The Great Martyr Barbara of Syrian; 10th of Luke

The Venerable John of Damascus

Martyr Juliana; New-Hieromartyr Seraphim, Bishop of Phanarion in Greece
Sunday, December 4, 2011

        Tone 8; Eothinon 3            
Apolytikion for the Resurrection (Tone 8)

From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three-day burial, that Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.

Apolytikion of St. Barbara the Great Martyr (Tone 4)

Let us honor the all-revered Saint Barbara; for she demolished the gins of the adversary, and escaped from them like a sparrow by the help and weapon of the Cross.

Apolytikion of St. John of Damascus (Tone 8)

Guide of Orthodoxy, teacher of piety and holiness, luminary of the world, God-inspired adornment of hierarchs, O wise John of Damascus, by thy teachings thou hast enlightened all, O harp of the Spirit. Intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
Apolytikion for our Patron, Michael the Archangel (Tone 4)

O ye foremost of the heavenly hosts we beseech thee, though we are unworthy, pray that we may be encompassed with a shadow of thine unearthly glory; preserving us who kneel and cry endlessly: deliver us from oppression since ye are the prince of the highest powers.

Kontakion of the Preparation of Christ’s Nativity (Tone 3)

Today the Virgin cometh to the cave where she will give birth in an ineffable manner to the Word Who is before all the ages. Rejoice, therefore, O universe, when thou hearest it heralded: Glorify Him, with the angels and the shepherds, Who chose to be seen as a new-born babe, the God Who is before all the ages.

Daily Readings [Note:  Arabic text below]
THE EPISTLE  (for St. Barbara)
God is wondrous in His saints.  Bless God in the congregations. 

The Reading from the Second Epistle of St. Paul to the Galatians (3:23 – 4:5)
Brethren, before faith came, we were confined under the Law, kept under restraint until faith should be revealed.  So that the Law was our custodian until Christ came, that we might be justified by faith.  But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a custodian; for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.  I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no better than a slave, though he is the owner of all the estate; but he is under guardians and trustees until the date set by the father.  So with us; when we were children, we were slaves to the elemental spirits of the universe.  But when the time had fully come, God sent forth His Son, to redeem those who were under the Law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.

THE GOSPEL  (The Tenth Sunday of Luke)
The Reading of the Holy Gospel is according to St. Luke (13:10-17)
At that time, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath.  And there was a woman who had had a spirit of infirmity for eighteen years; she was bent over and could not fully straighten herself.  And when Jesus saw her, He called her and said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your infirmity.”  And He laid His hands upon her, and immediately she was made straight, and she praised God.  But the ruler of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, said to the people, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.”  Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrite!  Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his ass from the manger, and lead it away to water it?  And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath day?”  As Jesus said this, all His adversaries were put to shame; and all the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were done by Him.

The Synaxarion 
On December 4 in the Holy Orthodox Church we commemorate the contest of the holy Great-martyr Barbara of Heliopolis in Syria, and her fellow Martyr Juliana.

Verses

Sacrificing thee with a sword, O Martyr Barbara, 

thy father became the Abraham of the devil.

Receive, O Word, like unto a dove, Juliana, 

Who cooeth, lest she be not beheaded quickly.

On the fourth Barbara’s begetter became her beheader.

The pagan Dioscorus locked up his only daughter Barbara in a high tower. Once, while her father was away, she came down from the tower and met some Christian women who revealed the true Faith of Christ to her. Learning of his daughter’s faith, Dioscorus beat her severely. However, the Lord Himself appeared to her with His angels and healed her. A certain woman, Juliana, upon seeing this, desired martyrdom for herself. They were ultimately led to the place of execution, where Dioscorus himself slaughtered his daughter, and Juliana was killed by the soldiers in the year 306. That same day, lightning struck the house of Dioscorus, killing him.


On this day, we also commemorate our Righteous Father John of Damascus, Monk and Presbyter of Mar Sabbas Monastery.
Verses

Having filled up the earth with songs full of sweetness,

John ascendeth to frame songs even in Heaven.

The Damascene Bard laid down his pen on the fourth.

