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The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
and the Eighth Sunday of Matthew
Mary Magdalene, Myrrh-bearer and Equal-to-the-Apostles
Virgin Martyr Markella of Chios

!
Sunday, July 22, 2017
Tone 7; Eothinon 8
!
Apolytikion of the Resurrection (Tone 7)
!
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the

thief; Thou didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into
joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast
risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.

!
Apolytikion of St. Mary Magdalene (Tone 1)
!Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the

thief; Thou didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into
joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast
risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.

!
Apolytikion of our Patron, Michael the Archangel (Tone 2)
!O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts, we beseech thee, though we are
unworthy, pray that we may be encompassed with a shadow of thine
unearthly glory; preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly: Deliver us
from oppression since ye are the prince of the highest powers.

!
Kontakion of the Holy Theotokos (Tone 2)
!O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, mediation unto
the Creator most constant, O despise not the suppliant voices of those
who have sinned; but be thou quick, O good one, to come unto our aid,
who in faith cry unto thee: Hasten to intercession, and speed thou to
make supplication, thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, them that
honor thee.

!
Daily Readings
!

THE EPISTLE (for the Eighth Sunday after Pentecost)

!

The Lord will give strength to His people.
Ascribe to the Lord, O sons of God, ascribe to the Lord honor and glory.

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Corinthians
(1:10-17)

!Brethren, I appeal to you, by the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

that all of you agree and that there be no dissension among you, but that
you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. For it has been
reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my
brethren. What I mean is that each one of you says, “I belong to Paul,”
or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” Is
Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the
name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispos
and Gaius; lest anyone should say that you were baptized in my name.
(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas. Beyond that, I do not
know whether I baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to
baptize but to preach the Gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, lest the
cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

!

THE GOSPEL (for the Eighth Sunday of Matthew)
The Reading of the Holy Gospel is according to St. Matthew
(14:14-22)

!

At that time, when Jesus went ashore he saw a great throng; and
he had compassion on them, and healed their sick.
When it was
evening, the disciples came to Him and said, “This is a lonely place, and
the day is now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy
food for themselves.” Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give them
something to eat.” They said to Him, “We have only five loaves here and
two fish.” And He said, “Bring them here to Me.” Then He ordered the
crowds to sit down on the grass; and taking the five loaves and the two
fish He looked up to Heaven, and blessed, and broke and gave the loaves
to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And they all
ate and were satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of the
broken pieces left over. And those who ate were about five thousand
men, besides women and children. Then Jesus made the disciples get
into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while He dismissed the
crowds.

!

!
The Synaxarion
!

On July 22 in the Holy Orthodox Church, we commemorate the
holy and glorious Myrrh-bearer Mary Magdalene, the Equal to the
Apostles.

!

Verses
With immaterial touch, Mary doth touch Thee,
To Whom, O Christ, Thou saidst ‘Touch Me not’ aforetime.
On the twenty-second Mary Magdalene shut her eyes.

!She was born in the town of Magdala along the shore of Lake Gennesaret
from the tribe of Issachar. She was tormented by seven evil spirits from
which the Lord Jesus freed her and made her whole. Mary Magdalene
stood beneath the Cross on Golgotha and grieved bitterly and mourned
with the All-Holy Theotokos. When the Lord arose she saw Him on two
occasions: once alone and the other time with the other myrrh-bearing
women. She traveled to Rome and appeared before Emperor Tiberius
Caesar and presenting him with a red colored egg, greeted him with the
words: “Christ is Risen!” At the same time, she accused Pilate before
Tiberius for his unjust condemnation of the Lord Jesus.
Tiberius
accepted her accusation and transferred Pilate from Jerusalem to Gaul
where, this unjust judge, in disfavor with the emperor, died of a dread
disease. After that, Mary Magdalene returned from Rome to Ephesus and
joined John the Theologian, whom she assisted in the work of preaching
the Gospel. She died peacefully and, according to tradition, was buried
in the same cave of the Seven Young Sleepers of Ephesus.

!

On this day, we also commemorate the Virgin-martyr Markella of
Chios. By the intercessions of Thy Saints, O Christ God, have mercy
upon us. Amen.

!

!
!

A Note Regarding Holy Communion

!

