif, Yusra Rabadi,
Kamal Khleif, and Salman Khleif. Memory eternal.
Holy Bread is also being offered by the Deeb family for the sixteenth year
memorial and in loving memory of our Sitto Rose Deeb (+31 August,
2002). Memory Eternal. Prayers are also offered by the Deeb family for
the success of the upcoming surgery of Uncle Emile Skaff, and for the
continued health of Aunt Alice and Uncle Carl Andrews.
An offering of Holy Bread is also being made by the Richard & Cindy
Tamoush celebrating their 30th wedding anniversary, and for the good
health and happiness of their children: Tyler, Amy, Ryan and Samantha;
the Kaady and Tamoush families. May God grant them many years!
Holy Bread is also being offered by Alice & Carl Andrews with prayer for
their granddaughter, Shannon rose Sullivan, celebrating her birthday
(September 1st). May God grant her many years!
The Coffee Hour is being hosted by Richard & Cindy Tamoush
celebrating their thirtieth (30th) wedding anniversary (August 27). May
Go grant them many years!
Special offerings and requests for prayer are being made . . .
for the speedy recovery of Art Danks.
on the one-year memorial of the cousin of Beverly Ansara,
Dr. Sakae Kawata (+26 August, 2017). Memory eternal.
by Father Timothy for his great, great nephew, the child: Ale’a Respicio.
for the speedy recovery of Richard Khoury.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR
[Note: Wednesdays and Fridays are observed as days of fasting
in the Orthodox Church.]

Beginning of the Ecclesiastical New Year - September 1st
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
The Fourteenth Sunday of Matthew
Saturday, September 1st, Great Vespers, 5 p.m.
Sunday, September 2nd, Orthros, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m.
[Labor Day – Monday, September 4th (U.S.A.)]
Feast of the Nativity of the Holy Theotokos - Saturday, September 8
Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the Nativity of the Theotokos
Friday, September 7, 6:30 p.m.
The Sunday before the Elevation of the Holy Cross
The Commemoration of Ss. Joachim and Anna

Saturday, September 8th, Great Vespers 5 p.m.
Sunday, September 9th, Orthros, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m.
Vesperal Divine Liturgy for the Exaltation of the Holy Cross
Thursday, September 13, 6:30 p.m.
Feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross - September 14
[a day of strict fasting]

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Attention Parents, Grandparents and Godparents:
Sunday, September 2, and 9, 2018 are the days of Church School
Registration.
Sunday, September 9 is our Church School Awards
Presentation. Sunday, September 16, is the first day of Church School
classes when our children will also participate in the Procession of the Holy
Cross. Please contact our Church School Superintendent, Anna Farha
Crowe for more information: <afarha@stmichaelvannuys.org>.

Parish Council Nominations
On Sunday, November 18, 2018 we will be holding a brief Special Meeting
of the Voting Membership solely for the purpose of receiving and
accepting nominations for Parish Council members to be elected for
there (3), three-year terms (January, 2019 to December, 2021). At this
meeting the Nominations Committee will present their report and
additional nominations will be open from the floor. It is important that
persons being considered be able to fulfill the commitment to serve.
Therefore it is necessary that all nominees first be personally asked if they
would accept nomination, and second be approved by the Pastor as
someone who is qualified. The Parish Constitution prescribes that all
nominees must be at least twenty-five years of age or older, have been a
pledging members of the parish for at least one year and have fulfilled
the canonical requirements of the Faith [Article VI, Sec. 2]. The nominees
must also be committed in attending monthly Parish Council meetings
held on the third (3rd) Sunday of each month. We sincerely thank Eric
Nelson [ending his seventh consecutive year; able to be appointed for a
one-year term]; Richard Ajalat [electable; appointed to complete the first
(1st) term of the late, Caren Deeb Kouri]; and Richard Tamoush
[completing his first (1st) term; re-electable]. Our three (3) one-year
appointed members whose terms are expiring are: David Alexander [first
year appointed], Amy Castillo [second year appointed], and Regan Hines
[first year appointed]. The Parish Council election will be held on two (2)
consecutive Sundays: November 25 and December 2. Council members
whose terms are unexpired are: Joe Ayoub, Carrie Sadd Khoury, Connie
Abdun-Nur Barilla, Adam Lamar, Michael Mitchell, and Deacon Andrew
Monsue.
Charmaine Darmour is also completing her eighth (8th)
consecutive year as President of the Antiochian Women.