Because of his ardent defense of the veneration of icons during the reign of the iconoclastic Emperor Leo, John was maligned by the emperor to the Caliph, who cut off his right hand. John prayed before the icon of the Most-holy Theotokos, and his hand was rejoined and miraculously healed. John withdrew to St. Sabbas Monastery, where he was a model to the monks in humility, obedience and asceticism. John composed the Funeral Hymns and compiled the Octoechos, the Irmologion, the Menologion, a Christmas canon, the Paschal Canon and many theological works. John died peacefully in about the year 776 at the age of 104.
On this day, we also commemorate the New-hieromartyr Seraphim, bishop of Phanarion in Greece.  By their intercessions, O Christ God, have mercy upon us. Amen.

A Note Regarding Holy Communion
Since we understand Communion to mean that we have all things in common, sharing an identical Faith, only those who are members of the Orthodox Church and who have prepared themselves through prayer, fasting and recent Confession may participate in Holy Communion.  (We invite all, however, to partake of the blessed bread which is distributed at the dismissal.)  Please see the Pastor for inquiries on how to become a member.

OFFERINGS

Holy Bread and wheat* are being offered and the coffee hour being hosted by Michael & Patricia Malouf, Donna Malouf and Dallas Baker for the forty-day memorial of their beloved father, Jack Michael Malouf (+23 October, 2010).  Memory eternal.  

Holy Bread is also being offered for the health of Marcia Chala O’Dea, celebrating her birthday (December 7th), by her sister, Tere; also for the birthdays of Christina Ajalat Tabitha Townsend and Ethan Richard Leonard; and for the continued health of Sean O’Dea.  May God grant them many, many years!!

Special offerings and requests for prayer are being made . . .
for Mother Victoria and the Holy Community of St. Barbara

Monastery, celebrating their Feast Day today.

for the newborn great grandson of Alice & Carl Andrews:

James Alexander Wei, 

born to Tatiana & Justin Wei on November 22nd.
for the safe travel and return of Bishop JOSEPH, our new Bishops being consecrated next Sunday, and the delegation of clergy 

and laity on their way to the Middle East.

by Pat & Michael Malouf for Pat’s father, Robert Peck, 

who is hospitalized.  

by Pat & Michael Malouf on the occasion of their grandson, Nicholas Malouf’s first birthday (December 1st)
*  The offering of wheat (amha) for memorial services is a practice that can be traced back to the middle of the fourth century.  In earlier times, bread and wine with olives, cheese or rice were offered in charity, and those who partook of them would pray, “Blessed be his/her memory.”  The wheat is cooked sometimes with honey or sugar, mixed with figs, raisins, nuts and other sweets.  The grain and fruit brought to the commemoration of the dead signifies that the dead will truly rise again from the grave, for both grain, which is sown in the earth, and fruit, which is laid on the earth, decays first and afterwards brings forth abundant ripe, whole fruit.  The honey or sugar used with the wheat signifies that after the resurrection of the Orthodox and the righteous, there awaits a joyous and blessed life in the Heavenly Kingdom and not a bitter sorrowful one.  The wheat prepared from grain expresses the faith of the living in the resurrection of the dead to a better life, just as that seed, having fallen upon the ground, although undergoing corruption yet grows to attain a better appearance.  (See I Corinthians 15:35-57)
LITURGICAL CALENDAR
[Note:  The Fast for the Holy Nativity* that began on Tuesday, November 15

is divided into two periods:  1) November 15 through December 19,

the traditional fasting discipline is observed (no meat, poultry, eggs, dairy,

fish, wine and oil), except on Tuesdays and Thursdays when wine and oil

are permitted, and on Saturdays and Sundays when fish, wine and oil

are allowed.  It should be noted that some allow for fish on all days

except Wednesdays and Fridays from November 15 to December 18;

2) December 20 through 24, traditional fasting is observed on all days

except on Saturday and Sunday when wine and oil are permitted.]

Feast of St. Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra – Tuesday, December 6th
The Sunday of the Holy Forefathers (Ancestors) of Christ

Saturday, December 10th, Great Vespers, 5 p.m.

Sunday, December 11th, Orthros, 8:45 a.m., Divine Liturgy, 10 a.m.