Since we understand Communion to mean that we have all things in common, sharing an identical
Faith, only those who are members of the Orthodox Church and who have prepared themselves through
prayer, fasting and recent Confession may participate in Holy Communion. (We invite all, however, to
partake of the blessed bread which is distributed at the dismissal.) Please see the Pastor for inquiries on
how to become a member.

!

OFFERINGS
!
The Holy Bread is being offered this morning and the coffee hour hosted

this morning by Nabeel & Sharon Abughazaleh on the occasion of their
40th wedding anniversary.

!

Prayers are also offered for their son, Chris’ 35th birthday, with
gratitude for God’s love and protection, and the continued health and
safety of all our our children and grandchildren: Elias, Steve, Chris,
Payton, and Jaxson. May God grant us many, many more years of
love, health and happiness!

!

Holy Bread is also being offered this morning by Presbytera Nicole
with prayers for Father Minas, Mary, Father Timothy and his family;
also in remembrance of St. Elias; praying for favorable weather for the
laborers of our new church sanctuary; may God keep them under His
protection.

!

Holy Bread was offered last Sunday, by Presbytera Nicole, Father
Minas and Mary Sarchizian in memory of Presbytera’s brother, Iancu
Ugureanu (+5 July, 2006). Memory eternal.

!
Special offerings and requests for prayer…
!

with thanks to God and prayers for the continued
good health of Ramez Hage on the occasion of
the third anniversary of his kidney transplant (July 21, 2015).
May God grant him many more healthy years filled with happiness!
Much love, Rima, Teddy, Steven and their families.

!

by the entire Tamoush family for
the healing and good health of Carol Kinan

!

for the well being of Clair Bitar,
her husband, Emile, and their family.

!

by Denise & Leandro Cruz for the repose of the newly-departed:
Helen Duncan (+15 July, 2018), daughter of Dolores Cardelucci.
Memory eternal.

!

!
LITURGICAL !CALENDAR

The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
and the Ninth Sunday of Matthew
Saturday, July 28 - Great Vespers, 5 p.m.
Sunday, July 29 - Orthros, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m.

!

The Dormition Fast – August 1-14

[Note: During the period of the fast, the Church’s
Traditional fasting discipline is observed with the abstinence of
meat, poultry, eggs, dairy, fish, wine and oil, through August 14th.
Wine and oil are permitted on Saturdays and Sundays. Also,
Fish, wind and oil are permitted on the Feast of the Transfiguration.]

!

Service of the Paraklesis and the Veneration of the Holy Cross
Wednesday, August 1; 6:30 p.m.

!
!

The Feast of the Holy Transfiguration - Monday, August 6th
The Celebration of the Feast of the Dormition
Vesperal Divine Liturgy, Tuesday, August 14, 6:30 p.m.

!
!
!
ANNOUNCEMENTS
!

The Feast of the Dormition – Tuesday, August 15

Katya Soot, our Youth Director Will be Meeting With All
Seventh to Twelfth Graders This Morning After Holy Communion

!

All 7th to 12th graders are also welcome to join our Youth Director,

Katya Soot for lunch at In-N-Out Burger today. The next event being
planned is a service project; filling backpacks with school supplies to
provide for children who cannot afford new items for the school
year. Please reply ASAP to Katya with your preference of a selection
of one of the two following dates: Saturday, August 11, or Saturday,
August 25.

!!

For Planning Ahead

!

The Feast of the Dormition this year falls on a Wednesday (August 15). The
Feast is preceded by a fourteen day fast, beginning on Wednesday,
August 1st. The traditional fasting discipline includes: no meat, poultry,
eggs, dairy, fish, wine and oil, but wine and oil are allowed on Saturdays
and Sundays; also fish wine and oil are permitted for the Feast of the
Transfiguration (Monday, August 6). The Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the
Dormition will be celebrated with a Vesperal Liturgy on Tuesday, August
14th at 6:30 p.m.

!

Additional Parking

!

We are now able to park along Vanowen Street immediately in front of
our church property. The “No Parking at Any Time” signs have been
removed.
Additional parking is also available in the neighborhood
outside of the north gate of our church property.

!