Capital Funds Campaign Committee Meeting, today (Classroom 6)
2019 Church Offering Envelope Order - due September 23
To continue or begin using our church offering envelopes please notify our
Comptroller: Mary Ann Coury at <maryanncoury@aol.com>

You are invited to join us for our annual

Church School Awards Presentation Coffee Hour
Sunday, September 9, 2018 after Liturgy
We will be honoring our children’s achievements, efforts,
participants and winners of this year’s Creative Festivals
[a free-will offering will be received for our curriculum]
Parents: please contact Richard Ajalat to help:
rajalat@stmichaelvannuys.org

Upcoming Events (see the foyer bulletin board for more information)
Capital Funds Campaign Committee Meeting - today
Fourth Annual Pan-Orthodox Music Festival of Greater Los Angeles
Saturday, August 25, 2018; St. Steven’s Cathedral (1621 W. Garvey Ave.,
Alhambra, CA 91803), 3 p.m., Free Admission
Father Timothy on vacation: August 21-23; August 28 to September 6
Church School Registration - September 2, 9, 2018
Church School Awards Presentation Coffee Hour - September 9, 2018
Start of Church School Classes - September 16, 2018
(21-40 year old) Young Adult “Wine Tasting,” Friday, September 21, 2018
at the home of Richard Ajalat - <rajalat@stmichaelvannuys.org
St. Mark (Irvine) Annual Fundraiser - Saturday, September 22
“Dueling Pianos Dinner and Show” San Juan Golf Club (32120 San Juan
Creek Rd.; San Juan, Capistrano; buffet dinner 6 p.m.,
show 8 p.m.; $60/person by Sept. 9, $70 after Sept. 9

Emergency Preparedness Presentation by Deacon Andrew,
Sunday, September 23 Coffee Hour
October is “Youth Month”
Fall Gathering - hosted by St. Peter the Apostle Church (Pomona)
Friday-Saturday, October 12-13, 2018
St. Michael Feast Day Luncheon - Sunday, November 11, 2018
St. Michael Church School Christmas Program Rehearsal and Program
Saturday-Sunday, December 8-9, 2018
St. Michael Church 50th Anniversary Celebration with His Eminence,
Metropolitan JOSEPH - Saturday and Sunday, January 26-27, 2019
Note to Coffee Hour hosts: coffee and paper goods will be provided each week.
Holy Bread Offering List
Coffee Hour Hosts Calendar
Sep 02 - open
Sep 02 - open
Sep 08 - open (Nativity of the Theotokos)
Sep 09 - the Bitar family
Sep 09 - Church School Awards Luncheon
Sep 16 - open
Sep 16 - open
Sep 23 - open
Sep 23 - The Murr family
Sep 30 - open
Sep 30 - open
Please contact Fr. Timothy (818/219-3761; pastor@stmichaelvannuys.org) to sign-up to offer Holy Bread for
open upcoming Sundays and Cindy Tamoush at: (818-345-4363; famtam5@socal.rr.com)
to sign-up for the Coffee Hour.

Notice:
Father Timothy will be on vacation beginning this Tuesday, August 28
through Thursday, September 6. In the event of an emergency he may
still be reached at 818-219-3761via text, or by e-mail at:
<pastor@stmichaelvanuys.org>.
For all other matters please contact
Richard Ajalat, Pastoral Assistant, at: <rajalat@stmichaelvannuys.org> or
818-800-2418. Please inform Father Timothy of all Sunday bulletin offerings
for next Sunday, September 2nd today. Next Sunday’s bulletin is being
printed tomorrow, August 27. Father Minas Sarchizian will be substituting
for Father Timothy next weekend.

Senior Ride Option
GOGO Grandparent is a safe and affordable transportation service for
seniors needing a ride to and from any location. The company also
provides assistance with seniors using walkers and wheelchairs. For more
information go to: <gogograndparent.com> or phone: 855-464-6872.

Young Adult Fellowship “Wine Tasting”
Any young adult (21-40) are welcome to attend a gathering at the home
of Richard Ajalat [616 Groveview Lane; La Canada; CA 91011;
818-800-2418] on Friday, September 21, 2018.
For more information
contact Richard, also via his e-mail <rajalat@stmichaelvannuys.org>.