Included in our prayers throughout the month of December are those celebrating their birthday: Robin Ibrahim (12/1), Nicholas John Malouf (12/1), Anne and Marina Coury (12/2), Alexander Worotko (12/4), Michael Mas (12/5), Marcia O’Dea (12/7), Mary Saadeh (12/7), George John Khouri III (12/8), Stephanie Slatko (12/8), Amira Boutari (12/11), Nicole Mansur (12/15), Nancy Forrester (12/15), Nacy Weisfuss (12/15), Odette George (12/16), Yuriko Yanni (12/16), Daniel Barney (12/17), Jonas Farr (12/17), Rana Azzam (12/18), Daphne Thabet (12/19), Bandaly Azzam (12/20), George Saade (12/20), John Tambouras (12/20), Linda Khouri (12/22), Mark Nassief (12/22), James Thomas (12/23), Glenn Haggar (12/24), Esma Khoury (12/25), Teddy Hage (12/26), Ned Toomey (12/26), Caitlin Tassos (12/28), Michelle Ann Abdennour (12/30), Claire Grace Azzam (12/30), Isabella Cruz (12/30), Mary Wassef (12/30), Jonathan Weisfuss (12/30), Gabriella Lewin (12/31).  May God grant them all many years!

Included in our prayers for the departed during the month of December are:

Elia Habib, +9 Dec. 1959

  Alice Meena, +10 Dec. 1999  
Nicole Saadeh +31 Dec. 


  John Black, +1 Dec. 1999
Antone Saadeh +21 Dec.


  Haradu Woldetatious, +2 Dec. 2002 

Albert Elias Gillet, +6 Dec. 1978
  Charles Homsy, +2 Dec. 2002
Woldemichael Kidane +12 Dec. 1982   V. Rev. John Reinhold +9 Dec. 2003
Saliba Kassis, +30 Dec. 1987

  Annette Mittry, +26 Dec. 2003
Michael G. Hayek, +2 Dec. 1990
  Minnie Abdun-Nur, +23 Dec. 2004
Katherine Zaki, +1 Dec. 1993
            Ileen Malouf Shaheen, 21 Dec. 2006
George S. Nasser, +24 Dec. 1993         Hani Sweis, +26 Dec. 2006
Faraj Azzam, +20 Dec. 1994
            Margaret Nassief, +1 Dec. 2007
Marie Abdou, +10 Dec. 1995
           Tamam Mitchell, +16 Dec. 2007
Anton Abdelahad, +25 Dec. 1995
 Bahat Bicker, +8 Dec. 2008
Grace Haggar, +30 Dec. 1995

 Bradley Abraham, +8 Dec. 2010
Nicholas Satel +28 Dec. 1997


Memory Eternal!

Please phone the Church Office if there are any omissions or corrections to the above listing of names.  Please bear in mind that some have chosen not to be included in our announcement.  Please pardon any errors.  Thank you for your understanding.

________________________________________________________________________

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Parish Council Election – Results 

The following parishioners were elected to serve a three-year term on our Parish Council beginning on January 1, 2012 (in alphabetical order):

Eric Nelson, Kris Thabit, and Rami Yanni.  We thank all nominees for their willingness to serve and look forward to their continued involvement.
2011 Pledge Total Update

Total of 2011 membership pledges:  $117,355.00

Total of 2011 membership pledges received as of 10-31-11:  $103,219.00
Parish Council Dinner Meeting – tomorrow, December 5th
Women’s Dinner Meeting

St. Michael Antiochian Women Christmas dinner meeting will take place at the home of Sondra Love, 5742 Wish Avenue, Encino, this Thursday, December 8, 2011 at 6:30 p.m.  We will have a short meeting and have election of officers following dinner.  A free will monetary donation will be requested for the Antiochian Women treasury.
 

December is “St. Ignatius Month” in the Antiochian Archdiocese

Members of the Order of St. Ignatius are assisting in the services this month.  Today’s ushers are:  William Mulry, Lillian Meena, and Don Meena.  Reading the epistle this morning is Michael J. Malouf.  For more information on The Order visit their website: www.orderofstignatius.org or see Michael C. Srour, Diocese Vice-Chair.  