Upcoming Events (see the foyer bulletin board for more information)

!
!
Dormition Fast - Wednesday, August 1 to Tuesday August 14, 2018
The Feast of the Transfiguration - Monday, August 6
!
Vesperal Liturgy for the Feast of the Dormition - Tuesday, August 14
Feast of the Holy Dormition - Wednesday, August 15
!
Orthodox Young Professionals Conference, August 16-19
Denver, Colorado; www.oypc.org
!
Father Timothy on vacation: August 21-23; August 28 to September 6
!
St. Nicholas Summer Camp
Session II - July 22-28, 2018; Session III - July 29 to August 4, 2018

Church School Registration - September 2, 9, 2018
Church School Awards Presentation Coffee Hour - September 9, 2018
Start of Church School Classes - September 16, 2018

!

St. Mark (Irvine) Annual Fundraiser - Saturday, September 22
San Juan Golf Club; dinner, entertainment and silent auction.

TONE 7
اﻟﻠﺤﻦ 7

!

EOTHINON 8
اﻻﯾﻮﺛﯿﻨﺎ 8

The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
and the Eighth Sunday of Matthew
Mary Magdalene, myrrh-bearer and equal-to-the-Apostles
Virgin-martyr Markella of Chios

!

طﺮوﺑﺎرﯾﺔ اﻟﻘﯿﺎﻣﺔ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻠﺤﻦ اﻟﺴﺎﺑﻊ
ﺐ ,وأَ َﻣﺮتَ رﺳﻠَﻚ
ﺺ اﻟﻔﺮدوس ,وﺣ ّﻮﻟﺖَ
َ
ت اﻟﻄﯿ ِ
ﻧﻮح ﺣﺎﻣﻼ ِ
ﺣﻄّﻤﺖَ ﺑﺼﻠﯿﺒِ َﻚ اﻟﻤﻮتَ وﻓﺘﺤﺖَ ﻟﻠ ِ
اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ اﻹﻟﮫُ ﻣﺎﻧﺤﺎ ً اﻟﻌﺎﻟ َﻢ اﻟﺮﺣﻤﺔَ اﻟﻌﻈﻤﻰ.
أن ﯾﻜﺮزوا ﺑﺄﻧّﻚ ﻗﺪ ﻗُﻤﺖَ أﯾّﮭﺎ
ُ

!

املسيحَ ال ##ذي ُولِ َ #د ِمَ # #ن ال َ #عذْ ِ
ح #ِ #فظْ ِ
َلَ # #ق ْد تَ ِ #ب ْع ِ
ت َ
ج ##لِنا ،ي ##ا َم #ْ #ريَ ُ #م َ
ج َ #دلِ #يَّ ُة الشَّ ##ري #فَةَ ،و َ #
ح ##كا َم# #هُ
ت أ َ ْ#
راء َ ِأل ْ #
امل ْ #
وم ْن ثَمَّ نَ ْح ُن في تَ ْع ِ
واميس ُهِ .
ييدنا اليَ ْو َم لِتَذْكا ِر ِك ُ
ٍ
ونَ
إيمان ،ونُبَجِّ ُل ِك ِب َر ْغبَ ٍة.
امل َقدَّس ،نَ ْمت َ ِد ُح ِك َع ْن
َ

!