“O Lord, I Have Loved the Beauty of Thy House” (LXX Psalm 25:7)
Part Four
The following article is the third of a series of writings by His Grace, Bishop BASIL that
helps us to understand how the relationship between the art, architecture and music of
the Orthodox Church communicates the presence of the Kingdom of God in this world.
The are, I believe, two reasons why many Orthodox churches in America
incorporate stained glass windows into their design. The first is an inevitable
result of living in a religiously pluralistic society. We see beautiful stained glass
windows in Roman Catholic and Protestant churches and the natural inclination
is to want to incorporate them (or at least an “Orthodox version”) into an
Orthodox church. The fact that stained glass windows are not part of the
Orthodox iconographic Tradition is not taken into consideration. The second
reason, I believe, is an ignorance on the part of architects in understanding the
design intention of an Orthodox church (which is to be an image of the
Kingdom) and how to achieve this design intention through architectural forms.
One can find in almost any city in this country (or Canada) examples of
Orthodox churches which cannot be distinguished from church buildings of
“other” denominations (apart from the existence) of a three barred cross or an
onion dome). Many of these “generic” church buildings incorporate stained
glass windows - the purpose of which is to “decorate” an otherwise inferior
design (in the same way that onion domes are often used to make an inferior

design “Orthodox”). The result has oftentimes been a church building with
beautiful, or not so beautiful, stained glass windows which call attention to
themselves as “art for art’s sake” and do little or nothing to contribute to the
overall sense of the structure being an image of the Kingdom. When a church
building is being designed it must be understood that all the “parts” (which may
or may not include stained glass windows) should work together as a whole to
communicate the design intention. Stained glass should be incorporated only
with discretion - in the context of the whole architectural design and
iconographic plan. If the decision to have stained glass windows is made, care
must be taken so that the stained glass does not hinder the window’s primary
luminous function. It is for this reason that light colored glass (with only one or
a few complimentary shades of color), rather than dark colored glass should be
used. Having to use artificial lighting during daytime liturgical services, because
of the stained glass does not allow enough natural light, is an obvious design
flaw. It can also be noted that stained glass in general, works better with mosaic
then fresco because the mosaic stone is polished and is a better reflector of light.
The interrelationship between iconography (in terms of style, color and
placement) and the stained glass (in terms of style, color and placement, and the
quality, intensity, and color of the refracted light) must also be considered. It
must be made clear, however, that stained glass is not “necessarily” for Orthodox
churches to the an image of the Kingdom - thousands of Orthodox churches over
the past centuries have manifested this reality without it! Stained glass “icons,” I
believe, will never come to be universally accepted as icons (in the sense of
wooden icons, frescoes and mosaics) because they cannot serve as a worship
function 24 hours a day. Stained glass “icons” are not illumined at night — the
place that was an “icon” in the daytime becomes a black “hole in the wall” at
night. We also cannot light a candle in front of a stained glass “icon” (as we can
to illumine traditional icons) because the light will pass through to the outside —
and viewed from the outside, the image is backwards! There is no question that
stained glass can be beautiful in and of itself — but there is no “art for art’s sake”
in the Orthodox liturgical arts — Orthodox Christian “art” is not an end in itself;
it is there for a reason: to help the us move forward toward our salvation in Jesus
Christ. [end of Part IV]

PASTORAL SERMON
The Thirteenth Sunday of Matthew
By V. Rev. Timothy Baclig
August 26, 2018
The full context of today’s Gospel lesson is in a section of St. Matthew’s
gospel (of chapter 21) and is the third in a sequence of parables which our Lord taught
prior to this final entrance into Jerusalem when He confronted the religious leaders
concerning their hypocrisy, and false guidance in misleading the people. He
compares them to the fruitless fig tree. Then He illustrates their unfruitfulness in the
Parable of the Two Sons. They, like the son who promised to work in his father’s
vineyard, failed to do their Father’s will. Finally He tells them the Parable of the
Tenants bringing His indictment of them to a climax, so that they might realize their
great distortion of God’s plan. And in the words of St. John Chrysostom: “that [the
Lord] might show their judgment to be greater and highly unpardonable” (Matthew;
Homily 68). Any Jew in Jesus’ day would’ve clearly understood what he meant.
The parable begins: There was a householder who planted a vineyard, and set
a hedge around it and dug a winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to
tenants, and went into another country. God had chosen the Hebrew people and made
a covenant with them. He cared for them, provided for them, and gave them victory
over their enemies. In the parable the nation was God’s vineyard, and in it everything
necessary was given them; they had a land; its boundaries were set; laws and
institutions were divinely provided. According to St. Ambrose: these details are to be
understood as symbols: the hedge is the shield of divine power; the winepress is the
scene of spiritual effort to bring about the fruit of good works; the tower is the beacon
or shelter of the Law, designed to guide them to righteousness (Treatise on the Gospel
of Luke; Book 9, 24).
Kings and priests were the stewards (managers) of God’s vineyards and their
responsibility was the lead the people to spiritual fruitfulness and fidelity to their
covenant and fidelity to their covenant with God. They owed Him loyalty and
obedience. The householder’s (landlord’s) departure for another country signifies:
first, God’s trust in them and second, His patience with their failures. He gave them
adequate time to develop what He had entrusted to them, even when they had failed