This Year Christmas will be celebrated on Saturday – Sunday
The schedule of services for the Feast of the Holy Nativity (Christmas) will include:  Friday, December 23rd, Daily Vespers and Compline, 5 p.m.; Saturday, December 24th (The Pre-Feast Paramon) – Orthros, 9 a.m., Liturgy, 10 a.m.; Sunday, December 25th (Christmas Day), Orthros and The Christmas Canon, 8:30 a.m., Liturgy, 10 a.m.
Our Parish is now on “Good Search!”

We now have a simple and easy method of earning money for our church.  Every time you search for anything using the GoodSearch search engine (powered by Yahoo), we earn money.  Simply go to www.goodsearch.com and search for St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church, and then start searching the web.  You can also download a toolbar for easier and more convenient searching!   Please make every effort to use this whenever you search on the internet.  If you have any questions, please ask our Treasurer, Natalie Malouf.

Teen SOYO Raffle

Tickets for our Annual Teen SOYO Holiday Raffle are available each Sunday until the date of the drawing, next Sunday, December 11, 2011, during our Church School Christmas Program.  Proceeds from the raffle will help Teen SOYO sponsor the Special Olympics at the Antiochian Village.
Today is “Choir Sunday” in the Antiochian Archdiocese

[“I will sing to the Lord as long as I live: 
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being” 

(Psalm 104:33-34)]

“For many years, Sunday after Sunday, Feast after Feast, our Choir Directors and members have faithfully served our congregations to the best of their ability.  It takes much effort and many rehearsals to learn and perfect music.  This is precisely why we must be thankful and grateful to our choirs.  In appreciation, therefore, for the tremendous contribution which our choirs are making to our parishes, we do hereby proclaim the second Sunday of December as “Choir Sunday” throughout the Archdiocese [His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP] 

Notice:

Father Timothy will be attending an Inter-Orthodox Clergy Retreat this week from Tuesday, December 6 to Thursday, December 8 at the St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Retreat Center in Dunlap, California.  He will be checking his messages each day should you need to reach him.
Bookstore Sale
Come shop at the Bookstore.  There is a sale on Christmas trees, ornaments, gift items, jewelry and many other religious items (icons and books excluded).
Note to Coffee Hour hosts: coffee and paper goods will be provided each week.

        Holy Bread Offering List           Coffee Hour Hosts Calendar

   Dec 11 – Nuha & Adeeb Abughazaleh 
  Dec 11 – Church School Program

              Dec 18 – Claire Azzam 
    Dec 18 – Order of St. Ignatius

Dec 24 (Christmas Eve) – Stella Sarchizian 

   Dec 25 (Christmas Day) – Emile Skaff       Dec 25 (Christmas Day) – open

                    Jan 01 – open  

       Jan 01 – open 

Please contact Father Timothy (818/219-3761; pastor@stmichaelvannuys.org)                                     to sign-up to offer Holy Bread for any of the open upcoming Sundays.                                                           Contact Frieda Kabbash (818)707-6478; frieda702@aol.com) to host the Coffee Hour. 

Attention Parents:
Our second and final rehearsal for the Nativity program will be held next Saturday, December 10, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  We will have a visit from St. Nicholas (thanks to the generosity of Sondra Love).  There will be a pizza lunch for all.  Parents are asked to bring two (2) dozen cookies and their donations for the Sunday luncheon to the Saturday rehearsal.  Should you have any questions, please contact Tania Mulry, Superintendent at: <mrsmulry@yahoo.com>.

Save the Date and Plan to Attend

Our Church School Christmas Program will take place next Sunday, December 11.  Plan to join us for a Lenten lunch following Liturgy and to support our young people by your attendance.  A free-will offering will be received to help with our Church School curriculum expenses.  