طروﺑﺎرﯾﺔ رؤﺳﺎء اﻟﻣﻼﺋﻛﺔ ﺑﺎﻟﻠﺣن اﻟراﺑﻊ
َ
ّ
ﻧﺗوﺳل ُ إﻟﯾﻛم ﻧﺣن ﻏﯾر َ اﻟﻣﺳﺗﺣﻘﯾن ،ﺣ ّﺗﻰ أ ّﻧﻛم
أ ّﯾﮭﺎ اﻟﻣﺗﻘدّ ﻣونَ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻷﺟﻧﺎد اﻟﺳﻣﺎوﯾﯾن،
ّ
ﻏﯾر اﻟﮭﯾوﻟﻲ ،ﺣﺎﻓظﯾنَ إ ّﯾﺎﻧﺎ ﻧﺣنُ اﻟﺟﺎﺛﯾن َواﻟﺻﺎرﺧﯾنَ
ﺑطﻠﺑﺎﺗِﻛم ﺗﻛﺗﻧوﻓوﻧﻧﺎ ﺑظ ِلّ أﺟﻧﺣ ِﺔ ﻣﺟدِﻛم ِ
اﻟﻘوا ِ
ﺑﻐﯾر ﻓﺗور ،أﻧﻘذوﻧﺎ ﻣنَ اﻟﺷداﺋد ،ﺑﻣﺎ أ ّﻧﻛم رؤﺳﺎ ُء ﻣراﺗ ِ
ت اﻟﻌﻠوﯾﺔ.
ب ّ
ِ
طﺮوﺑﺎرﯾﺔ اﻟﺘﺠﻠﻲ ﻋﻠﻰ اﻟﻠﺤﻦ اﻟﺴﺎﺑﻊ
َ
ﺗﺠﻠﯿﺖ ،أﯾﮭﺎ اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢُ اﻹﻟ ُﮫ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺠﺒﻞ ،وﺣﺴﺒﻤﺎ وﺳ َﻊ ﺗﻼﻣﯿ ُﺬك ﺷﺎھﺪوا ﻣﺠ َﺪك ،ﺣﺘﻰ ﻋﻨﺪﻣﺎ
ﻟﻤﺎ
ُﻌﺎﯾﻨﻮك ﻣﺼﻠﻮﺑ ًﺎ ﯾﺪرﻛﻮا َّ
ﻟﻠﻌﺎﻟﻢ أﻧَّ َﻚ َ
ﯾ
ﺑﺎﻟﺤﻘﯿﻘﺔ ﺷﻌﺎ ُع
أﻧﺖ
ﺑﺎﺧﺘﯿﺎرك  ،وﯾﺒﺸﺮوا
أن آﻻ َﻣﻚ طﻮﻋ ًﺎ
َ
ِ
ِ
ِ
اﻵب.

اﻟﺮﺳﺎﻟﺔ
!

ﻟﻠﺮب ﻣﺠﺪ ًا وﻋﺰاً
أﺑﻨﺎء اﻟﻠﮫ ,ﻗﺪّﻣﻮا
ﻟﻠﺮب ﯾﺎ
.اﻟﺮب ﯾﺆﺗﻲ اﻟﻌﺰ َة ﺷﻌﺒَﮫ ,ﻗﺪّﻣﻮا
ّ
ّ
ّ
َ
اﻟﺮﺳﻮل اﻷوﻟﻰ إﻟﻰ أھﻞ ﻛﻮرﻧﺜﺲ
.ﻓﺼ ٌﻞ ﻣﻦ رﺳﺎﻟ ِﺔ
ِ
ِ
اﻟﻘﺪﯾﺲ ﺑﻮﻟﺲ!
وأن ﻻ
ﯾﺎ إﺧﻮة ,أﻧﺎﺷﺪُﻛﻢ
ﺑﺎﺳﻢ رﺑّﻨﺎ ﯾﺴﻮع اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ أن ﺗﻜﻮﻧﻮا ﺟﻤﯿﻌ ًﺎ ﻣﺘﻔﻘﯿﻦ ﻓﻲ اﻟﺮأي ْ
ِ
وﻓﻜﺮ واﺣﺪ .ﻓﻘﺪ أﺧﺒﺮﻧﻲ
روح واﺣ ٌﺪ
وﻓﺎق ﺗﺎم ,ﻟﻜﻢ
ﯾﻜﻮن ﺑﯿﻨﻜﻢ ﺧﻼفٌ  ,ﺑﻞ ﻛﻮﻧﻮا ﻋﻠﻰ
َ
ٌ
ٌ
ٍ

!
!