over and over again. But they still had time to return to obeying Him and to show
fruits of godliness.
(verse 34) So…when the season of fruit (time of harvest) drew near, he sent his
servants to the tenants, to get his fruit; and the tenants took his servants and beat one,
killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other servants more than the first:
and they did the same to them.
The Book of Kings (divided into two books in the Protestant Bible) is divided
into four books of the “Four Kingdoms” of the Old Covenant period. It contains
many accounts of the persecution and the murder of the prophets (I Kings 18:4;
19:10; 22:24-27). God had sent his prophets to proclaim His will to the Hebrews, to
call them back from their sinfulness and their idolatry, and to exhort them to keep
their covenant with Him, an agreement that they had frequently broken.
In the parable: the landowner repeatedly sends servants to his vineyard and
they are killed. It is a reminder of the shameful events in the history of God’s people
as recorded in the Old Testament. Any Jew hearing our Lord’s parable in the first
century would have clearly understood what He meant.
Finally, in the parable we hear the landowner sends his own son and says,
“They will respect my son.” And here the lesson goes much further. It was obvious
to all who heard the parable that Jesus was not only referring to Israel’s rejecting and
slaying the prophets but also to Himself as the Son who had come to demand an
accounting of the tenants, who were the chief priests and elders. He was predicting
His own slaying at the demand of the religious leaders of His day.
We hear in verse 39 …And they took Him and cast him out of the vineyard, and
killed him. (The tenant’s casting the son out of the vineyard further reminds us that
Christ was taken outside the city of Jerusalem to be crucified.)
The image of a vineyard is frequently used in the Old Testament, and
represents the people of God. So great was the Lord’s care for His vineyard, the
house of Israel that He sent His own son to reclaim what was His. His patience was
still not exhausted, even though they had rejected His messengers – the prophets.
Perhaps the tenants thought that the Master would never come again to call them to

account for mishandling his vineyard. Maybe the kings and chief priests did not
understand the message of the prophets. In any case, they paid no attention to the
message. They had taken possession of God’s vineyard and behaved as if there were
no Master to whom they must be accountable.
But even before this parable was used by our Lord, the Holy Prophet Isaiah (8
c. BC) had foretold this very parable, in his reprimand of Israel for its perverse
conduct in chapter five, verses four to seven:
What more could have been done to my vineyard that have I done
for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad?
Now I will tell you what I am going to do to my vineyard: I will
take away its hedge, and it will be destroyed; I will break down its
wall, and it will be trampled. I will make it a wasteland, neither
pruned nor cultivated, and briers and thorns will grow there.
I will command the clouds not to rain on it. For the vineyard of the
Lord Almighty is the house of Israel . . . And He looked for justice,
but saw bloodshed; for righteousness, but heard cries of distress.
But was the lesson of the parable intended only for the Jews? Certainly not!
The parable is a clear reminder to us Christians that we have a covenant to keep: we
are given a “sacred trust;” we are God’s stewards, His “tenants,” and that our
disobedience and disloyalty will fall under the same condemnation. Prophets no
longer come to proclaim God’s will and to pass judgment on the people entrusted with
the vineyard. The last and greatest Prophet has come and revealed God and His will
for mankind. He is the Son of God, the true Heir, and we are the children of God: and
if children, then heir, heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ (Romans 8:16-17).
Paying attention to God’s warnings in our life is something that you and I can
easily overlook. It is not difficult for us to call upon God when we find ourselves in
predicaments, or to earnestly pray for what we need or desire. However, when God
wants to get through to us – how readily are we willing to listen? How frequently are
we available? How willing are we to make sacrifices or to change our course or
direction? Is having God there to serve our purposes really what matters to us? Is
there any thought to what God might expect of us?