Sale
Five (5) vertical (legal) business files are for sale ($25/each) along with other items in our Church School Office.  Should you be interested, please see or contact Tania Mulry: <mrsmulry@yahoo.com>.
Christmas Toy Collection
We are collecting new toys and children’s clothing to be given to children of prisoners and the homeless.  The toys should not include guns or require batteries.  We especially need sports items: soccer balls, basketballs, and games for the children.  Today is the deadline for all financial contributions, and all toys should be at the church by next Sunday, December 11.  Please contact DeAnne Abraham <dmarieabe@aol.com> should you have any questions.
Christmas Food Collection
Sunday, December 18 is the last day the donation of all food items for the local food pantry and any cash contributions to be recorded on your church Contribution Statement.  Be sure to earmark your check: “Food Collection.”  Also if you know of a family who is in need of some help with groceries for the holidays please provide us with their name and address.  Please feel free to speak with or contact Cindy Tamoush should you have any questions: (818-345-4363) or <famtam5@socal.rr.com>.
For Planning Ahead . . .

Mark Your Calendar (see foyer bulletin board for more information)

Advent Retreat – St. Michael Church (Whittier, CA)

Saturday, December 10; 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Church School Christmas Program – Sunday, December 11, 2011
“Valley Harmonette’s Christmas Concert – Sunday, December 18, 3 p.m.

5650 Shoup Avenue (at Collins), Woodland Hills; minimum donation: $5

Annual Meeting of the Voting Membership – Sunday, January 22, 2012

________________________________________________________________________

Pastor’s Sermon

The Tenth Sunday of Luke
By V. Rev. Timothy Baclig

December 4, 2011
The setting of the miracle spoken of in today’s Gospel reading is at a synagogue where the Lord was teaching.  The Lord calls the people to repentance from the practice of a religion that fails to practice mercy.  Every Lenten season, our lessons point to the heart of what it means to be “non-hypocritical.”  

He rebukes those who claim to know the Law as being ignorant of the very thing in which they should be more knowledgeable and better instructed than anyone.  

“You hypocrites,” He says, “Doesn’t each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or donkey from the stall and lead it out to give it water?  Then should not this woman, a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has bound for eighteen long years, be set free on the Sabbath day from what bound her?”

The ruler of the synagogue condemned the Lord for healing on the Sabbath.  The healing of the woman was regarded as “a working” which violated the law’s strict observance of the Sabbath.  For him religion consisted of the observance of laws that could not be set aside even for the sake of mercy.  

The ruler’s reaction to the healing of the woman who “had a spirit of infirmity (for) eighteen years” illustrates how radically misunderstood and misused the Law had become among those whom God had so favored and of whom he expected so much.  [John 15: 23-50“Sadducees, Pharisees hypocrites”… You brood of vipers…” …they loved the praise of men more than the praise from God…”


The Lord heals the woman by His word—“Woman, you are set free from your infirmity”—and then by His touch: “He put His hands on her; and immediately she was straightened up and praised God” (vv.12-13).


The miracle is remarkable for two reasons:  First, neither was the woman seeking to be healed, nor did anyone else speak on her behalf.  Second, the Lord demonstrates that He is the incarnate God by the simple declaration that she was healed.  


The rejection of Christ as the incarnate God by the Jews is matched by the heretics who claim that the eternal God could not possibly humble Himself and condescend to take on our nature.  In the case of the heretics, they can only understand Christ to be a created being.  To this point, St. Gregory of Nazianzus says, “Do you conceive of Him as less… because he humbles Himself for the sake of the (woman) that is bent down to the ground, that He may exalt with Himself that which is bent double under the weight of sin?”  (Our Lord was never threatened by anyone or any circumstance.  He did not need to prove who He was; nor did He need to demonstrate anything to justify Lordship.  This was not His aim or purpose in His coming.  If we miss this point, that we will never know the depth of meaning which is revealed in the upcoming Feast of His incarnation (“The Great Dispensation”)  In the Ninth Ode of the Christmas Canon we hear:  “I behold a mystery, great and most wonderful:  Heaven is the cave, the cherubic throne, the Virgin; the manger, the place where Christ lay; the uncontainable God, who we magnify in song.”  For some of us:  this way of being humble is something we learn by being crushed, by being broken.  This was for our Lord a voluntary act.  It was something that He not only understood, but demonstrated before His crucifixion by His every word and deed.