واﺣﺪ ﻣﻨﻜﻢ ﯾﻘﻮل "أﻧﺎ ﻣﻊ
ﺖ ﺧﻠﻮة أن ﺑﯿﻨﻜﻢ ﺧﻼﻓﺎً ,أﻋﻨﻲ أن ﻛ ّﻞ
ٍ
ﻋﻨﻜﻢ أﯾﮭﺎ اﻻﺧﻮة أھ ُﻞ ﺑﯿ ِ
ﺑﻮﻟﺲ" و "أﻧﺎ ﻣﻊ أﺑﻠﻮس" و "أﻧﺎ ﻣﻊ ﺑﻄﺮس"
و"أﻧﺎ ﻣﻊ اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ ".ھﻞ ّ
ﺑﺎﺳﻢ
ﺻﻠﺐ ﻣﻦ أﺟﻠﻜﻢ؟ أو
ﺗﺠﺰأ اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ؟ ھﻞ ﺑﻮﻟﺲ ھﻮ اﻟﺬي ُ
ِ
ﻷﺣﺪ
ﺑﻮﻟﺲ ﺗﻌ ّﻤﺪﺗﻢ؟ أﺣﻤ ُﺪ اﻟﻠ َﮫ أﻧﻲ ﻟﻢ أﻋ ّﻤﺪْ أﺣﺪ ًا ﻣﻨﻜﻢ ﺳﻮى ﻛﺮﯾﺴﺒﺲ وﻏﺎﯾﺲ ,ﻓﻠﯿﺲ ٍ
ﯾﻘﻮل إﻧﻜﻢ ﺑﺎﺳﻤﻲ ﺗﻌ ّﻤﺪﺗﻢ .ﺑﻠﻰ ﻟﻘﺪ ﻋ ّﻤﺪت أﯾﻀﺎ ﻋﺎﺋﻠ َﺔ اﺳﺘﻔﺎﻧﺎس .وﻣﺎ ﻋﺪا ھﺆﻻء ﻓﻼ
أن
َ
ﻷﻋﻠﻦ اﻟﺒﺸﺎر َة ﻏﯿﺮ ﻣﻌ ّﻮ ٍل ﻋﻠﻰ
ﻓﺎﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ أرﺳﻠﻨﻲ ﻻ ﻷﻋ ّﻤﺪ ,ﺑﻞ
أذﻛﺮ أﻧﻲ ﻋ ّﻤﺪت أﺣﺪا.
َ
ُ
ُ
ﺻﻠﯿﺐ اﻟﻤﺴﯿﺢ
ﯾﺒﻄﻞ
اﻟﻜﻼم ﻟﺌﻼ
.ﺣﻜﻤ ِﺔ
ُ
ِ
َ

!
اﻹﻧﺠﯿﻞ
!
اﻟﻘﺪﯾﺲ ﻣﺘﻰ
ﺷﺮﯾﻒ ﻣﻦ ﺑﺸﺎر ِة
ِ
ﻓﺼ ٌﻞ ٌ !

ﻓﻲ ذﻟﻚ اﻟﺰﻣﺎن :ﻟﻤﺎ ﻧﺰل ﯾﺴﻮع ﻣﻦ اﻟﻘﺎرب رأى ﺟﻤﻮﻋﺎ ﻛﺒﯿﺮة ,ﻓﺘﺤﻨّﻦ ﻋﻠﯿﮭﻢ وﺷﻔﻰ
ﻣﺮﺿﺎھﻢ .وﻟﻤﺎ ﻛﺎن اﻟﻤﺴﺎء دﻧﺎ ﻣﻨﮫ ﺗﻼﻣﯿﺬه وﻗﺎﻟﻮا" :اﻟﻤﻜﺎن ﻣﻘﻔﺮ وﻗﺪ ﻓﺎت اﻟﻮﻗﺖ,
ﻓﺎﺻﺮف اﻟﺠﻤﻮع ﻟﯿﺬھﺒﻮا إﻟﻰ اﻟﻘﺮى ﻓﯿﺸﺘﺮوا ﻟﮭﻢ طﻌﺎﻣﺎ ".ﻓﺄﺟﺎﺑﮭﻢ ﯾﺴﻮع" :ﻻ ﺣﺎﺟﺔ
ﺑﮭﻢ إﻟﻰ اﻟﺬھﺎب .أﻋﻄﻮھﻢ أﻧﺘﻢ ﻣﺎ ﯾﺄﻛﻠﻮن ".ﻓﻘﺎﻟﻮا ﻟﮫ" :ﻟﯿﺲ ﻋﻨﺪﻧﺎ ھﻨﺎ ﻏﯿﺮ ﺧﻤﺴﺔ
أرﻏﻔﺔ وﺳﻤﻜﺘﯿﻦ ".ﻓﻘﺎل ﯾﺴﻮع" :ھﺎﺗﻮا ﻣﺎ ﻋﻨﺪﻛﻢ ".ﺛﻢ أﻣﺮ اﻟﺠﻤﻮع أن ﯾﻘﻌﺪوا ﻋﻠﻰ
اﻟﻌﺸﺐ ,وأﺧﺬ اﻷرﻏﻔﺔ اﻟﺨﻤﺴﺔ واﻟﺴﻤﻜﺘﯿﻦ ,ورﻓﻊ ﻋﯿﻨﯿﮫ ﻧﺤﻮ اﻟﺴﻤﺎء وﺑﺎرك وﻛﺴﺮ
اﻷرﻏﻔﺔ وأﻋﻄﻰ ﺗﻼﻣﯿﺬه ,واﻟﺘﻼﻣﯿﺬ أﻋﻄﻮا اﻟﺠﻤﻮع .ﻓﺄﻛﻠﻮا ﻛﻠﮭﻢ ﺣﺘﻰ ﺷﺒﻌﻮا ,ورﻓﻌﻮا ﻣﺎ
ﻓﻀﻞ ﻣﻦ اﻟﻜﺴﺮ اﺛﻨﺘﻲ ﻋﺸﺮة ﻗﻔﺔ ﻣﻤﻠﻮءة .وﻛﺎن اﻟﺬﯾﻦ أﻛﻠﻮا ﻧﺤﻮ ﺧﻤﺴﺔ آﻻف رﺟﻞ ﻣﺎ
ﻋﺪا اﻟﻨﺴﺎء واﻷوﻻد .وأﻣﺮ ﺗﻼﻣﯿﺬه أن ﯾﺮﻛﺒﻮا اﻟﻘﺎرب وﯾﺴﺒﻘﻮه إﻟﻰ اﻟﺸﺎطﺊ اﻟﻤﻘﺎﺑﻞ ﺣﺘﻰ
.ﯾﺼﺮف اﻟﺠﻤﻮع