In reflecting upon today’s parable I am reminded how that many of my own
frustrations can be the result of my own stubbornness and self-centered pride. Being
selfish can easily turn to a callousness that makes ourselves accountable to no one
else but us, not even God. It is easy to acknowledge that God knows what is best for
us and to be thankful for His goodness. However, it is not very difficult to isolate
God from having much to say about what we would want for ourselves, our personal
choices, forgetting that our Lord is the Landowner and we are His tenants; His
stewards.
And for those of us who like to consider ourselves religious: be careful!
Spiritual pride is also a sin and can get the best of us. How often have you or I
thought that we can handle bigger or heavier crosses? Then there is the reality of how
big or how heavy that cross is. Sometimes it crushes us, but the wonderful thing is:
God is there to help us to learn and grow from our own ignorance.
Very shortly we will be commemorating the Feast of The Elevation of the
Holy Cross. It will be another reminder to us that God’s great love and abundant
mercy is what sustains us. Also, that our life, if it is to be a life of love is never
without commitments and self-sacrifices, personal choices and crosses.
Prayer
O Lord Jesus Christ our God, who is the fulfillment of the Law and the
Prophets, and has called us to tend your vineyard, which you have established with
your right hand, we Thy sinful servants ask for your guidance and help as we
endeavor to be your good stewards as we labor to do your will. Extend your hand
from heaven and bless us all as we earnestly prepare for the Feast of your coming. As
we are ever mindful of your supreme sacrifice and are called to your service, grant us
courage in obedience that we may truly be the inheritors and heirs of your Kingdom.
Keep us ever in your watchful care and protect us from the Evil One, for blessed art
Thou unto ages of ages. A-men.

EOTHINON 2
اﻻﯾﻮﺛﯿﻨﺎ 2

TONE 4
اﻟﻠﺤﻦ 4

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Thirteenth Sunday of Matthew
Martyrs Adrian and Natalie of Nicomedia
The Venerable Joasaph, Prince of India; Venerable Adrian of Ondrutsov