Every crisis in our life can do one of two things:  It can lead us closer to God by way of the Cross, or it can alienate us from God and cause us to reject His call to holiness.  

The lesson therefore is clear:  There are the more weighty matters of the Law that we cannot ignore.  The practice of true religion is not neglecting what is obvious: namely, God’s love, mercy and compassion which fulfill the Law.


Many of us, as creatures of habit, dislike disruptions to our routine or what we are familiar with or accustomed to.  When you and I are most comfortable with things being done a certain way, change is very difficult.  We loose our orientation, and being disoriented can be devastating to our pride.  Meaning can be lost as we define what is meant by what we do with no thought to why we are doing it.  Today’s lesson forces us to recognize that we can be misguided and loose sight of what really matters—as far as God is concerned.


As we begin our countdown to Christmas, may we not loose sight of the reason for the season:  God has come and is in our midst.  We are preparing to celebrate His full revelation in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He takes on human flesh and assumes our entire nature, except for sin; but for the purpose of taking on the sin of the world.  He renews and restores all that was lost with Adam.  As the New Adam He fulfills the Law and is our righteousness.
_____________________________________________________________
Arabic Translation of the Hymns,

The Epistle and Gospel
طروبارية القيامة على اللحن الثامن
انحدرتَ من العلوّ يا متحنن, وقبلتَ الدفنَ ذا الثلاثةِ الأيامِ, لكي تُعْتِقَنا من الآلامِ, فيا حياتَنا وقيامَتَنا يا ربّ المجدُ لك.
طروبارية بربارة على اللحن الرابع

لنكرمنَّ القديسةَ بربارة الكليَّة النقاوة، لأنها حطّمت فخاخً العدوّ وًنًجًب منها كالعٌصفورٍ بمَعُونَةِ الصليبِ وسلاحِه.
طروبارية القديس يوحنا الدمشقي على اللحن الثامن

ظهرتَ أيها اللاهِجُ بالله يوحنا، مُرشدا إلى الإيمانِ القويم، ومُعَلِمًا لحسن العبادةِ والنَّقاوةِ، يا كوكبَ المسكونة وجمالَ الكهنة الحكيم يوحنا، وبتعاليمِك أنرَت الكلَّ يا قيثارةَ الروح، فتشفع إلى المسيح الإله أن يخلص نفوسَنا.
طروبارية رؤساء الملائكة باللحن الرابع