!
ﻣﻼﺣظﺔ ﺑﺧﺻوص!ﺗﻧﺎول اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن اﻟﻣﻘدس
إن ﻣﻔﮭوﻣﻧﺎ ﻟﺗﻧﺎول اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن ﯾﻌﻧﻰ ﻋﻣوﻣﯾﺔ اﻟﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﯾﮫ ﻟذوى اﻟﻌﻘﯾدة اﻟواﺣدة ،اﻻ إن اﻟﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﻲ ﺳر اﻟﻘرﺑﺎن

!

اﻟﻣﻘدس ھﻧﺎ ﻣﻘﺗﺻر ﻓﻘط ﻋﻠﻰ أﻋﺿﺎء اﻟﻛﻧﺎﺋس اﻻرﺛوذﻛﺳﯾﺔ واﻟذﯾن ﯾﺣﺿرون أﻧﻔﺳﮭم ﺑﺎﻟﺻﻼة واﻟﺻوم واﻻﻋﺗراف
ﻣﻧذ ﻓﺗرة ﻗرﯾﺑﺔ )وﻋﻠﻰ ﻛل ﺣﺎل ،ﻓﺈﻧﻧﺎ ﻧدﻋو اﻟﺟﻣﯾﻊ ﻟﻠﻣﺷﺎرﻛﺔ ﻓﻰ اﻟﺧﺑز اﻟﻣﻘدس اﻟذى ﯾوزع ﻋﻧد إﻧﺗﮭﺎء ﻣراﺳﯾم
اﻟﻘداس (.رﺟﺎء ﻣراﺟﻌﺔ اﻟﻛﺎھن .إذا رﻏﺑت أن ﺗﺻﺑﺢ ﻋﺿوا .ﻓﻰ اﻟﻛﻧﯾﺳﺔ اﻻرﺛوذﻛﺳﯾﺔ

!

!

Pastor’s Sermon
The Eighth Sunday of Matthew
By V. Rev. Timothy Baclig
July 22, 2018

!

The Church Fathers interpreted the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand
heard in today’s reading as an anticipation of Holy Communion in which Christ offers
Himself to us as the heavenly bread. In the book of Exodus (16:4-16) of the Old
Testament, when the Israelites had escaped from Egypt but then faced terrible hunger in
the wilderness, God sent food to satisfy His people. In the days of Jesus God again acted
by sending His Son to feed His people not only with bread but also with the truth of His
teachings.

!