طﺮوﺑﺎرﯾﺔ اﻟﻘﯿﺎﻣﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻠﺤﻦ اﻟﺮاﺑﻊ
اﻟﻤﻼك اﻟﻜﺮ َز ﺑﺎﻟﻘﯿﺎﻣ ِﺔ اﻟﺒﮭﺞ ,وطﺮﺣﻦ اﻟﻘﻀﺎ َء اﻟﺠﺪي ,وﺧﺎطﺒﻦ
ب ﺗﻌﻠﻤﻦ ﻣﻦ
ِ
ت اﻟﺮ ِ
إن ﺗﻠﻤﯿﺬا ِ
اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ اﻹﻟﮫُ ,ﻣﺎﻧﺤﺎ ً اﻟﻌﺎﻟ َﻢ اﻟﺮﺣﻤﺔَ اﻟﻌﻈﻤﻰ
ﺳﺒﻲ اﻟﻤﻮتُ وﻗﺎم
ُ
تُ :
ت وﻗﺎﺋﻼ ٍ
اﻟﺮﺳ َﻞ ﻣﻔﺘﺨﺮا ٍ
َل َق ْد َح ِ
ث ِ
خ ِ
ت اإليما َن ال َ
ت ال ُكفْ َر األَبَ ِو َّي،
ب ،أيُّها املُث َ َّل ُ
سبْ َ
الغبْطَة .فَ َه َج ْر َ
الصيَّ َكنْزا ً ال يُ ْ
س َل ُ
ت بامل َ ِ
واه ِ
ريانوس املَجيد .فَا ْبت َ ِه ْل إلى املَسيحِ
ب اإل َل ِه َّية ،يا أ َ ْد
الس ِّيد ،وا ْغتَن َ ْي َ
وتَتَبَّ ْع َ
آثار َّ
ُ
ت َ
ِ
الص نُ ِ
خ ِ
.اإلله في َ
فوسنا
طروﺑﺎرﯾﺔ رؤﺳﺎء اﻟﻣﻼﺋﻛﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻠﺣن اﻟراﺑﻊ
َ
ّ
ّ
ّ
ﻏـﯾر اﻟﻣﺳـﺗﺣﻘﯾن ،ﺣـﺗﻰ أﻧـﻛم
ﻧـﺗوﺳـل ُ إﻟـﯾﻛم ﻧـﺣن
أ ّﯾـﮭﺎ اﻟـﻣﺗﻘدّ ﻣـونَ ﻋـﻠﻰ اﻷﺟـﻧﺎد اﻟـﺳﻣﺎوﯾـﯾن،
َ
ّ
ﻏــﯾر اﻟﮭــﯾوﻟــﻲ ،ﺣــﺎﻓــظﯾنَ إ ّﯾــﺎﻧــﺎ ﻧــﺣنُ اﻟــﺟﺎﺛــﯾن
ﺑــطﻠﺑﺎﺗِــﻛم ﺗــﻛﺗﻧوﻓــوﻧــﻧﺎ ﺑــظل ﱢ أﺟــﻧﺣ ِﺔ ﻣﺟــدِﻛــم
ِ
اﻟﻘوا ِ
ﺑﻐﯾر ﻓﺗور ،أﻧﻘذوﻧﺎ ﻣنَ اﻟﺷداﺋد ،ﺑﻣﺎ أ ّﻧﻛم رؤﺳﺎ ُء ﻣراﺗ ِ
ت اﻟﻌﻠوﯾﺔ.
َواﻟﺻﺎرﺧﯾنَ
ب ّ
ِ
ﻗﻨﺪاق ﻣﯿﻼد اﻟﻌﺬراء ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻠﺤﻦ اﻟﺮاﺑﻊ
ُ
اﻟﻌﻘﺮ وآد ُم وﺣﻮاء ﻣﻦ ﻓﺴﺎ ِد اﻟﻤﻮت .ﻓﻠﮫ ﯾُﻌﯿﱢ ُﺪ
ﻋﺎر
ﺑﻤﯿﻼ ِدك
ِ
اﻟﻄﺎھﺮ أطﻠِﻖ ﯾﻮاﻛﯿﻢ وﺣﻨﺔ ﻣﻦ ِ
ِ
ت ھﺎﺗﻔﺎ ً ﻧﺤﻮك :اﻟﻌﺎﻗ ُﺮ ﺗﻠِ ُﺪ واﻟﺪةَ اﻹﻟ ِﮫ اﻟﻤﻐﺬﯾﺔَ ﺣﯿﺎﺗَﻨﺎ
.ﺷﻌﺒُﻚ إذ ﺗﺨﻠﱠ َ
ﺺ ﻣﻦ وﺻﻤ ِﺔ اﻟﺰﻻ ِ

اﻟﺮﺳﺎﻟﺔ
.ﻣﺎ أﻋﻈ َﻢ أﻋﻤﺎﻟَﻚ ﯾﺎ ربّ  ,ﻟﻘﺪ ﺻﻨﻌﺖ ﺟﻤﯿ َﻌﮭﺎ ﺑﺎﻟﺤﻜﻤﺔ ,ﺑﺎرﻛﻲ ﯾﺎ ﻧﻔﺴﻲ اﻟﺮب
.ﻓﺼ ٌﻞ ﻣﻦ رﺳﺎﻟﺔ ﺑﻮﻟﺲ اﻟﺮﺳﻮل اﻻوﻟﻰ اﻟﻰ أھﻞ ﻛﻮرﻧﺜﺲ
ﯾﺎ إﺧﻮة ,ﺗﯿﻘﻈﻮا ,واﺛﺒﺘﻮا ﻓﻲ اﻹﯾﻤﺎن ,ﻛﻮﻧﻮا رﺟﺎﻻ ,ﻛﻮﻧﻮا أﻗﻮﯾﺎء .اﻋﻤﻠﻮا ﻛ ّﻞ ﺷﻲء ﺑﻤﺤﺒﺔ.
أﻧﺘﻢ ﺗﻌﺮﻓﻮن ,أﯾﮭﺎ اﻻﺧﻮة ,أن ﻋﺎﺋﻠﺔ اﺳﺘﻔﺎﻧﺎس ھﻲ ﺑﺎﻛﻮرة ﻣﻦ آﻣﻦ ﺑﺎﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ ﻓﻲ آﺧﺎﺋﯿﺔ.