أيّها المتقدّمونَ على الأجناد السماويين، نتوسّلُ إليكم نحن غيرَ المستحقّين، حتّى أَنّكم بطلباتِكم تكتنوفوننا بظلِّ أجنحةِ مجدِكم غيرِ الهيولي، حافظينَ إيّانا نحنُ الجاثين َوالصارخينَ بغيرِ فتور، أنقذونا منَ الشدائد، بما أنّكم رؤساءُ مراتبِ القوّاتِ العلوية.
قنداق تقدمة الميلاد على اللحن الثالث
اليومَ العذراءُ تأتي إلى المغارةِ, لتلدَ الكلمةَ الذي قبلَ الدهورِ, ولادةً لا تُفَسّر, ولا يُنْطَقُ بها, فافرحي أيتها المسكونةُ إذا سمعتِ, ومجّدي مع الملائكةِ والرعاةِ, الظاهرَ بمشئتِه طفلا جديداً, وهو الإلهُ قبلَ الدهورِ.
الرسالة
عجيب هو الله في مقادسه في المجامع باركوا الله.
فصلٌ من  رسالةِ القديسِ بولس الرسول إلى أهل غلاطية
يا اخوة, قَبْلَ مَجِيءِ الإِيمَانِ، كُنَّا تَحْتَ حِرَاسَةِ الشَّرِيعَةِ، مُحْتَجَزِينَ إِلَى أَنْ يُعْلَنَ الإِيمَانُ الَّذِي كَانَ إِعْلاَنُهُ مُنْتَظَراً. إِذَنْ، كَانَتِ الشَّرِيعَةُ هِيَ مُؤَدِّبُنَا حَتَّى مَجِيءِ الْمَسِيحِ، لِكَيْ نُبَرَّرَ عَلَى أَسَاسِ الإِيمَانِ. وَلَكِنْ بَعْدَمَا جَاءَ الإِيمَانُ، تَحَرَّرْنَا مِنْ سُلْطَةِ الْمُؤَدِّبِ. فَإِنَّكُمْ جَمِيعاً أَبْنَاءُ اللهِ بِالإِيمَانِ بِالْمَسِيحِ يَسُوعَ. لأَنَّكُمْ، جَمِيعَ الَّذِينَ تَعَمَّدْتُمْ فِي الْمَسِيحِ، قَدْ لَبِسْتُمُ الْمَسِيحَ. لاَ فَرْقَ بَعْدَ الآنَ بَيْنَ يَهُودِيٍّ وَيُونَانِيٍّ، أَوْ عَبْدٍ وَحُرٍّ، أَوْ ذَكَرٍ وَأُنْثَى، لأَنَّكُمْ جَمِيعاً وَاحِدٌ فِي الْمَسِيحِ يَسُوعَ. فَإِذَا كُنْتُمْ لِلْمَسِيحِ، فَأَنْتُمْ إِذَنْ نَسْلُ إِبْرَاهِيمَ وَحَسَبَ الْوَعْدِ وَارِثُونَ. أَقُولُ أَيْضاً مَادَامَ الْوَرِيثُ قَاصِراً، فَلَيْسَ بَيْنَهُ وَبَيْنَ الْعَبْدِ أَيُّ فَرْقٍ، مَعَ أَنَّهُ صَاحِبُ الإِرْثِ كُلِّهِ، بَلْ يَبْقَى خَاضِعاً لِلأَوْصِيَاءِ وَالْوُكَلاَءِ إِلَى أَنْ تَنْقَضِيَ الْفَتْرَةُ الَّتِي حَدَّدَهَا أَبُوهُ. وَهَذِهِ حَالُنَا نَحْنُ أَيْضاً: فَإِذْ كُنَّا قَاصِرِينَ، كُنَّا فِي حَالَةِ الْعُبُودِيَّةِ لِمَبَادِىءِ الْعَالَمِ. وَلَكِنْ لَمَّا جَاءَ تَمَامُ الزَّمَانِ، أَرْسَلَ اللهُ ابْنَهُ، وَقَدْ وُلِدَ مِنِ امْرَأَةٍ وَكَانَ خَاضِعاً لِلشَّرِيعَةِ، 5لِيُحَرِّرَ بِالْفِدَاءِ أُولئِكَ الْخَاضِعِينَ لِلشَّرِيعَةِ، فَنَنَالَ جَمِيعاً التبني كأَبْنَاءِ اللهِ.
الإنجيل
فصلٌ شريفٌ من بشارةِ القديسِ لوقا
في ذلك الزمانِ كان يسوعُ يعلّمُ في أحدِ المجامعِ في السبتِ, وهناك امرأةٌ فيها روحُ مرضٍ من ثماني عشرةِ سنة, وكانت منحنيةَ الظهرِ لا تستطيعُ أنْ تنتصبَ. فلما رآها يسوعُ دعاها وقال لها: "أنتِ معافاةٌ من مرضِك. ووضعَ يديه عليها, فانتصبتَ في الحالِ ومجدّتِ الله. فقالَ رئيسُ المجمعِ للحاضرين وهو مغتاظٌ, لأنّ يسوعَ أبرأ  في السبتِ: "عندكم ستةُ أيامٍ ينبغي العملُ فيها, ففيها تأتون وتستشفون, لا في يومِ السبت!"  فأجابه الربّ: "يا مرائي! أما يحلّ كلّ واحدٍ منكم رباطَ ثورٍه أو حمارِه في السبتِ من المذودِ ويأخذه ليسقيه؟ وهذه ابنةُ إبراهيم ربَطَها الشيطانُ من ثماني عشرة سنة, أما كان ينبغي أن تُحَلّ من رباطِها يومَ السبت؟" ولما قال هذا, خزي جميعُ معارضيه, وفرحَ الجمعُ بكلّ الأعمال المجيدة التي كان يعملُها.