The Church Fathers point out that just as the Israelites were miraculously fed in
the wilderness, Jesus miraculously fed the multitude that followed him. However, what
is not similar about these two events is that the miracle of the food that was provided for
the Israelites in the wilderness was not enough in and of itself to cause them to follow the
Law of God and to obey His commandments. Their experience was not something that
helped them to seek anything beyond their physical hunger in the wilderness. Unlike the
event of the Israelites in Exodus, the multitudes that followed our Lord were drawn to
Him and were motivated with a hunger to hear Christ message. They sought Him with
no thought of their need to eat a meal.

!

In the New Testament Jesus declares Himself to be the True Bread from heaven
given by the Father, and so the food in the desert and the bread of the Gospel miracle are
both signs of that True Bread. In a section following the account of the miracle of the
five loaves and fishes in chapter six of St. John’s Gospel, Jesus said, I am the Bread of
Life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be
thirsty (verse 35). Your forefathers ate in the desert, yet they died. But there is the bread
that comes down from heaven, which a man may eat and not die. I am the living bread
that came down from heaven. If a man eats of this bread, he will live forever. This is my
flesh which I give for the life of the world” (verses 49-51).

!

The Lord’s Prayer found in Matthew, chapter 6, provides us with another phrase
that helps our understanding of what this means. …give us this day our daily bread…

The expression “daily bread” should not be understood as merely pertaining to the bread
of this very day; the bread that sustains our life; rather: It is the bread for the eternal day
of God’s Kingdom – what sustains us for immortal life. It is the living “super essential”
Bread – Christ Himself: The Bread of Life.

!

Immediately following this lesson our Lord teaches His disciples about fasting (v.
16ff). We happen to be entering the period of the Dormition Fast (August 1-14). One of
the purposes of the fast, as with other periods of fasting in the church, is to remind us of
the words of our Lord who said, [Do not labor] for the [food] which perishes, but for the
[food] which endures unto everlasting life which the Son of Man will give to you (John
6:27). And in the words of St. Paul (Romans 14:7): The Kingdom of God is not a matter
of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

!

Important to our understanding about the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood
as Orthodox Christians, is that we believe and understand that when a person is united to
Christ in receiving Holy Communion, he or she does so acknowledging being united with
Christ’s teaching. The two are inseparable. Unlike other Christian traditions, in our
church, Christ’s teaching is not a subjective matter or the subject of one’s personal
interpretation.

!

If we read further into the sixth chapter of St. John’s Gospel we hear these words:
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in him. …as the living
Father sent me..., so the one who feeds on me will live because of me” (verses 52-57). It
is also recorded that it was precisely at this point that the Gospel records that many of the
disciples turned back and no longer followed him.

!

And so, my beloved, we see that our Tradition is not as accommodating to our
temporal desires. Its purpose is not to temporarily pacify or satisfy our earthly desires.
Surely, you and I ask God for many things… But it can be very liberating for you and I
when we discover that being members of God’s Kingdom pertains to all that is beyond
our personal wants and temporal needs: unlike the liberation of the Israelites from Egypt.
Our liberation focuses upon Christ as our Source and Bread of Life. He, who illumines,
renews and regenerates, forgives and heals, purifies and sanctifies. He is Who saves and
sustains us; all who are repentant sinners, the sick and down-trodden.

!

The Church is first and foremost the Body of Christ. Its success is not centered or
focused around human personalities. Perhaps in the case of the Israelites it was Moses.
We just heard in today’s epistle another very important lesson regarding the divisions that
arose among the faithful and that the Apostle Paul messages about. It involved the
various personalities that had become prominent leaders and who obviously had a very
successful following. It may have been that they were good speakers; charismatic
personalities. But the Apostle reminds them something that we too cannot forget: The
message is Christ’s and it is He in whose name we are baptized and it is He who saves us.

!

Prayer

!

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, You blessed the five loaves in the wilderness, and
from them five thousand were filled. O Bread of Life, feed us with your Word. Nourish
us with wisdom. Grant us your blessing and multiply our resources that we also may be
merciful and generous at all times, especially for those who are in need. For you, O
Christ our God, do bless and sanctify all things, and are also the Heavenly Bread, and the
Fountain of immortality, and to You do we give glory, together with your Eternal Father
and Your life-giving Spirit, now and forever. A-men.