وأﻧﮭﻢ ﻛﺮﺳﻮا أﻧﻔﺴﮭﻢ ﻟﺨﺪﻣﺔ اﻻﺧﻮة اﻟﻘﺪﯾﺴﯿﻦ .ﻓﺄﻧﺎﺷﺪﻛﻢ ,أن ﺗﺴﻤﻌﻮا ﻟﮭﻢ وﻟﻜﻞ ﻣﻦ ﯾﻌﻤﻞ
وﯾﺨﺪم ﻣﻌﮭﻢ .ﺳﺮّﻧﻲ ﻣﺠﻲء أﺳﺘﻔﺎﻧﺎس وﻓﺮﺗﻮﻧﺎﺗﻮس وأﺧﺎﺋﯿﻜﻮس ,ﻷﻧﮭﻢ ﻗﺎﻣﻮا ﻣﻘﺎﻣﻜﻢ ﻓﻲ
ﻏﯿﺎﺑﻜﻢ .وأﻧﻌﺸﻮا ﻗﻠﺒﻲ ﻣﺜﻠﻤﺎ أﻧﻌﺸﻮا ﻗﻠﻮﺑﻜﻢ .ﻓﺎﻋﺮﻓﻮا ﻛﯿﻒ ﺗﻜﺮﻣﻮن أﻣﺜﺎﻟﮭﻢ .ﺗﺴﻠﻢ ﻋﻠﯿﻜﻢ
ﻛﻨﺎﺋﺲ آﺳﯿﺔ ,وﯾﺴﻠﻢ ﻋﻠﯿﻜﻢ ﻛﺜﯿﺮا أﻛﯿﻼ وﺑﺮﯾﺴﻜﻼ واﻟﻜﻨﯿﺴﺔ اﻟﺘﻲ ﻓﻲ دارھﻤﺎ .وﯾﺴﻠﻢ ﻋﻠﯿﻜﻢ
اﻻﺧﻮة ﻛﻠﮭﻢ .ﺳﻠﻤﻮا ﺑﻌﻀﻜﻢ ﻋﻠﻰ ﺑﻌﺾ ﺑﻘﺒﻠﺔ ﻣﻘﺪﺳﺔ .ھﺬا اﻟﺴﻼم ﺑﺨﻂ ﯾﺪي أﻧﺎ ﺑﻮﻟﺲ .ﻣﻦ
ﻻ ﯾﺤﺐ اﻟﺮب ﯾﺴﻮع اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ ھﻮ ﺗﺤﺖ اﻟﻠﻌﻨﺔ! "ﻣﺎران أﺛﺎ" اﻟﺮب أﺗﻰ .ﻋﻠﯿﻜﻢ ﺟﻤﯿﻌﺎ ﻧﻌﻤﺔ
.اﻟﺮب ﯾﺴﻮع .ﻣﺤﺒﺘﻲ ﻟﻜﻢ ﺟﻤﯿﻌﺎ ﻓﻲ اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ ﯾﺴﻮع

اﻹﻧﺠﯿﻞ
ٌ
ﻓﺼ ٌﻞ
اﻟﻘﺪﯾﺲ ﻣﺘﻰ
ﺷﺮﯾﻒ ﻣﻦ ﺑﺸﺎر ِة
ِ
ّ
ﻗﺎل اﻟﺮبّ ھﺬا اﻟﻤﺜﻞ :ﻏﺮس ربّ ﺑﯿﺖ ﻛﺮﻣﺎ ,ﻓﺴﯿﺠﮫ وﺣﻔﺮ ﻓﯿﮫ ﻣﻌﺼﺮة وﺑﻨﻰ ﺑﺮﺟﺎ وﺳﻠﻤﮫ
إﻟﻰ ﺑﻌﺾ اﻟﻜﺮاﻣﯿﻦ وﺳﺎﻓﺮ .ﻓﻠﻤﺎ ﺣﺎن وﻗﺖ اﻟﻘﻄﺎف ,أرﺳﻞ ﻋﺒﯿﺪه إﻟﻰ اﻟﻜﺮاﻣﯿﻦ ﻟﯿﺄﺧﺬوا
ﺛﻤﺮه .ﻓﺄﻣﺴﻚ اﻟﻜﺮاﻣﻮن ﻋﺒﯿﺪه وﺿﺮﺑﻮا واﺣﺪا ﻣﻨﮭﻢ ,وﻗﺘﻠﻮا ﻏﯿﺮه ,ورﺟﻤﻮا اﻷﺧﺮ .ﻓﺄرﺳﻞ
ﻋﺒﯿﺪا ﻏﯿﺮھﻢ أﻛﺜﺮ ﻋﺪدا ﻣﻦ اﻷوﻟﯿﻦ ,ﻓﻔﻌﻠﻮا ﺑﮭﻢ ﻣﺎ ﻓﻌﻠﻮه ﺑﺎﻷوﻟﯿﻦ :وﻓﻲ آﺧﺮ اﻷﻣﺮ أرﺳﻞ
إﻟﯿﮭﻢ اﺑﻨﮫ وﻗﺎل :ﺳﯿﮭﺎﺑﻮن اﺑﻨﻲ .ﻓﻠﻤﺎ رأى اﻟﻜﺮاﻣﻮن اﻻﺑﻦ ,ﻗﺎل ﺑﻌﻀﮭﻢ ﻟﺒﻌﺾ" :ھﺎ ھﻮ
اﻟﻮارث! ھﻠ ّﻢ ﻧﻘﺘﻠﮫ وﻧﺄﺧﺬ ﻣﯿﺮاﺛﮫ!" ﻓﺄﻣﺴﻜﻮه ورﻣﻮه ﻓﻲ ﺧﺎرج اﻟﻜﺮم وﻗﺘﻠﻮه .ﻓﻤﺎذا ﯾﻔﻌﻞ
رب اﻟﻜﺮم ﺑﮭﺆﻻء اﻟﻜﺮاﻣﯿﻦ ﻋﻨﺪ رﺟﻮﻋﮫ؟ ﻗﺎﻟﻮا ﻟﮫ" :ﯾﻘﺘﻞ ھﺆﻻء اﻷﺷﺮار ﻗﺘﻼ وﯾﺴﻠﻢ
اﻟﻜﺮم إﻟﻰ ﻛﺮاﻣﯿﻦ آﺧﺮﯾﻦ ﯾﺆدون إﻟﯿﮫ اﻟﺜﻤﺮ ﻓﻲ ﺣﯿﻨﮫ ".ﻓﻘﺎل ﻟﮫ ﯾﺴﻮع" :أﻣﺎ ﻗﺮأﺗﻢ ﻓﻲ
اﻟﻜﺘﺐ اﻟﻤﻘﺪﺳﺔ :اﻟﺤﺠﺮ اﻟﺬي رذﻟﮫ اﻟﺒﻨﺎؤون ﺻﺎر رأس اﻟﺰاوﯾﺔ؟ ھﺬا ﻣﺎ ﺻﻨﻌﮫ اﻟﺮب,
".وھﻮ ﻋﺠﺐ ﻷﺑﺼﺎرﻧﺎ
ﻣﻼﺣظﺔ ﺑﺧﺻوص ﺗﻧﺎول اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن اﻟﻣﻘدس
إن ﻣﻔﮭوﻣﻧﺎ ﻟﺗﻧﺎول اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن ﯾﻌﻧﻰ ﻋﻣوﻣﯾﺔ اﻟﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﯾﮫ ﻟذوى اﻟﻌﻘﯾدة اﻟواﺣدة ،اﻻ إن اﻟﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﻲ
ﺳر اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن اﻟﻣﻘدس ھﻧﺎ ﻣﻘﺗﺻر ﻓﻘط ﻋﻠﻰ أﻋﺿﺎء اﻟﻛﻧﺎﺋس اﻻرﺛوذﻛﺳﯾﺔ واﻟذﯾن ﯾﺣﺿرون أﻧﻔﺳﮭم
ﺑﺎﻟﺻﻼة واﻟﺻوم واﻻﻋﺗراف ﻣﻧذ ﻓﺗرة ﻗرﯾﺑﺔ )وﻋﻠﻰ ﻛل ﺣﺎل ،ﻓﺈﻧﻧﺎ ﻧدﻋو اﻟﺟﻣﯾﻊ ﻟﻠﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﻰ اﻟﺧﺑز
اﻟﻣﻘدس اﻟذى ﯾوزع ﻋﻧد إﻧﺗﮭﺎء ﻣراﺳﯾم اﻟﻘداس (.رﺟﺎء ﻣراﺟﻌﺔ اﻟﻛﺎھن .إذا رﻏﺑت أن ﺗﺻﺑﺢ ﻋﺿوا
.ﻓﻰ اﻟﻛﻧﯾﺳﺔ اﻻرﺛوذﻛﺳﯾﺔ

